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ABSTRACT

This research aims to diagnose the phenomenon of the deterioration of the residential urban heritage in the core of
Nasiriyah city, which reflects the civilizational, cultural, and architectural design level of its original center. The research
relied on fieldwork, observation, and personal interviews, and involved selecting and studying dwellings that fulfilled
the research objective and answered the research questions. The research reached a number of conclusions, including
finding (84 A building bearing the identity of the architectural heritage, as the Al-Saif and Al-Sabi’a neighborhoods
recorded 22.6% and 16.7% respectively of the total sample; the category of old building style was predominant at 73.8%.
The factors recorded were cracks (13.1%), subsidence from street level (10.7%), and foundation cracks (9.5%).
Maintenance was carried out on 76.2% of them The majority of the old buildings are concentrated in the Al-Saif, Al-
Sabi’a and Al-Sarai neighborhoods. There is also great pressure from the central commercial area on the city’s
architectural heritage, as many of these buildings have been removed to be replaced by commercial activities or to use
this heritage as workshops and warehouses In addition to the lack of attention from local authorities and the neglect of
the city's urban heritage, there is a lack of cultural awareness among residents regarding the value and importance of
these buildings. Furthermore, Western styles have overtaken the old buildings, leading to the loss of their architectural
identity.
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