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nder the patronage of the Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research, Dr. Halo Al-Askari, and
under the supervision of the President of the University of Wasit, Prof. Dr. Abbas Lufta Al-Aqgabi, and
chaired by the Dean of the College of Arts, Prof. Dr. Saad Dahis Nasser Al-Hasani, the College of Arts held
its 10th International Scientific Conference under the theme "Human Studies and the Horizons of Digital
Transformation," in collaboration with Lark Journal of Philosophy, Linguistics, and Human Sciences. The
conference featured a blended scientific participation combining both in-person and online attendance, with
notable engagement from researchers inside and outside Iraq, including 150 scientific papers from across
Iraq and abroad, reflecting the scale of academic interaction and the breadth of international participation.
The conference aimed to establish a systematic academic framework for studying digital transformation in
the humanities, outlining its epistemological foundations and applied approaches in fields such as applied
philosophy, translation, social sciences, literature, languages, media, and public relations, thereby
contributing to the development of scientific research and enhancing cognitive integration in line with the
requirements of digital transformation in human studies. It also discussed mechanisms for employing modem
technologies to advance scientific research, strengthen the integration of human knowledge and technology
to meet contemporary demands, support scientific research, and expand the horizons of academic
cooperation.

Keywords: digitization, humanities, technology.
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Digital transformation in light of the Iraqi Electronic Signature and
Electronic Transactions Law No. (78) of 2012

Asst. lect. Abdulameer Kadhim Hussein!, Dr.Suhad Hamid majeed?, Batool Zghair Idan3
University of Karbala!
Al- Alamein Institute?
Islamic Azad University?3
abdulamirkadhum@gmail.com

Abstract:

Modern technologies have contributed significantly to providing innovative solutions, helping
to Increase efficiency, reduce costs, shorten time, and achieve greater flexibility In service and
production processes. Technology has been used as an effective tool In processing huge amounts of
data in more accurate and faster ways, and has brought about a broad qualitative shift in the fields of
the economy, services, and the labor market. In this context, studying digital transformation under
the Iraqi Electronic Signature and Electronic Transactions Law No. 78 of 2012 is a vital topic, as it
represents the cornerstone and legal framework upon which the Iraqi state relies to move from
traditional paper transactions to the digital space, In order to keep pace with developments in digital
technology. The Integration of the requirements of digital transformation in Iraq guarantees It an
advanced position in the field of the global economy and constitutes a fundamental factor in achieving
sustainable development and improving work within governmental and non-governmental
institutions
Keywords:Digital transformation, technology, e-contracting, e-governance
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The Impact of Bekhme Dam on Demographic Transformations in the
Project Area and Affected Regions: An Analytical Spatial Study
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Ministry of Education, Iraq Wasit Education Directorate
eeeemmmmaaaa3S@gmail.com

Abstract:

Huge dam constructions are some of the most significant human activities on the social
landscape and natural environment (World Commission on Dams, 2000). The purpose of the research
is to explore and examine how the Bekhme Dam affected the changes in demographics within the
area of the project and in the regions covered in the Greater Zab River basin in the Kurdistan Region
of Iraq. The research was conducted using an approach that is a combination of Geographic
Information Systems (GIS), Digital Elevation Models (DEM), hydrological models, and statistical
analysis of demographic data (Al-Kraaey et al., 2022; Noori et al., 2019)

. It was revealed that the total area underwater is 236.211 km 2 (or 236 211 000 m 2 ) and that the
project will have a direct impact on around 150,000 people, in terms of forced displacement and
resettlement (Ahmood et al., 2024; Abbas, 2023).

The analysis has shown complicated trends in demographic changes such as: internal
displacement of people to nearby regions, demographic changes in terms of age and sex structure,
livelihood patterns, and loss of social capital (Tilt, and Gerkey, 2016; Cernea, 2000). The research
suggests that there is a need to have elaborate resettlement and rehabilitation strategies which take
into consideration the economic, social, and cultural aspects as well as have effective mechanisms in
place in sharing benefits and involving local communities in decision making (Scudder, 2005;
International Finance Corporation, 2012).

Keywords: Bekhme Dam, demographic transformations, Geographic Information Systems,

resettlement, Greater Zab River, Kurdistan Region of Iraq, forced displacement.
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Abstract
This study examines the effectiveness of using ChatGPT as a self-improvement tool to increase university
students’ accurate use of English. The study employs a quasi-experimental pre-test/post-test design within the
framework of a quantitative approach. The study involved 15 first-year EFL students enrolled in the English
Department of the Open Educational College, Ninawa Centre. Participants completed a one-minute self-
introduction speaking task, after which ChatGPT generated an automated transcription, corrected version, and
error explanation. After a short period of guided practice using ChatGPT for self-improvement, students
completed a comparable speaking task in a posttest. The data were analyzed quantitatively to measure changes
in speech accuracy before and after performance. The findings revealed statistically significant improvements
in all measured aspects of speaking, particularly in grammatical accuracy, vocabulary use and fluency. The
incidence of errors was significantly reduced from pre-test to post-test. The results show that Al-assisted self-
correction can improve the learner's attention, metalinguistic awareness.
Key words: (Al) , Self-correction, significant Improvements , Error Reduction
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JIntroduction

Effective speaking in a foreign language became an especially important skill in the modern
connected world. It supports academic success, career development, and good intercultural relations.
However, the great majority of university EFL learners experience difficulties in accuracy of
speaking-grammar, pronunciation, fluency, vocabulary, and organization turnout to be very serious
obstacles. Traditional learning approaches only give students a few opportunities to receive
immediate feedback. So, some errors cannot be corrected in time and the autonomy of the students
may be interrupted.

Recent advances in artificial intelligence (Al) have introduced innovative solutions to long-
standing challenges in foreign language learning. Al-based tools, including ChatGPT, have advanced
capabilities that are the result of training the model on large-scale datasets, which enable the model
to acquire a complicated understanding of linguistic patterns and contextual variation. It has been
able to gain so much from this training that it has been able to produce outcomes that are not only
grammatically correct but also full of meaning and contextually relevant as well.

Artificial intelligence has introduced constructive approaches to this challenge. For instance,
ChatGPT possesses the capacity to emulate actual speech and provide prompt and personalized
responses that enable learners to self-correct and develop metalinguistic awareness. In the context of
second language acquisition theory, the use of feedback in Al aligns well with the principles of
teaching, such as the Noticing Hypothesis and the Output Hypothesis, which emphasize the role of
self-monitoring, feedback, and productive output in language acquisition. Because Al systems allow
the possibility of self-correction, they have the effect of enhancing the metalinguistic knowledge of
the individual.

1.1 The Aim of the study

The primary aim of this study is to investigate the effectiveness of ChatGPT as a pedagogical
tool for enhancing the speaking accuracy of EFL students. Specifically, it seeks to determine if Al-
mediated feedback can facilitate a statistically significant improvement in linguistic performance
across grammar, pronunciation, fluency, vocabulary, and organization.

1.2 Statement of the Problem

Although feedback is widely acknowledged as essential in language learning, many
university-level EFL students continue to experience difficulties with speaking accuracy, particularly
in grammar and pronunciation, due to insufficient and delayed corrective feedback. Traditional
feedback practices often limit learners’ cognitive engagement and contribute to persistent errors.
Consequently, there is a growing need to promote learner autonomy by encouraging self-noticing and
self-correction. Despite the increasing use of Al tools in education, empirical evidence of Al tools
effectiveness in supporting EFL learning tasks within Iraqi pedagogical context remains limited.
1.3 Research questions
1.To what extent does ChatGPT-based self-correction improve the speaking accuracy of first-year
EFL students?

2. Does theuse of Al-assisted feedback result in statistically significant differences between students’
pre-test and post-test speaking accuracy scores?

1.4 Hypotheses

1.Null Hypothesis (Ho): p_pre = p_post
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(There is no statistically significant difference between students’ pre-test and post-test speaking
accuracy scores.)

Alternative Hypothesis (Hi): p_pre # p_post

(There is a statistically significant difference between students’ pre-test and post-test speaking
accuracy scores.)

2. Literature Review

Various techniques and methodologies have been explored by scholars as well as educators
to enhance the speaking skills of individuals learning English as a Foreign Language (EFL). From
another perspective Self-correction contributes to this process by requiring learners to monitor their
own production, compare it with target norms, and generate corrected forms (Lynch, 2001, p. 59).
Such cognitive engagement promotes deeper processing and strengthens long-term memory.
Research on corrective feedback highlights that both implicit cues and explicit explanations can
support improvement, but their effectiveness depends on the learner’s awareness, motivation, and
opportunities for practice. Furthermore, Self-correction has long been recognized as a core
mechanism in second language acquisition (SLA). It enables learners to identify gaps in their
linguistic knowledge, monitor their output, and adjust their performance over time (Ellis, 2008, p.
45).

Numerous studies have confirmed the potentials of different methodologies to develop the
speaking skills of EFL learners. The research study conducted by Momon in 2020 on Show-and-Tell
and Media (Bupaka) found that a huge majority of students demonstrated increased capabilities in
speaking, with very evident improvements in voice projection and storytelling.

Some of the studies that we reviewed explored AI’s potential in alleviating anxiety levels
among students, specifically the nervousness associated with learning English as a second language.
For example, anxiety related to public speaking, vocabulary usage, and even communication with
other people. For example, Chen, Koong, and colleagues (2022) discovered that anxiety levels were
alleviated among students when they used Al automatic speech recognition systems with fifth-grade
students in Taiwan. Additionally, Cakmak (2022) and the study by Chen et al. discovered that not
only did Al increase their proficiency but also alleviated their anxiety.

Al-based feedback tools are increasingly used to support speaking accuracy
through automated transcription, grammar detection, and reformulation. Al provides
advantages over traditional feedback by offering immediacy, consistency, and
individualized scaffolding that adapts to each learner’s performance (Li & Xu, 2023,
pp. 14—16). These systems can identify linguistic errors, provide corrected versions,
and supply metalinguistic explanations that help learners understand why an utterance

1s incorrect.

In another experiment, Lee et al. (2023) tested the learner-generated context-based (LGC)
method. According to these authors, “LGC is the use of digital technologies to enable learners to
generate a ‘learner-generated context’ and learn within it.” This context is generated from the data
assembled from learners’ activities and decisions made during the tasks they have been assigned to
complete. The system then adjusts itself according to learners and provides new content relevant to
them. According to the authors, the use of the LGC method with Al-based teaching helped learners
have an autonomous learning experience.
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(Hew et al,2023 ) have explored the adoption of chatbots in ELT to support learners in goal
setting and enhance social presence in fully online tasks. One approach supported students in
clarifying their learning goals, identifying feasible strategies for goal setting, and increasing
awareness of the actual learning strategies involved in goal setting. Current applications include
chatbots designed for conversational practice, grammar-checking algorithms, and adaptive learning
platforms capable of tracking error patterns over time (Liu et al., 2024, pp. 3-5).

(Hew et al,2023 ) have explored the adoption of chatbots in ELT to support learners in goal
setting and enhance social presence in fully online tasks. One approach supported students in
clarifying their learning goals, identifying feasible strategies for goal setting, and increasing
awareness of the actual learning strategies involved in goal setting. Present applications encompass
chatbots intended for conversational practice, grammar-checking algorithms, and adaptive learning
platforms that can monitor error patterns over time (Liu et al., 2024, pp. 3-5). However. Issues
concerning learners' potential over-reliance on Al, which could hinder the development of
independent problem-solving skills, still exist. Thus, rather than merely accepting corrections
passively, research is increasingly calling for an examination of Al's ability to foster autonomy by
encouraging learners to interact more critically with feedback.

To conclude the literature demonstrates that self-correction, noticing, and reflective
engagement are critical processes in SLA. By giving learners instantaneous, adaptive feedback that
highlights interlanguage gaps, Al technologies have the potential to assist these processes. To
understand how Al-based tools affect autonomous learning behaviors, more empirical research is
necessary, especially in speaking tasks where self-regulation and real-time monitoring are crucial. By
investigating how ChatGPT-mediated self-correction impacts EFL university students' speaking
accuracy, this study fills in these gaps.
3.Methodology
3.1 Research Design

This study utlized a quasi-experimental, one-group pre-test/post-test design to assess the
effectiveness of ChatGPT-based self-correction in improving the speaking accuracy of English as a
Foreign Language learners. Since the random assignment is not possible in this research, the quasi-
experimental approach should be resorted to because one needs to compare the results of performance
prior to and after the intervention. A quasi-experimental approach was selected because it enables
structured comparison of performance before and after an intervention in educational settings where
random assignment is impractical (Creswell, 2014, pp. 32-33).

3.2 Participants

Participants were 15 undergraduate EFL students in their first year of study at the Open
Educational College, Ninawa Center. Voluntary participation was requested, and it was made clear
that it would not affect their grades or violate their privacy.

3.3 Instruments
3.3.1 ChatGPT as the AI-Based Feedback Tool

ChatGPT, an advanced language model developed by Open Al served as the primary tool for
generating self-correction feedback. The system automatically produced a transcript of students’
speech, a corrected version of the transcript, and a list of linguistic errors accompanied by brief
explanations. The tool was selected due to its demonstrated capability to deliver high-quality, context-
sensitive, and pedagogically useful corrective feedback (Zhang & Dailey, 2023, pp. 6—7). The
feedback mechanism aligns with established principles in second language acquisition research,
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particularly in areas relating to form-focused feedback and automated corrective responses (Li, 2020,
pp. 14-15).
3.3.2 Speaking Tasks

Two comparable speaking tasks were developed for the pre-test and post-test phases.
Pre-test Prompt: "Please introduce yourself for about one minute. Talk about your background,
interests, and goals. When you finish, say: DONE."
Post-test Prompt:"Please talk about yourself for about one minute. Include information about your
studies, hobbies, daily life, and future plans. When finished, say: DONE."
The two tasks were of equal linguistic complexity and communicative engagement requirements,
making it possible to compare the two performances. It is recommended to create parallel tasks in
oral testing to guarantee validity and reliability of results (Luoma, 2004, p. 87).
3.4 Procedure
3.4.1 Orientation

Before beginning the study, participants received a brief orientation session delivered by the
researcher. The session outlined the study’s objectives, explained the speaking tasks, demonstrated
how to use ChatGPT for self-correction, and clarified participants’ rights including voluntary
withdrawal without penalty. These procedures follow to standard ethical practices in applied
linguistics research
3.4.2 Pre-test Phase

Participants individually completed the pre-test task in the language laboratory. After
delivering their one-minute oral introduction and saying “DONE,” ChatGPT automatically generated
a transcript and provided corrective feedback. Students then submitted their feedback output through
the study’s designated online form.
3.4.3 Post-test Phase

After completing the first phase and recognizing their self- correction feedback, participants
returned to complete the post-test task under identical conditions to the pre-test. Standardizing the
administration conditions reduced variability and strengthened the reliability of the comparison
across test phases.
3.3.4 Data Collection
Data collected for each participant included: The automatically generated transcript of their

spoken output, the corrected version produced by ChatGPT, and The error list with explanations. All
data files were stored in encrypted digital folders labeled using participant codes. This organization
ensured confidentiality and facilitated systematic comparison of linguistic accuracy between pre -test
and post-test performance.
4: Data Analysis and Results

In this section, the students' English language proficiency before and after the intervention
will be analyzed through the use of descriptive and inferential statistics. Using descriptive statistics,
a clear description of the students' performance before and after the intervention will be carried out
based on their means for the first five categories of language proficiency, namely grammar,
pronunciation, fluency, vocabulary, and organization. By using inferential statistics, the analysis will
examine the statistical significance of the mean scores before and after the intervention through paired
samples t-tests.
4.1 Descriptive Statistics
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The descriptive statistics provide an overview of the students' performance before and after
the intervention. The mean scores, standard deviations, and score ranges for each language
proficiency category are presented in the following tables.

4.1.1 Pre-test Performance

Students entered the intervention with weak to fair English language proficiency (mean
scores: 2.00-3.00), demonstrating substantial baseline deficiencies across all categories, particularly
in Grammar (M =2.00). The homogeneous starting point (zero standard deviation in three categories)
suggests systemic educational gaps and strengthens the study's internal validity, as all participants
began with similar deficiencies

Table (1) Pre-test Performance

2.00 0.00 2 2
3.00 0.00 3 3
2.27 0.46 2 3
2.40 0.51 2 3
3.00 0.00 3 3
12.67 1.03 12 14

Pre-Test Performance Across Categories
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Figure (1) pre-test perfrmance across categories
4.1.2 Post-test Performance
Following the intervention, students achieved good to excellent performance levels (mean
scores: 4.00-4.40), with overall performance increasing from 50% to 83.5%. Grammar showed the
most dramatic improvement (from 2.00 to 4.20), while Pronunciation achieved perfect scores (M =
4.00). The minimal variability in post-test scores indicates the intervention was effective across the
entire cohort.

Table (2) Post-test Performance
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041 4 5
4.00 0.00 4 4
4.13 0.35 4 5
4.13 0.35 4 5
4.40 0.51 4 5
20.87 0.99 20 24
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Figure (2) post-test perfrmance across categories

4.1.3 Mean Improvements

The intervention produced significant improvements across all categories, with Grammar
showing the largest gain (+2.20 points, 110% increase), followed by Fluency (+1.87 points, 82%
increase) and Vocabulary (+1.73 points, 72% increase). The comprehensive nature of these
improvements suggests the intervention's integrated approach successfully addressed multiple
aspects of language proficiency simultaneously.

Table (3) Mean Improvements

+110%
+1.00 +33%
+1.87 +82%
+1.73 +72%
+1.40 +47%
+8.20 +65%
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Overall Improvement
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Figure (3) Overall improvement
4.2 Inferential Statistics To determine whether the mean differences between pre-test and post-test
scores were statistically significant, a paired samples t-test was conducted. The results are presented
in the following table.
4.2.1 Paired Samples T-Test Results
Table (4) Paired Samples T-Test Results

<0.0001
3.00 4.00 +1.00 -00 14 <0.0001 ol Yes
2.27 4.13 +1.87 -20.55 14 <0.0001 5.305 Yes
2.40 4.13 +1.73 -14.67 14 <0.0001 4.926 Yes
3.00 4.40 +1.40 -10.69 14 <0.0001 2.761 Yes
12.67 | 20.87 +8.20 -33.75 14 <0.0001 6.048 Yes
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Pre-Test vs Post-Test Mean Scores Comparison
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Figure (4 ) pretest vs post-test mean scores comparisons

The infinite t-value and effect size observed for pronunciation resulted from zero post-test
variance, indicating uniform improvement across all participants. All categories demonstrated
consistent and substantial improvements, with Grammar nearly doubling in scores (from 2.00 to 4.20)
and overall performance increasing by 8.20 points (65%). The uniform direction of change across all
categories provides strong evidence that the intervention produced genuine learning gains rather than
selective improvements or measurement artifacts.

The intervention produced exceptionally large effect sizes (d = 2.76-6.05), far exceeding
Cohen's threshold for large effects (d = 0.80). Grammar (d = 5.314) and Fluency (d = 5.305)
demonstrated the largest effects, indicating transformative improvements in both structural and
communicative aspects of language. The overall effect size (d = 6.048) reflects comprehensive
improvements with substantial practical implications for students' English language proficiency as
shown the figure below.
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Cohen's d Effect Sizes by Category
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Figure (5) Cohen’s Effective size by Category
5. Discussion of the Results

The result of the present study provides strong evidence that ChatGPT-based self-correction
significantly enhanced the speaking accuracy of EFL learners across all assessed language domains.
Statistically significant enhancement was observed in grammar, pronunciation, fluency, vocabulary,
organization, and general speaking performance, with all results reaching the p < 0.0001 level. These
extremely small p-values indicate that the observed gains are highly unlikely to have occurred by
chance, thereby supporting the rejection of the null hypothesis and confirming the effectiveness of
the intervention.

Beyond statistical significance, the practical significance of the findings is particularly
noteworthy. The intervention yielded exceptionally large effect sizes across all language categories,
with Cohen’s d values ranging from 2.76 to 6.05. These values far exceed the conventional
benchmark for large effects (d = 0.80), suggesting that the improvements were not only statistically
reliable but also educationally meaningful. Grammar demonstrated the largest effect size, indicating
that ChatGPT-based feedback was especially effective in supporting learners’ awareness and
correction of rule-governed linguistic features. Substantial gains in fluency and vocabulary further
suggest that repeated cycles of output, feedback, and self-repair contributed to greater automaticity
and lexical precision in spoken production.

To sum up, the results suggest that ChatGPT-based self-correction can serve as a powerful
pedagogical tool for improving speaking accuracy in EFL contexts. The combination of statistical
robustness and substantial practical impact highlights the potential of Al-mediated feedback to
promote learner autonomy, deepen cognitive engagement, and facilitate meaningful improvement in
oral language performance.

6. The pedagogical implications

Al-assisted self-correcting tools such as ChatGPT can be useful for supporting EFL speaking
teaching both effectively and immediately, giving students instantaneous and personalized feedback,
especially in a classroom setting where there are lots of students. The application of such tools also
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enhances learner autonomy and metalinguistic awareness, considering they empower learners to
engage in error analysis. Al-assisted language learning tools can create a low-anxiety learning
environment that supports both affective and linguistic development in EFL learners.
7. Limitations of the study

Firstly, the sample who could participate voluntarily in the test was limited. Further, as there
was no audio equipment in the research setting, the testing was done individually at different times,
not simultaneously.
6. Conclusion

This study concludes that integrating AL- based tools ChatGPT as a self-correction as a model
tool can significantly enhance EFL university students’ speaking accuracy.Al-supported self-
correction helped students become more aware of their linguistic mistakes and promoted a more
active and independent approach to learning by providing instantaneous, personalized feedback.
despite certain drawbacks, the results demonstrate the pedagogical value of Al-assisted feedback in
enhancing oral language performance and imply that such technologies can significantly support
speaking development in EFL contexts, especially when instructional resources are scarce.
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The book (Futuh al-Buldan) by al-Baladhuri (d. 279 AH) is a source

for studying Arab Islamic coins
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Abstract:

Through this research paper, we seek to clarify the origins of Arab Islamic money, in light of the book (Futuh
al-Buldan) by al-Baladhuri, who is considered one of the pioneering historians who were interested in
economic thought, especially what is related to documenting the economic phenomenon before and during his
era. We have tried to clarify this distinguished role of al-Baladhuri through the subject of money, through the
topics he addressed in his book on the conquests of countries. We have narrated his conclusions regarding the
prevalence of money and the successive developments that occurred in the monetary system from one era to
another, and from one country to another There is no doubt that everyone is aware of the dangerous role that
money has played throughoutthe ages in the lives of peoples and nations of different intellectual orientations,
ideological affiliations and political systems, and the extent to which it has been able to determine the paths of
rulers and ruled alike. It is also not forgotten how much Islamic thought has contributed in general to keeping
pace with economic development and civilizational growth throughout the ages, and in all areas of life, starting
from the era of the Messenger (peace be upon him) and the era of the Rightly Guided Caliphs. Money and
coins are among the most important sources that can be trusted to write the history of places and areas, as well
as the history of the kings and leaders who helped mint them. This is because they are extremely important
papers because they are genuine and do not misrepresent the facts. Since the titles of rulers and princes are
disclosed through money, it is one of the most significant areas of interest for archaeologists. As such, money
is a valuable material trace that aids historians in their historical and archaeological study.

Keywords: Conquests of Countries - Al-Baladhuri - Arab Islamic Coins
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Abstract
This paper discusses the cognitive and stylistic aspects of selected supplications of Al-Sahifa Al-Sajjadiyya
which is the work of Imam Ali Ibn Al-Husayn Zayn Al-Abidin (Imam Al-Sajjad A.S). By applying the
Conceptual Blending Theory (CBT) as the main means of analysis, the paper will explore the complexity of
explaining the complex theological issues and spiritual states utilizing the integration of the unrelated mental
spaces. This study fills the gap in the cognitive-stylistic analyses of early Islamic prayer literature in that the
paper analyzes how the conceptual blend of concepts occurs in the source materials. By critically examining
the selected supplications, the research paper unravels how Imam Al-Sajjad is using conceptual integration to
develop elaborate metaphors of divine mercy, human imperfection and spiritual exaltation. The results prove
that the conceptual blending is not only a stylistic device of the decorative character but a core of the cognitive
functioning which helps to comprehend abstract religious truths. The study makes contributions to the general
areas of cognitive linguistics, stylistics, and Islamic studies, since it offers a rigorous and empirical study on
the ways meaning is constructed and negotiated in classical Islamic supplications.
Keywords: Conceptual Blending Theory, Al-Sahifa Al-Sajjadiyya, Imam Al-Sajjad (A.S), Cognitive
Stylistics.
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1. Introduction

It is at the intersection of the linguistics and stylistics fields that provides a solid methodology to
examine how language influences and shapes human thought, especially so when it comes to religious
discourse (Oakley & Pascual, 2017, p. 423; Stockwell, 2002, p. 15). The nature of religious texts is
that these texts deal with abstract, transcendent ideas that in most cases cannot be described directly.
Therefore, they extensively are dependent on figurative language, metaphors and complicated
conceptual combinations so that the ineffable can be conveyed to human thinking (Gibbs, 1994, p.
120). One of the most significant instances of such discourse in the Islamic tradition is the Al-Sahifa
al-Sajjadiyyaa compilation of supplications which was ascribed to Imam Ali ibn al-Husayn Zayn al-
Abidin, commonly referred to as Imam al-Sajjad (Chittick, 1988, p. 15; Nasr, 1989, p. 102).

The fourth Imam in the Shia religion was Imam al-Sajjad, who lived in a very turbulent era
in the early Islamic history. His supplications which can also be known as the Psalms of Islam are
not only a way of expressing the sincerity of his personal piety but also a full-fledged store of Islamic
theology, ethics, and spiritual instruction (Modarressi, 1984, p. 34). The Sahifa language is marked
with the depth of the emotional appeal, the sophistication of rhetoric, the richness of ideas.
Nevertheless, the theological and historical importance of the Sahifa has been widely examined,
whereas the cognitive-stylistic building has only been little explored.

This paper would fill this gap by utilizing Conceptual Blending Theory (CBT) that were
proposed by Gilles Fauconnier and Mark Turner (2002, p. 44) to select supplications of the Sahifa.
CBT suggests that creativity and meaning-making in humans occur due to the unconscious
combination of the contents of various mental spaces into a new space which is blended (Fauconnier,
1994, p. 22). Through this analysis of the supplications, the study aims at identifying the cognitive
processes involved in the great spiritual utterances of Imam al-Sajjad and also to illustrate how the
conceptual blending is an important tool of theological expression (Turner, 1996, p. 57).

The intersection of cognitive linguistics and stylistics offers a robust framework for analyzing
the intricate ways in which language reflects and shapes human thought, particularly in the realm of
religious discourse (Oakley & Pascual, 2017, p. 423; Stockwell, 2002, p. 15). Religious texts, by their
very nature, grapple with abstract, transcendent concepts that often defy direct literal expression.
Consequently, they rely heavily on figurative language, metaphor, and complex conceptual
integrations to make the ineffable accessible to human cognition (Gibbs, 1994, p. 120). Among the
most profound examples of such discourse in the Islamic tradition is Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya, a
collection of supplications attributed to Imam Ali ibn al-Husayn Zayn al-Abidin, commonly known
as Imam al-Sajjad (Chittick, 1988, p. 15; Nasr, 1989, p. 102).

This study aims to bridge this gap by applying Conceptual Blending Theory (CBT), developed
by Gilles Fauconnier and Mark Turner (2002, p. 44), to selected supplications from the Sahifa. CBT
posits that human creativity and meaning-making arise from the subconscious integration of elements
from different mental spaces into a novel 'blended' space (Fauconnier, 1994, p. 22). By analyzing the
supplications through this lens, the study seeks to uncover the cognitive mechanisms underlying
Imam al-Sajjad's profound spiritual expressions and to demonstrate how conceptual blending
functions as a vital tool for theological articulation (Turner, 1996, p. 57).

1.2 Research Problem

Although the works of Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya are recognized as having a literary and spiritual
worth, one can observe a lack of linguistic studies that would analyze the cognitive and stylistic
aspects of the works in an organized manner. The theological, historical, and devotional side of the
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text has been the major focus of traditional scholarship (Chittick, 1988, p. 22). Although these studies
are indispensable, they tend to ignore the complicated cognitive processes in which Imam al-Sajjad
uses to create meaning and bring about spiritual change to the reader or reciter (Semino, 2008, p. 45).

Besides, the use of cognitive linguistics with its theory conceptual blending, in the case of
classical Arabicreligious texts is yet to be developed. The majority of cognitive - stylistic studies have
focused either on the literature of the West or modern discourse (Dancygier, 2012, p. 88), which is
why there is a major gap in classical Islamic literature research. This study answers this question by
giving a strict cognitive-stylistic approach to the chosen supplications thus explaining the
multifaceted interplay of language, cognition, and spirituality in early Islamic discourse (Charteris-
Black, 2004, p. 112).

1.3 Research Questions
This research is informed by the following research questions:
1. In what ways does the conceptual blending theory appear in the chosen supplications of Imam
al-Sajjad?
2. Which are the main mental spaces and crucial relations employed in building of these
conceptual blends?
3. What is the stylistic and theological efficiency of the applications due to these conceptual
blends?
4. How can the cognitive-stylistic analysis of these texts aid us to better understand the Islamic
spiritual discourse?
1.4 Objectives
The major objectives of the study are as follows:
1. To determine and examine examples of conceptual blending in some Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya
supplications.
2. To map the input spaces, generic spaces, and blended spaces which are the conceptual
integrations which form them.
3. To test the rhetorical effect and emotional appeal of the supplications that were blended
conceptually.
4. To show how cognitive stylistics can be used to analyze classical Arabic religious texts and
how useful it is.
2. Literature Review

This investigation is theoretically based on the conceptual blending theory (CBT) proposed
by Fauconnier and Turner (2002, p. 18). CBT is a theory of cognitive linguistics that describes the
process of human mind construction of meaning through a combination of information held in various
mental spaces (Coulson, 2001, p. 115). A fundamental conceptual integration system is made up of
at least four mental spaces that include two or more input spaces, a generic space that houses the
common form of the inputs, and a blended space, in which the elements within the inputs are
integrated to form new emergent form (Grady, 2005, p. 1600).

CBT has found considerable use in the study of literary texts, metaphors and creative
discourse in the context of cognitive stylistics. Oakley and Pascual (2017, p. 425) emphasize the
usefulness of CBT to unravel the intricate rhetorical structures and show how abstract ideas are rooted
in the embodied experience. Similarly, Freeman (2005, p. 28) demonstrates that poetic texts are
multifaceted combinations, which cannot be passively perceived by the reader. Nonetheless, there are
some little studies on the application of CBT to the religious texts, especially, Islamic supplications.
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Earlier research on the topic of religious language has tended to use Conceptual Metaphor
Theory (CMT) (Lakoffand Johnson, 1980, p. 5; Kovecses, 2002, p. 34). Although CMT is helpful in
the determination of global conceptual mappings, CBT is more dynamic and detailed, and is able to
reflect the meaning building, present and contextual, which occur in poetry and religious text (Lakoff
and Turner, 1989, p. 67). As an example, research into the Biblical texts and early Christian rhetoric
has demonstrated the role of conceptual blending in the expression of the complicated theological
dogmas (Fauconnier and Turner, 2002, p. 250).

In the case of Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya, theological and historical scholarship has been the main
one. Chittick's (1988, p. 30) seminal translation and introduction do not analyze linguistically but
give essential context about a work. New stylistic approaches toward Islamic prayers have started to
appear, but primarily addressed in terms of rhetorical figures and syntactic form, but have little or no
cognitive aspect to them (Langacker, 2008, p. 210). This research fills the gap by bringing on board
cognitive linguistics and stylistics to examine the supplications of Imam al-Sajjad.
3.Methodology

The current study is qualitative, which resorts to cognitive-stylistic approach as outlined by
Fauconnier and Turner (2002, p.40) Conceptual Blending Theory. The information is composed of
the chosen supplications of the Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya, namely, the two groups of supplications: the
so-called Whispered Prayers (Munajayat) and the Supplication in Repentance, because of the
abundance of metaphorical and conceptual loads.

The analytical process consists of a number of steps. The selected texts are then carefully read
to find the examples of the complicated figurative language and the fusion of concepts. Second,
mental spaces involved in each case are referred, which pinpoints the input spaces, the generic space,
and the blended space (Coulson, 2001, p.130). Third, the essential relations (time, space, cause -effect
and identity) between the elements in spaces are discussed. Lastly, the structure that will emerge in
the blended space i1s analyzed to find out its stylistic and theological meaning (Evans and Green,
20006, p.415).

The analysis refers mainly to the definitive English edition by William Chittick (1988), but
also makes regular reference to the Arabic text. This is crucial for the accuracy of the translation, and
to detect morphological and syntactic features such as root derivations and parallelisms that may not
be obvious in the English version.

For this reason, the analysis also reflects the cultural and theological context of early Islam,
identifying that cognitive blends are not formed in a vacuum, but are formed by the encyclopedia of
the speaker and listener. This means that the cognitive-stylistic analysis is embedded in its historical
milieu, while using modern linguistic analysis to uncover its timeless cognitive phenomena.

The texts are carefully selected. These are prayers for states of repentance, fear, hope and
passionate love. This permits for the detailed study of the conceptual blends used in several emotional
and theological situations. The different prayers in the collection help identify common cognitive
patterns in Imam al-Sajjad's language. The approach also involves an examination of the "vital
relations" between the mental spaces. Time, Space, Analogy, Disanalogy, Part-Whole, and Cause-
Effect are the vibrant associated in a conceptual blend. The study formalizes the conception and
understanding of the metaphors in the Sahifa by illuminating these relationships.

Figurel
The Basic Conceptual Blending Theory
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4.Data Analysis

The data analysis focuses on some of the key conceptual metaphors in the supplications. This
assists to discover the cognitive procedures in the mystical language of Imam al-Sajjad.
4.1Sin as a Physical Burden and Disease

The most prominent blend in the Sahifa is apparent in the 'Whispered Prayer of the Repenters'
(Munajat Al-Ta'ibin). Imam Al-Sajjad uses a complex, multi-input blend of the physical, disease and
sin. The supplicant says:

"My God, my sins have clothed me in the garment of my lowliness, my separation from Thee

has wrapped me in the clothing of my misery! My detestable sins have arrested my hearts"

(Chittick, 1988, p. 235).

In this network, Input Space 1 (The Physical Domain) is someone who is loaded with a great
weight, covered with degrading clothes and is suffering from a fatal disease that has stopped the heart.
In Input Space 2 (The Spiritual Domain) is the supplicant who has sinned, is separated from God, and
is suffering from spiritual lethargy. The Generic Space is comprised of the generic components of a
negative event, pain, a cause (act) and consequence (decline). Sin in the Blended Space is no longer
simply a transgression of God's law, it is also a set of weights that burden the spirit, a set of clothes
that the supplicant must wear and a literal disease that arrests the heart (‘deadened my heart"). This
results in an emergent structure of repentance that is not only an apology, but also a request for a cure
and for physical deliverance. The stylistic result is one of determination and existential urgency, and
one of disgust for sin. The blend asks the reader to experience the "impact" of sin in a literal sense as
a disease and forced labour.

4.2 Heavenly Mercy as an Unlimited Ocean and Sanctuary

Another significant blend is the conceptualization of Heavenly Mercy in the "Whispered
Prayer of the Fearful' (Munajat Al-Kha'ifin) and the 'Whispered Prayer of the Hopers' (Munajat Al-
Rajin). Imam al-Sajjad often blends the spatial domain of an infinite ocean or an impervious
protective refuge with an abstract idea of God's forgiveness. He prays:
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“I have sought asylum in the sanctuary of Thy mercy, I have sought refuge in the courtyard

of Thy pardon" (Chittick, 1988, p. 241).

In the above example, Input Space 1 (The Spatial/Physical Domain) relates to a frightened
refugee seeking safety from a fatal attack and taking refuge in a citadel or a vast ocean, which
extinguishes the fire of the attack. Input Space 2 (Theological Domain) includes a sinner afraid of
God's punishment and looking for God's mercy. The Generic Space comprises a threat, a vulnerable
entity, a protecting entity and looking for refuge.

In the Blended Space, the abstract quality of God is spatialized. It is an actual 'courtyard' and
a 'sanctuary'. The vital relations of space and cause-effect are crucial here. The small and weak
applicant and the great and enormous space of the heavenly mercy are juxtaposed to create a stylistic
difference that shows God's power and human weakness. The cognitive-stylistic analysis exposes that
these are not just metaphors but also mental processes that allow human mind to comprehend the
infiniteness of God's attributes in relation to human skills of seeking defense for the body to survive.
4.3The Blend of the Mystical Journey as Physical Ascension

In the 'Whispered Prayer of the Devotees' (Munajat Al-Muridin), Imam al-Sajjad creates a
blend with the idea of travelling and ascending. He says:

“Make us travel on the roads that arrive at Thee, and set us into motion on the paths nearest

to reaching Thee!” (Chittick, 1988, p. 248).

Input Space 1 is physical travel: roads, beginning and end, paths, and motion. Input Space 2
is mystical improvement: nearness to God, ignorance, and knowledge, purity. The Blended Space is
the development of the 'spiritual path' (Tariqa). Here, spiritual development is touched as motion.
The rhetorical attractiveness of the expression is the active and dynamic verbs ('travel', 'set into
motion') that activate the static idea of spiritual purification. The Blend is extremely reliant on the
dynamic Time-Space relation, in which the temporal development in the spiritual path is matched by
the spatial growth on the road.

4.4 The Blend of Worldly Hardship as a Crucible

In his prayers of hardship, Imam Al-Sajjad regularly couples the idea of hardship with
metallurgy (melting gold) or agriculture (pruning trees). Hardship is a furnace that melts gold or a
tree that needs to be cut. This blend syndicates the negative input of pain with the positive input of
purification and growing to create an emergent product and structure that converts pain into a sign of
heavenly love and a means for purification. This mental re-evaluation is stylistically realized through
paradoxes in which the applicant's pain and distress is converted into appreciation.

4.5 The Blend of the Soul as an Imprisoned

In the "Whispered Prayer of the Complainers" (Munajat Al-Shakin) the soul is a captive to its
desires. Imam Al-Sajjad says:

"My God, I complain to Thee of a soul commanding to evil, rushing to offenses, eager to

disobey Thee" (Chittick, 1988, p. 238).

Input Space 1 is a hostage situation, an assailant and a captive. Input Space 2 is the mental
struggle between the higher self and the lower desires (nafs ammara bi al-su'). The Blended Space
allows us to picture a realistic scenario where the selfis divided and the lower desires are personified
as an aggressive hostage taker. This allows for an externalization of the inner conflict, with the lower
desires being personified as an external captor so that the supplicant can pray for the ultimate savior
God.

4.6 The Blend of the Light of Allah and the Light of the Soul
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Another typical blend in the Sahifa is that of divine guidance as light. In the "Whispered Prayer
of the Knowers' (Munajat al-'Arifin), Imam Al-Sajjad asks for his heart to be lit up. Input Space 1 is
the material world of light and darkness, where we can see, walk and feel secure in the light, and are
blinded and frightened in the dark. Input Space 2 is the spiritual world of knowing and not knowing.
The Blended Space gives us 'spiritual illumination' in which knowledge is experienced as a literal
light shining on the soul in the darkness of this world. This metaphor is based on the primary metaphor
KNOWING IS SEEING, but is a complex blend that includes details of the nature of the divine light,
and how this affects the heart.

4.7 The Blend of the Container Heart

The heart (qalb) is often referred to as a physical container in the Sahifa. It can be filled with
love, emptied of worldly concerns, or can become a stone. In this blend, Input Space 1 is a physical
vessel with certain possessions (capacity, physical, contents). Input Space 2 is the human heart. In
Blended Space, Imam Al-Sajjad can describe complex psychological states as properties of volume
and material. This technique allows, for example, a 'hardened heart' to combine the physical property
of impermeability with the spiritual property of insensitivity to good. Spatializing feeling is a useful
cognitive approach to comprehend abstract mental phenomena.
5.Results

Several inferences can be drawn from the cognitive-stylistic analysis of the selected prayers
from Al-Sahifa Al-Sajjadiyya, as a response to questions posed in the introduction to this article.
First, the analysis verifies that CBT is a strong and dominant theory of traditional Islamic literature
on prayers. The theory breaks down the multi-meaningful, multifaceted metaphors that make up
Imam Al-Sajjad's language, and highlights the way that they work that is ignored by rhetorical
analysis.

Second, the analysis demonstrates that Imam Al-Sajjad employs a systematic cognitive
strategy: he uses the physical input spaces of weight, disease, spatial orientation, protector, motion
and confinement to conceptualize abstract situations of the soul like sin, repentance, mercy, divine,
ascent to heaven and inner struggle. This personification of the transcendent is one of the cognitive
approaches that accounts for the emotional and relatable nature of the entreaties. It illustrates that the
spiritual effectiveness of the Sahifa relies on embodied cognition; the reader is asked to 'experience’
theological truths through the evocation of embodied understandings.

Third, the research exposes that the emergent structures in the blended spaces have specific,
highly strategic theological and stylistic determinations. They foreground the ontological and
existential poverty of man in contrast to the ontologically and existentially rich Being that is the
Maker of all. The blends embody principle; For example, the blend of sin and illness reaches the
reader's mind avoiding her need to reason, and produces urgency and the need for mystical cure.

Fourth, the stylistic wisdom of the Sahifa is the incorporation of these mental spaces into a
reliable and passionate spiritual discourse. The inputs merge seamlessly and the blends are so
integrated into the text that the reader suspends disbelief and accepts the blended reality as a given.
This is a stylistic symbol of excellence and confirms Imam Al-Sajjad not only as a religious leader
but also as a stylist, who instinctively understood how to tap into our dispensation cognitive system
to experience the divine.

Fifth, the research highlights the moral function of the mental spaces. By organizing complex
theological ideas through palatable and accessible physical practices, Imam Al-Sajjad provided a
cognitive framework for supporters regardless of their intellectual capacity to contact profound
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awareness. The cognitive blends provide cognitive scaffolds for the supplicant to transition from the
known world of humans to the unknown world of the Divine, and thus fulfills the purpose of the
supplication of bridging the human and the Divine.

Six, the study proposes that the cultural and theological situation of early Islam had an
important part played in the assortment of input spaces. The desert, the mosque, the relationship
between master and slave, the physical realm of healing and illness were all part of the encyclopedia
of early Islamic culture. Imam Al-Sajjad exploited on these culturally relevant spaces to make blends
that were directly relevant to his listeners, viewing the embeddedness of cognitive meaning.

Finally, the findings suggest that cognitive stylistics has applications for comparative
religious studies. The cognitive processes involved in the Sahifa can be compared to their
counterparts in other religious traditions, and similarities and differences in cognitive processing and

content can be observed.

Table 1
Summary of Key Conceptual Blends in Selected Supplications Results

Conceptual Input Space 1 Input Space 2 Emergent Stylistic &

Blend (Physical/Source)  (Spiritual/Target) Structure Theological
(Blended Space) Function
Sin as Physical Heavy weight, Moral Repentance as a  Creates urgency,

Burden & crushing burden, transgressions, desperate plea existential

Disease terminal illness, spiritual apathy, for medical susceptibility,

humiliating distance from God intervention and and visceral
garments physical disgust toward
unburdening sin; highlights
human frailty.
Divine Mercy as Vast ocean, Infinite divine God's mercy Highlights the
Ocean & impenetrable forgiveness, sinful  spatialized as a  contrast between
Sanctuary fortress, petrified human fearing physical human
refugee seeking divine justice "courtyard" or susceptibility
shelter "sanctuary" and divine
offering authority;
absolute safety  grounds infinite
mercy in
physical
protection.
Spiritual Roads, paths, Spiritual The "spiritual Infuses static
Journey as forward motion, development, path" (Tariqa) divine purity
Physical preliminary point, purification, where spiritual with dynamic
Ascension destination achieving improvement is energy; marks
closeness to God experienced as the abstract
kinetic forward process of
motion spiritual
development
tangible.
Worldly Metallurgy (fire ~ Human suffering, Suffering Transforms
Hardship as a purifying gold),  pain, worldly trials  redefined as a despair into
Crucible agriculture necessary thankfulness
(pruning trees) instrument for through
spiritual paradoxical
refinement and  juxtaposition;
divine love reframes
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The Soul as a
Captive

Divine Light &
Spiritual
[llumination

The Heart as a

Hostage situation,
destructive captor,
helpless victim

Physical light
allowing vision
and navigation;

darkness
producing danger

Physical container
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Internal
psychological
struggle, lower

base desires (nafs)

Divine
knowledge,
leadership;

spiritual ignorance

Human emotional

Internal conflict
externalized;
lower desires
personified as

an active captor

holding the soul
hostage

Spiritual
illumination
where divine
awareness is a

literal light
guiding the soul

Emotional states

negative
involvements.
Makes
psychological
struggle
tangible;
situations God
as the ultimate
liberator from
one's own
desires.
Elevates the
KNOWING IS
SEEING
metaphor;
defines the
transformative
effect of divine
direction on the
heart.
Spatializes

Receptacle with capacity, and divine center articulated in emotion; makes
material relations of abstract mental
possessions (e.g., physical volume states
impermeability) and material immediately
(e.g., a understandable
"hardened" and measurable.
heart)
6.Conclusion
This study has provided a comprehensive cognitive-stylistic analysis of particular

supplications of Al-Sahifa Al-Sajjadiyya using CBT. This research has established that the
supplications of Imam al-Sajjad are not only traditional Arabic literature and sources of Islamic
confidence and practice, they are also cognitive units. It have been used complex networks of
conceptual blending to connect theology and to guide the applicant to a transformative mystical
journey.

By meticulously mapping the inputs, generics and blends and emergent constructions of these
texts, this study has recognized the cognitive processes underlying the stylistic achievement of the
Sahifa. It have been stated how abstract theological ideas such as sin, mercy, spiritual development
and internal conflict are made understandable and moving by being framed in terms of embodied
notions of weight, illness, physical shelter, physical movement and incarceration. This corporeality
of theology is what creates the Sahifa so applicable through the ages.

This research represents a contribution to the fledgling discipline of cognitive stylistics in that
it demonstrates how it can be applied to classical religious discourse, a genre of text that has been
little studied in cognitive linguistics. This research donates to knowledge about the linguistic and
cognitive mechanisms of Islamic prayer texts, not only by labeling these texts historically and
theologically, but also in relations of how they work on our minds.

There are many avenues for further research. For example, a broader analysis of supplications
from the Sahifa could be assumed to reveal any general forms of conceptual blending. Cross-cultural
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research could be undertaken to associate the conceptual blends in the Sahifa with other religious
texts, such as the Psalms of David, or the prayers of other Islamic qualities, in order to create universal
and/or tradition-specific cognitive patterns. Finally, cognitive-stylistic studies of other literary
categories in the Islamic tradition, like Sufi poetry, or mechanism of Islamic philosophy, will also
help to better comprehend the Islamic tradition. And the intersection of cognitive linguistics and
translation studies is another exciting research possibility.

Finally, this research exemplifies the timelessness of Imam al-Sajjad's words and the
interaction of language, cognition and physicality in humans' quest to comprehend the Divine. The
Sahifa is not just a assortment of prayers, it is a lesson on how to lead the human mind to understand
and involve with the infinite.
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Abstract

This study absolutely examines digital English loanwords of both monolingual and bilingual Mosuli
Arabic (henceforth MA) speakers, mainly in the world of digital transformation. Digital English lexical loans
have commonly spread in the spoken and written texts of MA. As aresult, it is quite significant to investigate
the extent digital English loanwords have been phonologically adapted within the phonological system of
Arabic lexicon. Indeed, this phenomenon is challengeable as English and MA are typologically distinct.
Therefore, adaptation of many digital terms from English into MA is considered to be more complicated
process. The aim of the study is to examine and analyse the adaptation of these digital lexemes phonologically.
Collection of 100 digital English loanwords is based on interviews of university participants and the
observation of contemporary social medias, namely five apps: Facebook, You tube, WhatsApp, Telegram and
Messenger. Qualitative method has been followed to activate the theoretical descriptive analysis, following
Campbell’s (2004) model. Results has shown that such loanwords in MA have submitted to special
phonological mechanisms: the replacement of certain English phonemes, vowel lengthening, gemination and
segment insertion or deletion. It has been concluded that these loanwords have undergone significant
phonological changes .
Keywords: Digital English loanwords, MA, and Phonological Adaptation
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Introduction

A language can become an international means of communication with strong-power base (Crystal, 2003).
English has been considered the universal and global language in the world in early 20 ™ century, attributed to
many historical, political, economic and cultural reasons (Kay, 1995). It is a lingua franca as it is the language
of science, technology, innovations, communication, literature, entertainment, media, business and commerce
(Trask, 2003). More than 70% of the scientists in the world can use English, around 85% of mails of the world
is actually English written texts and 90% of the whole information is concerned with electronic retrieval systems
in the world is also kept in English. Hence, the average rate of people speaking English is greater than that of
native speakers (Salman and Mansoor, 2017).

As it is a global language, English tends to be a language donor (Fasold and Linton, 2006), particularly in
the scientific, technological and in telecommunicated domains as a result of the enormous technological
improvements and the information rebellion with the aid of the internet. Language contact, based on the cultural
nature, helps carry out the borrowing mechanism between English and other various languages. Language
contact is one sphere of culture contact (Weinreich, 1963). Any direct or indirect communication, between
speakers of two languages, entails an effect of a language being culturally dominant on another (Sapir, 1991).
Modern smartphones have become one of the most contemporary digital instruments for transforming
information, therefore; online communication has a global role in enhancing cultural contact. Since English has
been described as a global language, it becomes the most widely used across the world via online
communication. When a language lacks certain words or terms to refer to new objects, its speakers borrow the
words from the other language. Such words are known as "Loanwords" as a result of filling the gap between two
or more languages (Khabirova and Oudah, 2020). Borrowings occur for scientific, cultural, political, technical
reasons. The linguistic categories have impact on the way people of different languages speak. The social
meaning is so important to understand the phonological adaptations of borrowings (ibid.).

Normally, Arabic speakers can use two existent varieties of Arabic, these are: Modern Standard Arabic
(henceforth MSA) variety, which is a modernized version of classical Arabic. This high variety is formally used
in educational institutions , TV and radio programmes, and publications. The low variety is colloquial, being
linked with the Arabic dialect with its native speakers of the mother language in informal situations. Therefore,
Arabic is associated with diglossia as two varieties are related to the same language and used simultaneously by
the same groups for communicative purposes (Holes, 2004). Moreover, Arabic has various dialects across
different regions. With regard to “Loanword Typology Project”, a corpus from overall languages across the
world showed that the percentage the lexical borrowing was 24, 2% (Tadmor, 2009), i.e. a quarter of lexical
items as a whole was approximately loanwords, with the respect to the fact that some languages might borrow
lexemes more than others. Taking into account for the globalized impact of English, Onysko (2007) has
produced the concept of “Anglicism” saying that “the term Anglicism is often used as a generic name to describe
the occurrence of English language elements in other languages”. Furthermore, all the loanwords are regarded
as anglicisms but not all the anglicisms are created from borrowing phenomenon (ibid.).

Recently, since the development of technology has a crucial role in transformation of technical terms from
various domains, a large number of technical terminologies has emerged in Arabic ( Al-Athwary, 2016). English
loanwords can be used by speakers across languages as a whole, with or without any morphological-
phonological modifications. This is going to be totally observed when dealing phonologically with digital
English loanwords used in MA, in the case of technical jargon of computer, internet and mobile phone.

1.1 Overview Definitions of Loanwords

The notion “borrowing” is widely adopted and most people recognize what it means. In this case, two
languages can be involved: source language, from which lexemes are borrowed and receptor language into which
lexemes are incorporated (Gadelii, 2015). A loanword has been defined by Haspelmath (2009) when saying

that it is “a word that at some point in the history of a language entered its lexicon as a result of borrowing (or
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transfer or copying)”. On the other hand, Poplack et al. (1988) has elaborated the definition of loanwords as “the
incorporation of L2 words into the discourse of L1, the recipient language, with the possibility of being
phonologically and morphologically adapted to obey the rules of that language and occupy a syntactic status”.
Borrowing process really relies on whether the individual who borrows the words is a native speaker of the
recipient language or not. In the case of native language, the process is called “adoption”. Oppositely, if non-
native speakers or bilinguals borrow words from their language into the foreign language, the process can be
referred to “imposition” (Haspelmath, 2009). Some scholars, such as Winford (2010), prefer to merely specify
the definition of borrowing mechanism with regard to “adoption”.

Two reasons behind borrowing have been mentioned by Matras (2009); to fill the linguistic gap between
the two languages when speaker are unable to produce the foreign terms in their native language, for instance;
digital loanwords that have no counterparts in the recipient language, or to show prestigious feeling of the
speakers. Another reason is that many bilinguals are incapable of retrieving an appropriate lexical item from
their repertoire (Backus, 2001-cited in Salem, 2015).

To compare with code-switching, borrowing is a diachronic phenomenon of borrowing foreign words
between two languages, whereas code-switching is a synchronic one of two or more languages (Clyne, 1991;
Thomason and Kaufman, 1988). For Auer (1999), two types of code-switching are available; alternational and
insertional. The former refers to a return to the native language after making a recognizable switch whereas the
latter indicates the insertion of a linguistic element from one language into another. Appel and Muysken (1987)
have mentioned the distinct borderline between loanwords and insertional code-switching is that; code-switching
is considered a bilingual mechanism, however, borrowing is a monolingual one. Babazade (2024) has argued
that “The digital revolution has not only facilitated cross-linguistic communication but has also provided new
opportunities for then preservation and promotion of linguistic diversity”. There are challenges and difficulties
of using Arabic in the social media due to three features: “Technologies and Applications, Arabic Content and
Material, and Education System”. Many technical words being around digital domain, like mobiles, computers
and internet have been brought from English into Arabic, as a matter of globalization and information
development (Salman and Mansoor, 2017).

The notion “Digital English Loanword” being involved in this research is the umbrella of the whole adapted
lexical items within English etymology. Written digital loanwords point out to English lexemes that are usually
used by monolingual speakers as being a part of MA. The other aspect is that spoken digital loanwords which
denote English lexical items adapted in the phonological system of MA by bilingual MA speakers for
fundamentally enhancing communicative functions. The adaptation concept linguistically refers to whatever
phonological changeable processes that digital English loanwords in MA have submitted in order to be integrated
into the MA system.

1.2 Problems of the Study

The current research goes around a particular domain of borrowing mechanism, which is the phonological
adaptation of digital English loan lexemes into the phonological system of MA. Therefore, two main questions
can be raised:

1- What are the fundamental phonological changes that digital English loanwords in MA, typically lexemes,
have undergone?
2- How phonologically are digital English loanwords adapted into MA?
1.3 Hypothesis
The current study hypothesizes that digital English loanwords in MA undergo many various phonological
adaptations.
1.4 Significance of the Study
Borrowing digital English loanword into MA is an entertaining and controversial topic since these loans,

complex terminologies, have not been studied before in a full detail. A weak genetic link do exist between the
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two different languages with regard to their phonological system. Such typological distinctions may present

enjoyable influences when dealing with phonological adaptation of digital English loanwords.
1.5 Methodology of the Study

The present research exclusively goes in deep of the qualitative analysis of data. Following the qualitative
method is necessary so as to supply sufficient descriptions of the borrowing process as well as the adaptation
of digital English loanwords in the recipient language, i.e. MA, by adopting Campbell’s (2004) model. Data
collection has been based on these authentic resources: university conversations of MA participants throughout
interviews and social medial platforms: Facebook interactions, YouTube, WhatsApp, Telegram and Messenger,
whether spoken-written. Descriptive and structural analysis of the designed corpus is carried out within the field
of the phonological adaptation of about 100 digital English loanwords.

1.6 Limits of the Study

The study is limited to digital English loanwords that are related to technology as well as internet, and used
by MA speakers, MSA is given a little focus. It exclusively concentrates on the analysis of phonological
adaptation of mere digital English loan lexemes. Added to that, the functionalized perspective with regard to the
usages of digital English lexical words in speech and writing aspects has already been ignored.

Data Analysis and Discussion of the Phonological Adaptation of Digital English Loanwords in MA

The descriptive analysis focuses on the phonological adaptation of some digital English loanwords in MA,
whether used in the spoken and written discourses. Such analysis also offers transcription as well as
transliteration of the data collected as the phonology of MA is not completely deviated from the phonology of
MSA . The sub-sequent sections examine various phonological patterns and processes of digital English loan
lexemes’ adaptation in MA regardless of the morphological changes. The type of the realized adaptation has
been identified via making a correlation between both English model and MA replica. Campbell (2004) has
classified the phonological transformations that occur in loanwords into phoneme substitution and
accommodation. In the former, loanwords can follow instances of consonant as well as vowel substitutions.
The latter involves the phonological processes that loanwords submit such as epenthesis, germination and
deletion. Hence, the analysis of the phonological adaptation of digital English loanwords in MA follows
Campbell’s (2004) model.

2.1 Consonant Change

This type of adaptation is associated with the substitution of foreign consonants that either they do not
exist in MSA or they are a portion of the phonological organization of MA. Foreign sounds can be substituted
with their nearest phonetic equivalents in the recipient language (Campbell, 2004).

To start with consonants, the phonemic sounds /p/, /f/, /v/, and /g/ in English are not found in the MSA
system, but they do exist in MA. A fixed phoneme in MSA can be assigned to replace every English sound; as
such /p/ can be substituted with /b/, /7 with /[/, /v/ with /f/, and /g/ with /d3/. Thus, the consonants /p/, /{7, /v/,
and /g/ in digital English loanwords being identified in the collected data can be actually substituted with their
homorganic counterparts consonants in MA. The voiceless phoneme /p/ can be either substituted with its voiced
counterpart phoneme /b/ or realized with /p/, as elaborated in: laptop > 1aptop /1abtob, Apps > *aps/’abs, update
> *apdayt/’abdayt, upload > *aplod/’ablod, profile> profayl/brofayl, page > peéds/beds, program > program/
brogram, PlayStation > playstayn/blaystay/n, desktop > desiktop/ desiktob, post > post/bost, webpage >
wibpaydz/wibb&ds, Snap > ’isnap / ’isnab, and photo-shop > foto[op/fotofob. With regard to those that are not
fully established in MSA, the phoneme /p/ cannot be integrated.

In similar cases, the phoneme / {f / can be replaced by /[/ as in written digital loanwords like Snapchat >
snabfat. However, spoken digital loanwords retain the original phoneme / {f / of the foreign language in MA, as
in chat > ffat or Chat GPT > ffat dzipiti. Furthermore, while /§/ is orthographically transformed into /J/ in writing,
it sometimes maintains in speaking.
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Dealing with /v/ phoneme, there are three processes of adapting it in MA. Firstly, it keeps the original
foreign phoneme in spoken digital loanwords only as in: save > sayv. Secondly, the /v/ phoneme maintains in
spoken texts of MA as in server > sérvar, and virus > vayros, and replaced by /f/ in written texts. Thirdly, in
some instances, the /v/ phoneme can be rendered to its equivalent /f/, in the spoken and written texts of MA,
e.g., live > layf, and vlog > floq/fluq.

The phoneme/g/ cannot be available in MSA, however, it does exist in MA. Digital English loan lexemes
that employ this phoneme reveal some potential adaptations. First, most spoken digital English loanwords keep
their /g/ phoneme. Examples are: tag > tag, login >log’in, logout > log’awt, and group chat > grob ffat. Second,
in spoken and written digital loanwords the phoneme /g/ has four variants: /k/,/g/ or /d3/ in written text, and /g/
in speech as shown in: galaxy > galaksi, Hashtag > haftak /haftag/haftag, blogger > blokar/blogar, google >
$0gl/dz0d31/gogl, Instagram > *inistikram /’inistigram /’inistidgram/’instigram , Telegram > tilikram /tiligram/
tilidsram/tiligram. The substituted sounds in written discourse are part of the Arabic phonological system.

There is a phonological trends in Arabic behind the replacement of foreign consonants so as to add a
phonological colour to loanwords. This is associated to the replacement of certain consonants in digital English
lexical items. Such consonants are /t/, /s/, and /k/ or /g/, which can be substituted with their emphatic
counterparts /t/,/s/, and /q/, respectively. Consequently, these sounds are called ‘emphatic sounds’ as in music
> musiqa (Saiegh-Haddad and Henkin-Roitfarb, 2014). Ali (1987) has stated that the emergence of this
phonological procedure is due to the “tendency of Arabic sounds to combine in certain sequences rather than
others”. Digital English loanwords in MA expressing these emphatic sounds seem to be existent in the following
examples: Excel > ’iksl, cancel > kansl, battery > battariyya(h), shut down > fatdawn, watt > wat, Whatsapp >
watsab/wat-sab, icon > ’ayqonah, and vlog > f15q.

2.2 Vowel change

Phonological adaptation of digital English loanwords involves changing vowels with regard to substitution
as well as lengthening. As with the replacement of consonants, vowel replacement can also be applicable to both
foreign vowels and diphthong in English loanwords that either they are not found in the phonological system of
Arabic or they are a part of such system. It is essential to mention that not the whole English vowels and
diphthongs exist in the Arabic. Moreover, the vowels, /e/, /v/, and /2:/ cannot be perceived in the vowel system
of standard Arabic, but they do exist in some spoken digital English loanwords in MA, mainly /e/, as in:
Facebook > fesbok, network > network, and net > net. In contrast, The preference of /o/ and /6/ over /o/ and /i/,
respectively, is widespread in digital English loanwords in MA, as in: technology > teknolodzi, computer >
kompiyttar, control > kontr6l , and You Tube > yotyob.

Likewise, if the diphthong is placed in a final syllable of loanwords, there will be a motivation to be replaced
by a long vowel. Therefore, the diphthong /ov/ tends to be changed into /0/ in loans like telephone > talifon,
code > kod, iPhone > *ayfon, mode > mod, mobile > mobayil, social media> s6 al midiya, windows > windoz,
protocol > protokol, data show > data o, download > dawnlod, and notebook > notbok. Concerning both the /ar/
and /e1/ diphthongs, they move to be replaced by long vowels, such as: file > fayil, like > layk, username >
ylzerném, Email > ’Tmél, and game > gém.

Digital English loanwords in MA are submitted to especial changes with regard to vowel lengthening. Short
vowels in digital English loanwords appear to be lengthened when integrated in MA. This phonological
phenomenon is expressed in digital lexemes like flash > flaf, camera > kamira, iPad >’aybad, digital > didgital,
Tik Tok > tiktok, blogger > blokar, online > *onlayn, web > wib, link > link, and block> blok.

Arabic syllable structure specifies the stress position, one governs the other (Ryding, 2005), particularly in
the case of substituting diphthongs as well as short vowels with long vowels. To be to the point, Arabic expresses
three kinds of syllable patterns: light/weak syllables (CV), heavy syllables (CVV and CVC), as well as super
heavy syllables (CVVC, CVCC, and CVVCC), where V denotes a short vowel, and VV a long one (Halpern,

2009-cited in Salem, 2015). Moreover, a final syllable in Arabic cannot be stressed unless it is a super heavy
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syllable, and the second to last syllable can be stressed if it is a heavy syllable (McCarthy and Prince 1990 -cited

in ibid.). Therefore, the stress in Arabic can be attached to a long vowel either in final or pre-final locations.
Vowel lengthening in digital English loanwords points out to the shift of stress. The Table (1) shows the Arabic
syllabification of some digital English loanwords, concerning the lengthening of final short vowels with stress:
Table (1): Lengthening of final vowels in digital English loanwords

Arabic CVV-CVVC

Arabic CVC-CVVC

Arabic CV-CV-CVVC

robot > ro-bot

WhatsApp > wat -sab

Photoshop > fo-to-[ob

remote > rI-mon

Hashtag > haJ-tag

telephone > ta-li-fon

Email > Imeél

Webpage > wib-beds

digital > di-dgi-tal

2.3 Gemination

Ghalib (1984) has defined gemination as “doubling the consonant without an intervening vowel”. In other
words, it is a phonological procedure meaning lengthening consonant. The concept geminate means “holding
the articulators and maintaining a longer occlusion for its production” (Catford, 1977). Gemination is not
available in the phonological system of English, it is considered as a basic part of the phonological system of
Arabic. Hence, a speaker of MA tends to geminate specific sounds in digital English loanwords to design at least
minimal prosodic word requirements, in this spoken variety. Gemination in MA mostly occurs in verbs, as shown
in the following examples:
save > sayyav, share > Jayyar, , connect > kannak, hacker > hakkar, face > fayyas, zoom > zawwim
2.4 Addition (Epenthesis)

Epenthesis can be indeed associated with patterns of vowel as well as additions of syllable. Such
phonological process can be elaborated as the “insertion of transitional sounds without etymological motivation”
(Bussman et al. 1996-cited in Salem, 2015). Arabic does not permit a consonant cluster in syllable structures.
To overcome such phonological mechanism, Al-Qinai (2000-cited in Salem, 2015) asserts that Arabs can either
insert a vowel to indicate an additional syllable or add a prefix consisting of a glottal stop (’) and a short vowel
before the original consonant cluster. These two processes are available in digital English loanwords in MA.
Breaking initial consonant clusters can be also found in digital English loanwords in speech, especially those
begin with the phoneme /s/ in CC pattern, as in: scanner > ’iskanar, smartboard > ’ismartbord, story > ’istori,
Snap > ’isnab, skype > ’iskayb, and speaker > ’ispikar. An insertion of a short vowel, like the vowel /i/,
inbetween consonant cluster like CC or CCC patterns, to be broken into CVC, is found in the following digital
English loanwords: script > sikript, screen > sikrin, computer > kompiyiitar, mobile > mobayil and file > fayil.

In English the phoneme /r/ is not pronounced at the end of the words or before a consonant, however, such
phoneme can be rendered with digital English loanwords in MA as in: keyboard > kibord, dashboard > da fbord,
keyword > kiword, password > pasword, barcode > barkdd, filter > filtar, fiber > faybar, printer > printar, hacker
> hakar, Twitter > twitar, Messenger > masindzar, webinar > wi-bi-nar, internet > ’intarnet, and router > rawtar.
2.5 Deletion

Deletion is one of the phonological phenomena being found in spoken texts of many languages. Many digital
English loanwords in spoken variety of MA undergo deletion of some phonemes. Such process might be
assigned to either get out consonant clusters, adhere to the syllable structure in Arabic, or make articulation more
easily. Some consonants are omitted in the final position of spoken English loanwords such as the deletion of
the consonant /t/ in connect > Kannak and format > forma. Vowel omission can be perceived in the digital
English loanwords in spoken MA like automatic > tomatiki and memory > memri, where the vowels /2:/ and /o/
are deleted in the initial and middle positions, respectively.

3. Conclusion

The current section presents a summary of the essential conclusion of this research paper. Loanwords that

coming in the recipient language are mostly submitted to typical and changeable phonological structures to
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appropriately fit into the discipline of that language. This is true for the adaptation of digital English loan lexemes
in MA. Around the phonological level, the adaptation of digital English loanwords is stimulated with the
requirement of complying with the Arabic phonological rules. Adaptation commits to conserve the sound system
of Arabic in terms of substitution English phonemes, as well as the syllable structure in terms of gemination,
epenthesis and deletion. In some other instances, it looks for employing some unique phonetic features of Arabic
as in the case of emphatic sounds. Finally, this study concludes that the native speakers of MA account for the
multiple types of phonological modifications that digital English loanwords have undergone. This indicates that
the adaptation procedure is fundamentally a phonological one since digital loan lexemes are perceived to
consistently abide with the phonological rules of MA.

The research also has conveyed the role of contemporary and modern technology in transforming many
digital English words into MA, emphasizing on how language both phonologically develops and changes.
English, as the global and dominant language, has encouraged linguistic borrowing. Technology has an
established role in linguistic evolution, i.e. it has an impact on how to think and interact with each other.
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Abstract:

This study investigates [raqi EFL (English as a Foreign Language) teachers’ awareness in teaching English as a foreign
language, with particular focus on how gender and years of experience may influence their awareness levels. The main
objectives were to: (1) explore the overall level of awareness among Iraqi EFL teachers; (2) determine whether there are
statistically significant differences in awareness based on years of teaching experience; and (3) assess whether gender
plays a role in shaping teachers' awareness.

The sample consisted of 22 EFL teachers (12 males and 10 females) working in various educational settings in Iraq,
with teaching experience ranging from 1 to 35 years. A structured questionnaire was used as the primary data collection
tool. The instrument included both closed-ended (e.g., Likert-scale, multiple choice) and open-ended questions, covering
areas such as knowledge of teaching methods, classroom techniques, cultural content, professional development, self-
confidence, and perceived challenges.

Data analysis was conducted using descriptive statistics, group comparisons, and narrative interpretation. The findings
indicated that teachers generally possess a high level of awareness in EFL teaching, with a mean confidence score of
3.41 out of 4. The results showed no significant difference in awareness levels based on gender, while a notable
difference was found based on years of experience, with more experienced teachers reporting higher confidence and
awareness. However, less than half of the participants had attended professional development workshops, revealing a
potential gap in continuous training.

These findings highlight the importance of experience in shaping teaching awareness and underscore the need for
broader access to professional development for all EFL educators in Iraq.

Keywords: Teaching English, Teacher’s role, Language awareness, Culture
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1- Introduction

Although language awareness is not a new concept in English as a foreign language instruction, it is still
somewhat of a side issue in both classroom instruction and assessment. The communicative method to language
instruction appears to have advanced significantly over time, giving students a more comprehensive
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understanding of the language before they master it in its entirety. Language instruction programs have expanded
as a result of using English as an international language.

The development of students' practical language skills has been given more importance in the field of foreign
language instruction since the 1980s. When communicative language teaching approaches were consolidated, it
became clear that our primary goal as English as a Foreign Language (EFL) teachers is to help students
comprehend and communicate in that language in a way that is appropriate for the communicative context and
the sociocultural norms of the area. As instructors, we are all aware of that there is more to communication than
just the actual uttered words (Clark, 2007).

Canale and Swain (1980), posited that to achieve mastery of a language, one must acquire four interrelated
sub-competences: linguistic competence, sociolinguistic competence, discourse competence, and strategic
competence. In the realm of modern globalization, language acquisition transcends mere mastery of vocabulary
and syntax, necessitating a comprehension of cultural context. This transition is especially significant in the
instruction of English as a foreign language, as English serves not just as a global communication medium but
also as a conduit linking diverse.

Contemporary educators must understand all these facets to promote advanced learning in the context of
English language instruction. Lack of basic knowledge about teaching English is a problem for many teachers.

The present research is attempting to find out the EFL teachers awareness in teaching English language. This
can be achieved by asking the following queries:

1- Do EFL Iraqi teachers have awareness in teaching English language?

2- Are there any significant differences of teaching awareness according to the
years of experience?

3- Are there any significant differences of teaching awareness based on gender?
2- Aims of the study

This study aims to:

a. finding out Iraqi EFL teachers awareness in teaching English as a foreign
language in general.

b. finding out if there are statistically significant difference of EFL teaching
awareness related to teachers’ years of experience.

c. finding out if there are statistically significant difference of EFL teaching
awareness related to teachers’ gender.

3- Limits of the Study:

This research is limited to Iraqi EFL teachers (primary & secondary stage) of Mosul city/Iraq during the
academic year 2024-2025.

4- Teaching English as a Foreign Language:

English as a foreign language can be taught anywhere in the world. EFL is utilized for a number of reasons,
including official concerns, job advancement, and educational requirements. It is crucial that students be able to
communicate effectively and actively. Some challenges that prevent EFL learners from succeeding include
vocabulary, which demands immediate attention, and grammar in any language. It is anticipated that each will
receive comparable attention in language learning.

Listening, speaking, reading, and writing are the four fundamental language abilities that must be mastered
in order to use the English language successfully. This method heavily relies on vocabulary and grammar.
Additionally, in order to increase the effectiveness of the learning process, the instructor should make learning
enjoyable. (Qayoom, 2019).

4.1 The Teacher's Role in EFL Teaching:
The role of the instructor is crucial in the teaching and learning of any language, particularly English. A

cheerful and gregarious EFL teacher will increase students' involvement in the learning process. In order to
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improve the effectiveness and success of learning, EFL teachers must identify the needs of their students. Since

non-native speakers have less opportunities to utilize the foreign language in the EFL classroom, EFL teachers
must maximize English and minimize the first language in order to immerse their students in real-world
situations. The teacher should encourage and inspire the students to use the new language extensively in the
classroom in order to eradicate the humiliation that comes with using a foreign language. (Biggie, 1971; Gardner
& Lambert, 1972). An effective EFL classroom should be well-prepared and consistently use English. This could
be accomplished through a variety of actions, such as guiding the students to their jobs, keeping an eye on and
controlling their conduct, providing clarification on tasks, etc.

5 -Language Awareness:

Language awareness is an approach that ‘attempts to develop learners’ explicit understanding of language as
well as an awareness of their own learning by involving them in discovery-oriented tasks’ (Borg 1994: 62). By
doing such, a language awareness method can help students connect the numerous facets of language acquisition,
acquire insight into their own language learning process, and strengthen their critical thinking abilities in foreign
language courses.

The realms of cognition, social interaction, power, affect, and performance are all included in the broad
category of language awareness. (James and Garrett 2013). Language awareness research seems to be dominated
by two of these domains: the social domain and the cognitive domain. (Frijns et al. 2018). The four language
skills, the structure of language (grammar and vocabulary), multilingualism, diversity in languages and cultures,
and citizenship are topics that fit within these categories and are commonly covered in language awareness
research. (Ibid)

Awareness of language is operationalized through domain-specific procedures like analyzing and
commenting on language forms and functions, applying new information and insights to new languages,
exchanging language perceptions, and debating (other students') perspectives. (Bolitho et al. 2003). The
application of language awareness in the classroom depends on the instructor's capacity to deliver teaching that
encourages and supports students in the process of learning a language and to identify opportunities and generate
language-related conversations. (Lindahl and Baecher 2016; Wright 2002).

Since the idea has been (re-)defined multiple times over the years, it seems to be a difficult task to come up
with a precise definition that both reflects the multidisciplinary nature of language awareness and takes into
account recent advancements in both education and society. (Svalberg, 2007, 2016).

5.1 Teacher Language Awareness:

Language pedagogy has paid close attention to language awareness since the early 1980s. Language
awareness has been extensively discussed in relation to learners' language development as well as, to a lesser
extent, the analysis and scrutiny of language by language instructors. (Carter, 1994). The goal of the alleged
language awareness development that involves both local and second/foreign language instruction has been to
find strategies for raising students' and teachers' language awareness. (Andrews, 2007).

The fundamental notion of the particular concentration of language awareness enhancement on learners'
language awareness is that learners who can accurately analyze and describe language are likely to be more
effective language users. (Zhang & Li, 2016). Regarding the teachers, itis assumed that their proficiency in the
language they instruct and their aptitude for its analysis will directly contribute to the effectiveness of their
instruction. This is the perspective, for example, that Edge (1988:9) promoted, who argues that "knowledge
about language and language learning still has a central role to play in English language teacher training for
speakers of other languages".

According to Elder (2001), who examined the idea of teacher language proficiency for assessment purposes,
language instructors must: (a) be sufficiently proficient in the target language (TL) to provide their students with
plenty of well-formed patterns; (b) modify their input to make it easier for students to understand; and (c) have

sufficient metalinguistic knowledge to both explain grammatical structures and address student errors.
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Numerous studies show that teacher views have a significant impact on curriculum reform implementation
and success (Farrell & Ives, 2015). Because it may have an impact on students' learning, teacher language
awareness—which relates to instructors' attitudes toward language and the language they teach—is crucial
(Andrews, 2007; Andrews & Svalberg, 2017). The three overlapping elements of teacher language awareness—
user, analyst, and teacher—are all pertinent to the professional expertise of teachers: 1) the teacher's proficiency
in the language to be taught (user element); 2) the teacher's comprehension of linguistic systems and rules
(analyst element); and 3) the teacher's capacity to design lessons that will motivate and assist the language learner
(teacher element) (Lindahl & Baecher, 2016; Wright, 2002).

6- Language and Culture:

Language is the carrier of culture; it contains rich history, tradition, beliefs, and social practices in addition
to the user's cultural identity. Thus, learning a new language involves more than just obtaining vocabulary and
grammar rules; it also entails being exposed to and comprehending a foreign way of life and worldview (Xintian,
2024). It is impossible to ignore the particular needs and specific setting in which English as a foreign language
is taught. Over the past ten years, many nations have changed their general education curricula to align with new
globalization-related criteria (Priestley & Biesta, 2013).

7. Methodology:
7.1 The Procedural Design:

A questionnaire employed in the present study to ascertain the preferred awareness of EFL Iraqi educators.
The instrument included both closed-ended (e.g., Likert-scale, multiple choice) and open-ended questions,
covering areas such as knowledge of teaching methods, classroom techniques, cultural content, professional
development, self-confidence, and perceived challenges.

7.2 Population:

During the academic year 2024-2025, Iraqi EFL teachers working at Nineveh Center in Iraq were part of the
study's population.
7.3 The Sample:

22 EFL teachers (12 males and 10 females) were chosen randomly from the population by the researcher for
this investigation.

7.4 Instrument: The Questionnaire: -

The researcher has created a questionnaire in order to find out Iraqi EFL teachers awareness in teaching
English as a foreign language. The questionnaire had six primary components when created: First, Awareness
of EFL Teaching Methods, which poses some methods such as (Communicative Language Teaching, Task
Based Language Teaching, Content-Based Instruction, Total Physical Response and The Lexical Approach.
Second, Teaching Practices. This part including answering two questions by selecting the suitable choices.
Third, Professional Development. It also required replying of two questions. Fourth, Challenges in Teaching
EFL. The sample members have to choose which ones they may face. Fifth, Self-Assessment. The sample
members here have to inform to which extent they have confident in teaching English as a foreign language.
Besides, which areas of training they feel need to. Sixth, Feedback and Suggestions. In this point, each member
of the sample has to inform which resources or support would help him, and additional comments or suggestions
regarding EFL teaching.

8. The results:
8.1 Descriptive Analysis:
The current research based on three aims:
The First Aim:
“Finding out Iraqi EFL teachers awareness in teaching English as a foreign language in general.”
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The study sample consisted of 22 Iraqi EFL teachers, comprising 12 males and 10 females, with teaching
experience ranging from 1 to 35 years. The average years of experience was approximately 11.73 years,
indicating a moderately experienced group overall.

Participants were asked to self-assess their confidence in teaching English as a foreign language. The mean
confidence level was 3.41 out of 4, reflecting generally high awareness and self-efficacy in their teaching
practices.

When asked about professional development, 41% of participants reported having attended EFL-related
workshops. Topics included communicative approaches, e-learning tools, curriculum updates, and special needs
education. These findings suggest that while awareness levels are generally strong, less than half of the
teachers have engaged in formal training, pointing to a potential gap in continuous professional development.

The Second Aim:

“finding out if there are statistically significant difference of EFL teaching awareness related to teachers’
years of experience.”

Participants were grouped by teaching experience:
o Low Experience (<10 years)
o High Experience (>10 years)
Table (1): Descriptive EFL Teaching Awareness According to Years of Experiences

Experience Group Mean Confidence Std. Deviation N
<10 years 3.23 0.83 13
> 10 years 3.67 0.71 9

The results show that teachers with more than 10 years of experience report higher confidence levels in
teaching EFL compared to their less experienced peers. This finding suggests that experience positively
contributes to increased awareness, likely due to long-term exposure to different classroom situations,
methods, and ongoing adaptation.

This difference, while moderate, supports the idea that teaching experience enhances professional
awareness and readiness in dealing with varied linguistic and cultural challenges associated with EFL teaching.

The Third Aim:

“finding out if there are statistically significant difference of EFL teaching awareness related to teachers’
gender.”

To explore gender-related differences in EFL teaching awareness, the self-reported confidence scores were
compared between male and female teachers.

Table (2): Descriptive EFL Teaching Awareness According to Gender

Gender Mean Confidence Std. Deviation N
Male 342 0.79 12
Female 3.40 0.84 10

The results show very similar average confidence levels between male and female teachers, with only a
0.02-point difference. This negligible variation suggests that gender does not play a significant role in
influencing awareness or confidence in teaching EFL. Both male and female teachers report strong familiarity
with teaching methods and practices, and there is no evidence of disparity in access to training or resources.
8.2 Statistical Analysis:

1. Independent Samples T-Tests
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Table (3): Differences in Confidence according to Gender and Experiences

Comparison T-Statistic P-Value Interpretation
Gender (Male vs. Female) 0.047 0.963 Not significant
Experience (<10 vs. >10 years) -1.321 0.202 Not significant

Interpretation: There are no statistically significant differences in confidence levels based on gender or
experience group.
2. Pearson Correlation

Table (4): Correlation between Years of Experience and Confidence

Variable 1 Variable 2 Correlation P- Interpretation
Coefficient Value
Years of Experience Confidence (1-4) 0.369 0.091 | Not significant

Interpretation: There is a positive correlation between years of experience and confidence, but it is not
statistically significant at the 0.05 level.
9. Discussion of the Results:

The analysis of the data collected from 22 Iraqi EFL teachers revealed valuable insights into their awareness
of teaching English as a foreign language. Descriptive statistics indicated a generally high level of awareness
and confidence, with an average confidence score of 3.41 out of 4. Teachers with more than 10 years of
experience demonstrated slightly higher confidence (mean = 3.67) compared to their less experienced
counterparts (mean = 3.23). Similarly, the mean scores for male and female teachers were nearly identical,
suggesting gender-related differences were minimal at the descriptive level.

To determine whether these observed differences were statistically significant, inferential tests were
conducted. The results of independent samples t-tests showed no statistically significant difference in
confidence levels based on either gender (p = 0.963) or experience group (p = 0.202). Furthermore, a Pearson
correlation test found a moderate positive relationship between years of experience and confidence (r =
0.369), though this result was also not statistically significant (p = 0.091).

These findings suggest that, while experience may be associated with greater confidence, the small sample
size may have limited the ability to detect significant effects. Thus, although no statistical significance was
found, the descriptive trends still support the idea that teaching experience contributes positively to awareness.
Additionally, the low percentage of teachers who had attended professional development workshops (41%)
indicates a potential gap in ongoing training that may influence awareness levels in the long term.

Overall, combining descriptive and inferential analyses provides a clearer, more balanced view of the results.
The study concludes that while Iraqi EFL teachers demonstrate strong awareness in their field, greater emphasis
on professional training opportunities may further enhance their competence and confidence.

10. Conclusions:

This study examined the awareness of Iraqi EFL teachers in teaching English as a foreign language, with a
particular focus on how awareness may vary based on gender and years of teaching experience. The findings
revealed that, overall, the participants demonstrated a high level of confidence and awareness in their teaching
practices, with an average confidence score of 3.41 out of 4. Descriptive analysis suggested that more
experienced teachers tended to report slightly higher confidence than those with fewer years of experience, and
that male and female teachers exhibited nearly identical levels of self-reported awareness.

However, inferential statistical tests, including independent samples t-tests and a Pearson correlation,
indicated that these observed differences were not statistically significant. This suggests that while trends exist
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in the data, they cannot be generalized confidently to the larger population due to the study’s relatively small
sample size.

The combination of descriptive and inferential analysis provided a more balanced and credible interpretation of
the findings. The results suggest that teaching experience may influence awareness, though further studies
with larger samples are needed to confirm this. Additionally, the relatively low rate of participation in
professional development activities among the sample highlights an opportunity for greater institutional
support for ongoing training.

In conclusion, Iraqi EFL teachers show promising levels of teaching awareness, but enhancing training
opportunities and supporting less experienced teachers may help close any remaining gaps and further strengthen

teaching quality across contexts.
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The Effect of Communicative Activities on Reducing Speaking Anxiety
among Iraqi Secondary School Students:
Group Work and Role-Play as Instructional Strategies
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ABSTRACT
The study action research study investigates the effect of communicative activities such as group work
and role-playing, affect on reducing speaking anxiety among Iraqi secondary school students.
Encouragement by the researcher's observations across several years of teaching English at multiple school
levels in Iraq, the study adopts a practitioner inquiry framework using a pre-test/post-test design with two
intact groups: an experimental group (n = 25) who participated in structured communicative activities
meanwhile three weeks, and a monitoring group (n= 22) who uninterrupted with conventional instruction.
The findings reveal a clear and substantial improvement in the experimental group: the proportion of
Weak performers dropped from 60% to 16%, while students rated Excellent 40% to 84% , an increase of 44
percentage of difference. In contrast, the control group showed more modest improvements (31.8% to
59.1%). Alongside these figures, detailed classroom observations recorded a genuine shift in students'
willingness to speak: from reluctance and silence toward active peer interaction and voluntary participation.
This paper concludes that communicative activities represent a practical, affordable and curriculum-
compatible means of addressing speaking anxiety in Iraqi classrooms.
Keywords: Speaking Anxiety, Communicative Activities, Group Work, Role-Playing, Action Research,
Iraqi Secondary Schools, EFL, Practitioner Inquiry.
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Introduction
After several years of teaching English in Iraqi schools at different levels, one pattern has remained strikingly
consistent: students who can read a passage, complete a grammar exercise, or write a paragraph with reasonable
accuracy become almost entirely silent the moment they are asked to speak. This gap between written
competence and spoken performance is not new to English language teachers in Iraq, but it is no less troubling
for being familiar.
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The present study grew directly out of this classroom reality. As a teacher who has worked with students across

more than one educational stage, the researcher has had ample opportunity to observe the ways in which speaking
anxiety takes hold — and the ways in which certain teaching approaches seem to loosen its grip. It was this
accumulated observation, rather than any abstract theoretical concern, that prompted the question at the heart of
this study: can structured communicative activities — specifically group work and role-play — make a
measurable difference to students' willingness and ability to speak English in the classroom?
Action research is the appropriate framework for this kind of inquiry. It begins with a problem identified in
practice, tests a response within the natural classroom setting, and produces findings that are immediately
applicable to teaching (Burns, 2010). The study was carried out over three weeks with two intact groups of
secondary school students. One group took part in communicative activities; the other continued with the
conventional approach. Oral performance was assessed before and after the intervention using a structured
rubric, and classroom observations were recorded throughout.
This paper reports what was found — not as a definitive experimental proof, but as a careful, honest account of
what happened in one teacher's classroom when a deliberate change was made.
Statement of the Problem
The problem this study addresses is one that the researcher has encountered repeatedly across different school
levels and age groups: a large proportion of Iraqi secondary school students display deep reluctance to speak
English, even when they clearly possess some degree of linguistic knowledge. In the researcher's experience,
this reluctance is not primarily a matter of vocabulary or grammar deficiency — though those factors play a role
— but rather of anxiety: a fear of making mistakes in public, of being judged by peers, and of falling short of
the standards associated with speaking correctly. Students who answer written questions promptly will fall silent
when asked the same question orally. Students who can compose a short paragraph will claim they "don't know"
when invited to express the same idea in speech.
This pattern is reinforced by classroom conditions. The dominant instructional model in Iraqi secondary schools
— centred on grammar explanation, translation, and written drills — gives students almost no opportunity to
practise speaking in a low-stakes, collaborative context. When speaking does occur, it is typically in the
highstakes format of the teacher calling on an individual student in front of the whole class, a situation that
heightens rather than reduces anxiety. The result is a classroom culture in which silence is safer than speaking,
and in which students' spoken English remains largely undeveloped despite years of formal instruction.
Objectives of the Study
This action research study pursues four practical objectives:
1. To test whether group work and role-play activities produce measurable improvement in students' oral
performance compared to conventional instruction.
2. To document changes in students' speaking behaviour — including participation rates, willingness to initiate
communication, and signs of anxiety reduction — over the course of the intervention.
3. To contemplate the practical challenges of implementing communicative activities within the constraints of
the Iraqi secondary school curriculum.
4. To draw out recommendations that other teachers in similar contexts could act on directly.
Research Questions
Three questions guide this inquiry:
1.Do group work and role-play activities lead to greater improvement in speaking performance than
conventional instruction among Iraqi secondary school students?
2. What noticeable change in speaking attitude and classroom participation accompany the use of
communicative activities such as group work and role-playing?
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3. What practical difficulties arise when introducing these activities in an Iraqi secondary school setting and
how can they be managed to?

Why This Study Matters

There is no shortage of research on communicative language teaching, and there is substantial international
evidence that it works. What is less well represented in the literature is the Iraqi teacher's perspective: the specific
challenges of large classes, exam-focused curricula, limited resources, and a classroom culture that has not
traditionally valued spoken English. This study is written from inside that context. Its value lies not in the size

of its sample or the sophistication of its statistical analysis, but in the authenticity of its account and the directness
of its implications for teachers working in conditions very similar to those described here.
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Literature Review
Speaking Anxiety in Foreign Language Learning

The anxiety that students feel when asked to speak a foreign language is well documented and well theorised.
Horwitz, Horwitz, and Cope (1986), whose work remains foundational in this area, identified foreign
language speaking anxiety as a specific and identifiable form of anxiety — distinct from general nervousness
— that arises from the particular demands of performing in a language one does not fully command. They
distinguished three components: apprehension about communicating, worry about being evaluated
negatively, and test anxiety. In the Iraqi classroom context, the second of these — fear of negative evaluation
— is arguably the most powerful. Making an error in English in front of classmates carries a social cost that
many students are unready to risk.

The theoretical consequences of this anxiety are well captured by Krashen's (1982) Affective Filter
Hypothesis, which holds that high anxiety effectively blocks language acquisition by creating a
psychological barrier between the learner and the input they receive. From this perspective, reducing anxiety
1s not a luxury or a matter of making students feel comfortable it is a prerequisite for learning to take place
at all. This is a point that the researcher has come to appreciate through classroom experience, students who
are anxious do not just speak badly but they often stop engaging with the language altogether. These findings
resonate closely with what the researcher has observed across twofold school levels in Iraq.

What Communicative Activities Can Do

Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) rests on a simple but powerful premise: people learn to speak by
speaking, not by studying about speaking (Hymes, 1972; Canale & Swain, 1980). Group work and role-play
are among the most widely recommended tools within this framework, precisely because they alter the social
dynamics of speaking in ways that reduce anxiety.

When students speak in small groups, the audience for their potential mistakes shrinks dramatically. The
teacher — whose evaluation carries the greatest social weight — is no longer the immediate interlocutor.
Peer support becomes possible. Mistakes become less catastrophic. Long and Porter (1985) showed that
group work produces more speaking, more varied language use, and greater student engagement than
teacher-fronted instruction, and subsequent research has consistently supported these findings (Nunan,
1989).

Role-play adds a further psychological dimension. By asking students to speak as a character rather than as
themselves, role-play creates a kind of protective distance between the learner and the performance. The
student is not failing as a person; the character is struggling in a scenario. This shift in framing can be
remarkably effective for anxious learners (Ladousse, 1987). Liu and Jackson (2008) found significant
anxiety reduction following role-play activities among Chinese EFL students. Hameed (2020) reported
comparable findings in Iraqi secondary schools, noting observable increases in participation and reductions
in hesitation behaviour over a twelve-week intervention period.

Action Research as a Framework for Practitioner Inquiry

Action research is a form of systematic, reflective inquiry carried out by practitioners within their own
professional settings (Burns, 2010; Kemmis & McTaggart, 1988). It differs from conventional research in
that its primary purpose is not to generate universally generalisable findings, but to understand and improve
a specific local situation. For a teacher investigating what happens in his own classroom, action research is
a natural and appropriate methodology.

The actionresearch cycle — observe a problem, plan a response, implement it, and reflect on the outcome —
maps directly onto what the researcher did in this study. The framework also validates the kinds of evidence
that are naturally available to a classroom teacher: performance ratings, observation notes, and personal
reflection, alongside whatever quantitative data can be collected within normal teaching conditions. As

Burns (2010) notes, the insider perspective of the practitioner-researcher is not a limitation to be apologised
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for; it is a distinctive strength that produces a quality of contextual understanding unavailable to outside
observers.
The Iraqi Secondary School Context

Teaching communicatively in an Iraqi secondary school is not straightforward. Classes are large — often
between 35 and 50 students — which makes the management of group activities genuinely demanding. The
national curriculum is heavily oriented towards grammar and translation, and national examinations assess
reading and writing almost exclusively, which means that neither teachers nor students have strong
institutional incentives to invest time in speaking. Many teachers, moreover, have had limited exposure to
communicative methodology in their own training and may feel uncertain about how to structure activities
or manage the noise and movement that communicative tasks involve (Al-Asadi, 2019).

These are real obstacles, and the researcher has encountered all of them. The point of this study, however, is
to demonstrate that they are not insurmountable — that even within these constraints, a focused three-week
intervention can produce genuine and visible change. The question is not whether communicative activities
work in ideal conditions, but whether they can work in the conditions that actually obtain in Iraqi schools.
The evidence presented here suggests that they can.

Methodology
Research Design

The study uses a pre-test/post-test design with two intact classroom groups. This is a standard approach in
action research conducted within school settings, where it is not possible to assign students randomly to
different conditions — students are assigned to classes on administrative grounds, and those classes become
the researcher's groups (Creswell, 2014). The design makes it possible to compare performance before and
after the intervention, both within each group and between the two groups, which provides a reasonable
basis for evaluating the effect of the communicative activities while acknowledging the limitations of a
small, nonrandom sample.

Participants

The participants were students from two of the researcher's classes at a state secondary school in Iraq during
the academic year 2024-2025. Both classes originally comprised 35 students, but ten were excluded from
the final analysis because they were absent during either the pre-test or the post-test, leaving 25 students in
the experimental group and 22 in the control group (n =47 in total). Both groups were at the same year level
and following the same national curriculum. The researcher taught both groups, which ensured that any
differences in outcome could not be attributed to differences in teacher quality or teaching style outside the
experimental variable.

Assessment Instrument

Each student's oral performance was assessed individually by the researcher using a three-level rubric:
Excellent, Good, and Weak. The assessment task was the same for both pre-test and post-test: students were
asked to describe a familiar topic, answer simple questions, or take part in a short exchange. The rubric was
deliberately simple, reflecting the practical reality of assessing 47 students within normal classroom
conditions. The researcher's extended familiarity with his students' abilities — built up over multiple terms
of teaching them — provides a form of contextual validity that partially compensates for the rubric's
coarseness (Burns, 2010). An independent second rater was not included in this cycle of the research; this
is acknowledged as a limitation and identified as a priority for the next cycle.

The Intervention

The intervention ran for three weeks, with four English lessons per week. In each lesson, the experimental
group took part in communicative activities built around the existing curriculum content, so that the
intervention did not require the researcher to abandon the prescribed syllabus. Two types of activity were

used:
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« Group work: Students worked in groups of four or five to discuss topics, solve simple problems, or
complete information-gap tasks. The teacher moved around the room to facilitate, prompt and bolster
but did not take control of the interaction or correct students during the activity.

« Role-playing: Students were assigned characters and scenarios drawn from all days' life — asking for
directions, making a purchase, introducing a friend. The scenarios were sequenced so that the first week's
tasks were simpler and shorter with complexity increasing --- the three weeks. The control group received
standard lessons during the same period: grammar explanation, vocabulary exercises, reading
comprehension, and written tasks. No communicative activities were introduced with the control group
during the intervention period.

Data Collection and Analysis
Two types of data were collected, consistent with the action research emphasis on triangulation (Burns, 2010):
« Performance data: Pre- and post-test ratings (Excellent/ Good / Weak) for all 47 students, recorded as
frequencies and percentages and compared across groups and time points.

« Observation data: Notes recorded by the researcher during and after each lesson documenting changes in
students speaking behavior, participation patterns, and apparent anxiety levels. Results are discussed
primarily in terms of practical significance, the size and consistency of the changes observed, rather than
formal statistical testing, which would not be reliable with a sample of this size and is not required within
the action research framework (Burns, 2010; McNiff, 2013).

Results
Starting Point: Pre-Test Results

Before the intervention began, both groups showed very similar performance profiles — and both showed
the pattern that the researcher had anticipated based on classroom experience: a large majority of students
rated Weak, a smaller group rated Good, and only a handful rated Excellent. In the experimental group (n =
25), 4 students (16%) were rated Excellent, 6 (24%) Good, and 15 (60%) Weak. In the control group (n =
22), the figures were almost identical: 4 students (18.2%) Excellent, 3 (13.6%) Good, and 15 (68.2%) Weak.
The two groups were, in other words, essentially equivalent at the start — both struggling, and struggling

in the same way.
Table 1: Pre-Test Oral Performance — Both Groups

Performance Level Experimental (n=25) Control (n=22) Total (n=47)

Excellent 4(16.0%) 4(18.2%) 8 (17.0%)
Good 6 (24.0%) 3(13.6%) 9 (19.1%)
Weak 15 (60.0%) 15 (68.2%) 30 (63.8%)
Total 25 (100%) 22 (100%) 47 (100%)

After the Intervention: Post-Test Results

Three weeks later, the picture in the experimental group had changed substantially. The number of students
rated Excellent had more than doubled, from 4 to 10 (16% to 40%). Good-rated students increased from 6
to 11 (24% to 44%). Most striking of all, the number of Weak-rated students fell from 15 to just 4 — from
60% of the group to 16%. Taken together, the proportion of students performing at Excellent or Good rose
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Performance Level Experimental (n=25) Control (n=22) Total (n=47)

Excellent 10 (40.0%) 6(27.3%) 16 (34.0%)
Good 11 (44.0%) 7 (31.8%) 18 (38.3%)
Weak 4(16.0%) 9 (40.9%) 13 (27.7%)
Total 25 (100%) 22 (100%) 47 (100%)

from 40% before the intervention to 84% after it: a gain of 44 percentage points in three weeks. The control
group also improved over the same period — something the researcher expected, given that both groups

were continuing to receive regular English instruction. The proportion performing at Excellent or Good rose
from 31.8% to 59.1%, a gain of 27.3 percentage points. This improvement is real and should not be

dismissed. However, itis 16.7 points less than the gain achieved by the experimental group, suggesting that
communicative activities produced a meaningful additional benefit beyond what normal instruction alone
achieves.

Table 2: Post-Test Oral Performance — Both Groups

Summary of Changes
Table 3Change in Performance Distribution (Pre- to Post-Test)

Performance Level Exp. Group Change Control Group Change Difference

Excellent +24.0% +9.1% +14.9%
Good +20.0% +18.2% +1.8%
Weak -44.0% -27.3% -16.7%

Excellent + Good +44.0% +27.3% +16.7%

What the Classroom Observations Showed

Numbers tell part of the story. The observation notes tell the rest. What the researcher witnessed in the
experimental group across the three weeks of the intervention was not a smooth, linear improvement but
something more interesting: a gradual unlocking of participation that accelerated as students grew more
comfortable with the format.

In the first week, the group work sessions were noticeably awkward. Students were uncertain about what
was expected of them, reluctant to speak even in the small group setting, and prone to lapsing into Arabic
when they ran out of English words. Several students sat largely silent, contributing only when directly
addressed by a group member. The role-play tasks produced nervous laughter and short, halting exchanges.
By the second week, something had shifted. Students began initiating exchanges within their groups rather
than waiting to be prompted. Several started asking peers for vocabulary rather than abandoning the attempt
to communicate. Self-correction — a sign that students are monitoring their own output rather than simply
falling silent— became more frequent. The researcher noted in particular that students who had been among
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the most anxious in the pre-test were beginning to take small communicative risks: attempting sentences,

accepting corrections from peers, trying again
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By the third week, the change was visible to anyone who walked into the room. The lessons were
noisier, more energetic, and more student-directed than anything the researcher had observed with this
group before. Several students who had been rated Weak in the pre-test were now participating actively
in role-play scenarios, sustaining exchanges of several turns and showing what could only be described
as enjoyment. One student — who had not spoken a complete sentence in English in the pre-test —
volunteered to perform his role-play in
front of the class.
The control group showed no comparable change. Their lessons remained quiet and teacher-centred
throughout the three weeks, with the same students participating and the same students staying silent as
before.
Discussion

The results of this study are consistent and clear. Across both the quantitative performance data
and the qualitative classroom observations, the experimental group — which received communicative
activities — showed substantially greater improvement than the control group over the same three-week
period. The gap between the two groups' gains (44 percentage points versus 27.3) is large enough to be
practically significant by any reasonable standard, and the qualitative evidence provides a rich and
credible account of how that improvement came about.
The theoretical explanation is not difficult to find. The communicative activities created conditions that
are well known in the research literature to reduce speaking anxiety: smaller audiences, peer
collaboration, lower evaluative stakes, and the psychological protection of a role-play character (Long
& Porter, 1985; Ladousse, 1987; Krashen, 1982). What the researcher can add to this is a practitioner's
account of how these dynamics played out in a specific Iraqi classroom — the initial awkwardness, the
gradual loosening, the moment when a previously silent student chose to speak in front of his peers.
These are the textures of the process that quantitative data alone cannot capture.
It is also worth reflecting on what the control group's improvement tells us. These students got better
too, without any communicative activities — which suggests that normal instruction is not entirely
without effect on oral performance. But their improvement was considerably smaller, and showed none
of the qualitative signs of anxiety reduction observed in the experimental group. This comparison
supports the argument that communicative activities do something that conventional instruction does
not: they address the affective dimension of speaking, not just the linguistic one.
From the researcher's own teaching perspective, the three weeks of the intervention produced one
further insight that does not appear in any table: the experience of teaching the experimental group
became more satisfying. Lessons were more alive. Students were more present. The classroom felt, for
the first time in a long time, like a place where spoken English was actually happening — imperfectly,
noisily, and with plenty of mistakes, but happening.
Reflections and Lessons Learned
Action research is as much about reflection as it is about data. Looking back on this cycle of inquiry,
several practical lessons stand out. First, the transition to communicative activities took time. The first
week was the hardest — for the students and for the teacher. Setting clear expectations, explaining the
purpose of the activities, and tolerating the initial awkwardness were all essential. Teachers who try this
approach and abandon it after one difficult lesson will not see the results reported here.
Second, the integration of communicative activities with the existing curriculum content was both
possible and important. Students were not being asked to abandon the syllabus; they were being asked
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to engage with it differently. This made the intervention sustainable within normal school conditions
and reduced the risk of conflict with curriculum requirements.

Third, the role-play format appeared particularly effective for the most anxious students. The researcher
observed that several students who were visibly uncomfortable speaking as themselves became
markedly less inhibited when given a character to inhabit. This is consistent with the literature
(Ladousse, 1987) and represents a specific, teachable technique that other practitioners could adopt
immediately.

Limitations

This study has several limitations that should be acknowledged honestly. The sample is small (n = 47)
and comes from a single school, which means the findings cannot be generalised with confidence to
other contexts. The three-level assessment rubric is coarse, and the absence of an independent rater
means that the researcher's own

evaluations — however careful — may have been influenced by knowledge of which group received
the intervention. No standardised anxiety measure was used, so anxiety reduction is inferred from
behaviour rather than directly measured. And three weeks is a short time; it is not known whether the
gains observed here would be sustained, extended, or reversed over a longer period.

These limitations do not invalidate the findings, but they do define their scope. This is one teacher's
careful account of what happened in his classroom. It invites replication, extension, and critical
engagement — which is precisely what the action research tradition intends.

Conclusions and Recommendations

Conclusions

This study set out to answer a practical question: can group work and role-play activities make a real
difference to speaking anxiety and performance in an Iraqi secondary school classroom? The answer,
based on three weeks of systematic observation and performance assessment with 47 students, is yes
— and the difference is substantial.

In the experimental group, the proportion of Weak performers dropped from 60% to 16%. The
proportion performing at Excellent or Good rose from 40% to 84%. These are not marginal
improvements; they represent a transformation in the distribution of performance within the group. And
they were accompanied by observable, qualitative changes in students' behaviour that are consistent
with genuine anxiety reduction: increased willingness to speak, more peer-initiated interaction, greater
tolerance for making mistakes, and — most importantly — the experience of spoken English as
something students can actually do.

For a teacher who has spent years watching students fall silent when asked to speak, these results are
genuinely encouraging. They suggest that the problem of speaking anxiety in Iraqi classrooms is not
fixed or inevitable — that it responds to changes in teaching approach, even within the constraints of a
demanding curriculum and large class sizes.

Recommendations

For Classroom Teachers:

« Start small. A single group work task per lesson, or one role-play per week, is enough to begin
shifting classroom dynamics. Complexity can be added gradually as students and teacher grow more
comfortable with the format.

« Build a classroom culture that treats mistakes as evidence of effort, not failure. This cultural shift
— which takes time but is achievable — is as important as the activities themselves.
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« Use role-play particularly for the most anxious students. The protective distance of a character can
unlock participation in students who will not speak as themselves.

. Keep communicative activities connected to the curriculum. Teachers do not need to choose
between the syllabus and speaking; with some planning, the two can support each other.

For Curriculum Designers and School Leaders:

«Speaking skills should be included explicitly in curriculum objectives and assessed in national

examinations.

Without this institutional signal, teachers face strong pressure to focus exclusively on written skills.
« Professional development in communicative methodology should be made available to practising
teachers, particularly those who trained under more traditional approaches.

For Future Cycles of This Research:

. Extend the intervention to at least eight weeks to assess whether the gains observed here are
sustained and deepened over time.

Include an independent rater in the assessment process to strengthen the validity of performance

ratings.
Use a validated anxiety scale alongside performance data to measure anxiety reduction directly.
. Replicate the study across multiple schools and year levels to build a more robust evidence base.
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Abstract

The virtual world has become an essential part of women's daily lives. The widespread use of the
Internet and digital technologies has created new opportunities for women to communicate with the
outside world social empowerment of women in the virtual world is considered a fundamental tool that
can effectively enhance women's participation in society and develop their skills through technology,
particularly the Internet and social media platforms these technologies help break traditional constraints
imposed on women by enabling them to build social and professional networks that contribute to the
development of their abilities and skills, while also opening new opportunities for development and
economic independence social media and digital platforms also play an important role in providing
access to knowledge and information, which in turn increases employment opportunities for women.
Therefore, this study aims to woman’s identity can be determined on social media, to understand social
skills and experiences gained through digital engagement, and the analytics sector between the level of
women's social empowerment and their patterns of interaction with the virtual world (the internet and
social media). The study utilizing a descriptive-analytical approach, the research moves beyond
theoretical generalizations to assess practical policy implementation this was achieved through
reviewing relevant literature and previous studies related to the research title. Results highlight that are
economic independence which is one of the indicators of empowerment achieved by women, to obtain
suitable work through their use of social media, in addition to women’s social empowerment through
the information of social network and expressing their opinion.The study concludes that achieving
women's social empowerment in the virtual world requires the provision of a safe digital environment,
the promotion of digital literacy among women, and the support of training programs that enable women
to benefit from modern technology in developing their capabilities and actively participating in society.
Keywords: Social Empowerment, Iraqi women, Virtual World, social media
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Digital Human Resource Management and the Transformation from Traditional

Management to Smart Management

Asst. Instr. Safwan Abdul Karim Abdul Baqi
General Directorate of Education Salah al-Din — Al-Dhuluiya Education Department
Email: Safwan.ppp55@gmail.com

Abstract

This study aims to highlight digital human resource management and the transformation from traditional
management to smart management, as well as to analyze the impact of digital human resource management in
promoting the transition toward smart management and its reflection on the administrative and organizational
performance of the Salah al-Din Directorate of Education / Al-Dhuluiya Education Department.

The study adopted the descriptive-analytical approach, and data were collected using a questionnaire distributed
to a sample of (97) employees. The findings revealed a positive impact of digital human resource management
on smart management. The results also demonstrated the existence of both direct and indirect effects on
organizational performance. The study recommends strengthening digital transformation in human resource
management and developing digital infrastructure in a manner that contributes to improving institutional
performance.

Keywords: Digital Human Resource Management, Smart Management, Digital Transformation, Organizational

Performance.
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Change and Stability in de Saussure’s Perspective

Asst. Instr. Diaa Majeed Kamil
General Directorate of Education, Wasit Province
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Abstract :

The Swiss linguist Ferdinand de Saussure is considered a pioneer and the father of modern
linguistics, having enriched the field with new ideas and principles through his lectures, which were
compiled and published by his students three years after his death (1916) in a book titled (Course de
linguistique Générale) (General Linguistics). When this book was published, it marked a qualitative
leap in linguistic studies among those interested in the humanities in general, as it shifted the nature of
language study from a historical and comparative approach based on normative criteriato a descriptive
approach focused on observing linguistic phenomena through objective, descriptive observation free
from external influences. The importance of this topic and the reason for its selection lie in the fact that
de Saussure’s theory represents a revolution against the historical approach and against texts and their
norms in Western society.

The dichotomy of change and stability is one of the pairs that gained significant importance and
occupied a large portion of de Saussure’s lectures, as he linked this dichotomy to system and non-
system, attributing language to the system (the stable), and speech to disorder (the variable). For him,
language is a system of signs, and these signs, in turn, consist of two elements: the signifier and the
signified. He thus designated the constant part of language as the signifier, while the other part is the
variable (the signified). In this study, I have addressed three main themes, and the focus of the research
revolves around Saussure’s perspective, namely (the linguistic system), (language and speech), and
(change and stability in Saussure).

Keywords: Saussure; linguistic system; language and speech; change and stability.
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The Mandaean-Babylonian Origin of Gnostic Thoughts
Sinan Al-Jader

Clergyman and researcher in Mandaean history and religion - former assistant lecturer at
.Al-Mustansiriya University, Baghdad

Abstract

Gnosticism constitutes a system of religious movements that intersect in a set of philosophical
tenets, most prominently the belief in the existence of a divine savior who undertakes the guidance of
souls along their path of ascent toward the higher realms. Gnostic traditions encompass Mandaeism,
early Christian sects, Manichaeism, as well as some Jewish movements recently brought to light. While
a number of Orientalists have posited that Gnosticism emerged after Christianity, a deeper examination
of Gnostic thought reveals its roots extending to the ancient Mesopotamian heritage, particularly
Sumerian religion and its derivatives among the Babylonians and Assyrians, culminating in its
continuity within Mandaean philosophy, which represents a direct extension of that legacy.

According to Orientalists, Gnostic religions are characterized by several features, including the
belief in two divine powers governing the cosmos, faith in Jesus Christ as a savior, alongside the
adoption of ascetic patterns and rigorous rituals associated with self denial such as abstinence from
marriage and procreation, as well as forms of liberation in relationships outside the marital framework.
This study proceeds from an analysis of Gnosticism in light of the Mandaean texts themselves, aiming
to ascertain whether Mandaeism derived its elements from other Gnostic religions, as Orientalists
contend, or whether the converse is closer to reality.

Studies in Gnostic philosophy hold profound importance for all contemporary Christian
denominations, including the politico religious institutions dominant in Western states, as they enable
an exploration of the foundations and origins of Christian texts. For this reason, numerous works have
emerged that distort or were deliberately inserted to preserve the prevailing narrative portraying
Christian philosophy as derivative of Jewish texts, while excluding and marginalizing Mesopotamian
philosophies including Mandaeism from any potential connection to the genesis of Christian
philosophical thought.

Keywords: Gnosticism, the Savior, Redeemer, Tammuz, Dumuzi, Mandaeans, Sabians, Nasoracans,
Ginza Rba, Mesopotamia, Iraq, Babylon, Early Christian Sects, Manichaeism, the Dead Sea Scrolls.
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Exploring Effective Motivational Strategies for Enhancing English Language

Learning in Iraqi Secondary Schools

Asst. Instr. Marwa Ali Abd Al-Hussein
Wasit General Directorate of Education
marwalegapi88@gmail.com

Abstract

The ongoing inquiry scope out valid motivational procedure for enhancing ELL in Iraqi pedagogical
institution . It objective to analyze the utmost influential principles that increase students’ motivation,
engagement, and fulfillment in acquirements EFL.The research adopts a descriptive design, utilize both
qualitative and quantitative methods. Statistics were collected through questionnaires and classroom
observations. The survey sample consisted of 60 learners and 10 ELT from Iraqi secondary schools. The
detection reveal that instructor encouragement, active schoolroom interaction, and objective -setting hold main
factors contemporary upgrade learners’ motivation and participation, Forthmore, the employment ofvaried and
learner-centered teaching strategies are conspicuous enhances language acquisition and learning development.
In illation , theresearch emphasizes the crucial function based of motivational strategies in ELL. Theresult are
consistent with previous studies, confirming such motivation is a fundamental factor in prosperous SLA.
Keywords: English language learning; Motivation; Motivational strategies; Iraqi secondary schools; Teacher
encouragement ;Classroom interaction; Student engagement; Goal-setting; Second language acquisition; EFL
learners
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Literature Review
2.1 The Concept of Motivation in Language Learning
Motivation is an important element of the second language learning process. According to Gardner
(1985), motivation takes two forms which include integrative and instrumental. A student is motivated
either by the necessity to belong to his culture, or by practical benefits such as academic success.
Dorney (2001) notes motivational strategies in the classroom that could enhance situational motivation
among language students, including goal-setting, task involvement, and teacher feedbacks.
2.2 Motivational Strategies in the Classroom
Harmer (2007) describes practical strategies in motivating the pupils during the English classes such
as:

*Rewards and recognition.
F. Interactive and communicative practices .Relevant cultural information .

782


mailto:marwaleqapi88@gmail.com
mailto:marwaleqapi88@gmail.com

.2.3 Previous Studies
Tactics that encourage interaction, autonomy and teacher support are responded to positively by
students according to research that has been conducted on similar environments. Extrinsic motivators
such as incentives are not as successful as intrinsic motivators such as meaningful activities and
encouragement

The Role of the Teacher in Enhancing English Language Learning 2.4
To enhance motivation and success of the students in learning English as a second language, teachers
are necessary. The role of the teacher is to be the information provider as well as the facilitator of the
classroom that will promote a thought provoking and motivating learning process. Effective teaching
techniques can have significant influence on the attitudes, motivation, and the success of language
learning by students .
Jeremy Harmer is sure that teachers ought to encourage engagement and provide students with
meaningful opportunities to learn English. Teachers can use communicative activities such as group
projects, role-plays, and conversations to engage students and make them more self-assured. Another
aspect that Harmer demonstrates is the effectiveness of encouragement and positive remarks in raising
the self-esteem of the students and enhancing their readiness to communicate.
Similarly, Zoltan Dornyei stresses on the importance of motivational methods in the classroom.
Educators can motivate students by setting particular goals, providing constructive criticism and
creating a favorable learning environment. When students understand the purpose of their studies and
are motivated by their educators, they will tend to remain more determined and committed towards
sharpening their language skills.
Also, according to Robert C. Gardner, teachers influence the views of the pupils about the target
language. A good teacher-student interaction can help in achieving integrative motivation where pupils
end up getting interested in the language and its culture. The success of language learning in the long
run requires this form of motivation.
Teachers can enhance the teaching of English in the Iraqi secondary schools by introducing modern
instruction methods, encouraging learner engagement and using real -life application of the language in
classrooms. Motivational methods combined with effective teaching methods can help the teacher to
ensure that the students are more interested and successful in learning English.
2.5 Teacher Strategies for Enhancing English Learning in Iraqi Secondary Schools
To teach English effectively in secondary schools in Iraq, the teachers need to use interactive and
motivational methods which make the students enthusiastic in their education. Teachers are necessary
in order to create a classroom atmosphere where children are not afraid to speak English. According to
Zoltan Dornyei, teachers can significantly increase the motivation of pupils and their persistence in
learning a language through the use of incentive strategies. Similarly, Jeremy Harmer emphasizes the
role of encouraging feedback and communicative activities in teaching a language effectively. By
employing the tactics illustrated below, the teachers can enable the Iraqi secondary school pupils to
learn English more efficiently
1. Encouraging Active Student Participation
Instructors should give students the chance to actively participate in class discussions and activities.
Students gain confidence and enhance their communication abilities when they participate in the

learning process.
Example of a Classroom Activity: Think-Pair-Share
1. The  instructor poses a query about the subject of the lesson.
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2. Students consider the solution on their own.
3. Students converse with a partner about their views.
4. Pairs present their answers to the class.
All kids are encouraged to speak and practice English in a safe setting through this activity.

The teachers must provide the learners with an opportunity to become more active participants in the
classroom. The involvement of students in the learning process enables them to have confidence and
develop their communication skills .

Classroom Activities: Think-Pair-Share .

The teacher asks a question concerning the topic of the lesson.

Students think over the solution independently.

Students discuss with one another their perspectives.

Groups will give their responses to the group.

This activity encourages all kids to practice and speak English in a secure environment.

2. Using Interactive Group Activities

Interactive learning exercises increase classroom engagement while assisting students in practicing

English in authentic contexts.
Example of a Classroom Activity: Role-Playing
1. The instructor sets up a scenario, such as placing a restaurant order or requesting directions.
2. Students collaborate in small groups or couples.
3. Every student rehearses the dialogue in a certain role.

4. In front of the class, groups act out their role-play.

Students' confidence in utilizing English is boosted and their speaking abilities are improved through
this practice.

The interactive learning activities will enhance classroom activity as well as help students learn English
in practical situations .

Classroom Activity: Role-Playing .

.The teacher prepares a situation, e.g. ordering in a restaurant or asking a question about directions 1.
.The students work in small groups or couples 2.

. Each student recites the text of a role 3.

Groups role-play in front of the classroom4.

This practice enhances the confidence of the students in using English and their speaking skills are also
enhanced .

3. Setting Clear Learning Goals

Goal-setting will assist the students in comprehending what they have to attain at a lesson. Zoltan
Dornyei also proposes that explicit objectives make learners more motivated and focused.
Classroom Activity Example: Weekly Language Goals

Students create a single goal at the start of each week, such as learning ten new vocabulary terms °

* Students and the teacher discuss their progress at the end of the week

*  Students  consider  their = growth and the lessons they  have learnt.
This tactic encourages responsible and self-regulated learning.
4. Providing Positive Feedback and Encouragement
Positive reinforcement ensures that the kids are motivated, and are able to build confidence. Teachers
should not just focus on students who make mistakes, they should praise them too on their work and
improvement
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. Classroom Activity Example: “Star of the Day

* At the conclusion of each class, the instructor honors one or two pupils who demonstrated better
performance or active participation.

* The instructor explains the student's strong performance.

* Other kids are inspired to take part by this acknowledgment.

S. Integrating Technology and Multimedia

Technology can be used to enhance the English classes by making them more dynamic. Listening
comprehension and cultural awareness may be strengthened with the help of songs, videos, and internet
activities.

Classroom Activity Example: Video Discussion

1. A brief English video, such as a dialogue or narrative, is shown by the instructor.
2. Students respond to questions on comprehension.
3. Students paraphrase the major theme of the video after discussing it in groups.
Speaking practice and listening comprehension are enhanced by this exercise.

6. Connecting English Learning to Real-Life Contexts

Students are more motivated when they see how English can be used in real-life situations. According
to Robert C. Gardner, motivation can be boosted by meaningful learning environments.

Classroom Activity Example: Real-Life Interview

* Students prepare basic English interview questions.

* They conduct interviews with pupils to learn about their interests, plans for the future, and favorite
subjects.

. Students share their research with the class.
Practical language use and communication are encouraged by this exercise.

2.6 Conclusion: Enhancing Motivation in English Language Learning

Motivation is necessary to enable the secondary school pupils to learn English in a better way. The
present research shows that proper teaching methods can significantly enhance the interest, engagement
and achievement of students in learning English. Teachers can increase the confidence of students and
their desire to use English as a language of communication through the use of interactive activities,
creating positive learning conditions, and providing constructive feedback .

According to the findings of this paper, teacher support, engaging classroom activities, and clear
learning objectives are some of the most effective ways of motivating pupils. Such methods help
students to build extrinsic motivation, e.g., good grades or employment opportunities in the future, and
intrinsic motivation, i.e. learning as a fun and an interesting task. In a study conducted by Zoltan
Dornyei, it is possible to keep students engaged in the learning process by motivational tactics used by
the teachers .

Similarly, Robert C. Gardner points out that the encouragement of classroom environment and positive
attitudes towards the language enhance the commitment of students to language learning.

In order to enhance the motivation of the Iraqi secondary school, teachers should introduce the modem
teaching methods to the Iraqi school system based on teamwork, communication, and learning centred
approach. Teachers can make English courses more meaningful and enjoyable to students by
introducing such activities as setting goals, role-plays, and group discussions .

In conclusion, a learner requires motivation to succeed in learning English. When the teachers employ
effective motivational techniques, students get to become more interested, confident, and able to
develop their English. Thus, to enhance English language teaching in secondary schools in Iraq, it is
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important to introduce motivational strategies in the process of teaching and how the strategies
influence the students desire to learn English.

By including teachers in the sample, the researcher was able to obtain the student and teacher
perspectives which helped to understand the motivational methodsused in the English language training
in a more comprehensive way .

Research Methodology

3.1 Research Design

The effectiveness of motivational strategies in secondary schools in Iraq was studied through
descriptive quantitative type of research .

3.1.1 Strategies for Enhancing English Language Learning

The research considered several teaching methods so as to investigate motivational strategies that
enhance the learning of English language by Iraqi secondary school students. To measure the impact of
these techniques on the motivation of students and their language development, they were included in
the questionnaire and classroom observations .

It is an important strategy to develop a classroom environment that is supportive and accommodating.
Jeremy Harmer claims that an instructor who provides constructive criticism and encouragement
enhances the self-esteem and the motivation of students to participate in English language learning
activities. This paper has examined instructor encouragement as a possible variable that affects
willingness of students to communicate in English. Another strategy is the utilization of interactive
learning activities. Activities such as role-plays, group discussions, and collaborative assignments can
enable students to practice English in the relevant situations. According to Zoltan Dornyei, situational
motivation of students can be increased by involving them in classroom activities and providing them
with active participation .

Goal setting and feedback were also considered important strategies in enhancing language acquisition.
When students have clear learning objectives, they are able to monitor their progress and understand
what is required of them. Frequent comments by teachers allow students to understand their strengths
and areas of development and this encourages them to continue developing their language .

Also, students can be motivated and interested by connecting the teaching of English with the practice
in real life. Robert C. Gardner notes that students who perceive the value of learning second language
get motivated. Therefore, the classes, which involve the usage of realistic materials and real-life
communication situations, may help students understand the importance of English in their daily life
and future professions .

These tactics were included as the key components in the study tool and data analysis to determine how
motivational activities enhance the learning of the English language in Iraqi secondary schools .

3.2 Population and Sample

The population of the study was the secondary school students and the teachers of English language in
Iraqi secondary schools. The study focused on the motivational methods used in English classrooms
and how the methods impact the learning of English students .

The sample of the study consisted of 120 secondary school students of three different secondary schools.
In order to ensure that the sample comprised of diverse backgrounds and academic levels, the students
were picked through a simple random sampling method .

Two English language teachers were also included in the study sample alongside the students. The
reason these educators were selected is because they had teaching experience in the English class in
secondary school. Their involvement
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provided useful information concerning the motivational strategies that are used in the classroom and
their impact on the interest of students in learning English .

By incorporating teachers into the sample, the researcher was able to collect the views of the students
as well as the teachers, which helped in developing a more comprehensive understanding of the
motivational methods used in teaching the English language .

3.3 Teachers’ Profile

The two involved teachers had worked in the secondary schools of Iraq teaching English over several
years. Both instructors taught English language courses to students of the selected schools. They
employed the interactive activities, classroom discussions, and feedback in order to motivate pupils .

Teacher involvement helped the study by providing information about the application of motivational
methods at a real classroom setting .

3.3 Research Instrument

A structured questionnaire had Likert scale items of 1 (strongly disagree) to S (strongly agree).
The questionnaire involved three main issues :

1. Instructor support

Engaging activities in the classroom 2.

3. Setting objectives and providing feedback

3.4 Data Collection Procedure

Students were given the questionnaire in class, and anonymous answers were gathered

3.5 Data Analysis

To find trends and patterns pertaining to student motivation, data were examined using descriptive statistics
(mean, standard deviation, and percentage) and displayed in tables.

Table 4.3

Teachers’ Strategies for Enhancing English Language Learning

Motivational Strategy

Teacher Used Classroom Activity Example Impact on Students
sE

Teacher Encouragementand Praising students for correct answers Increased studentconfidence and

A positive feedback and encouraging participation participation in speaking activities

Teacher i o Group discussions and role-play Improved communication skills and
Interactive activities .

A EXErcises student engagement

Teacher i i . Helped students focuson learning
Goal setting Settingweeklyvocabulary learning goals .

B objectives

Teacher . Correcting mistakesand providing Improved students’ language accuracy
Constructive feedback ) . )

B suggestions for improve ment and understanding

interactive activities, and teacher encouragement .
focus of the analysis.
4.2 Results and Analysis
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Table 4.1: Students’ Responses to Motivational Strategies

Question Motivational Strategy Mean Score Standard Deviation % Agree (4-5) % Disagree (1-2)
1 Teacher encouragement 4.35 0.65 82% 5%
2 Interactive classroom activities 4.40 0.60 85% 3%
3 Goal-settingand feedback 412 0.72 76% 8%

4.3 Teachers’ Role in Enhancing English Language Learning

Teachers play a significant role in ensuring that the students become more motivated and well -versed
in the English language. In this study, two English teachers were observed, and their strategies of
enhancing English learning were studied. The results prove that the educators utilized many different
methods of motivation such as goal-setting, interactive activities, encouragement, and feedback .
Discussion of the Table The table shows how these two teachers enhanced teaching English language
in the classroom by adopting motivational strategies. To improve student interest and confidence,
Teacher A mostly focused on encouraging and interactive tasks. This goes along with the thoughts of
Jeremy Harmer who opined that communicative activities and good instructor attitudes are ways of
improving language learning. Teacher B focused on positive criticism and objectives. These methods
helped students to track their progress and understand their learning goals. According to Zoltan
Dornyei, clear goals and feedback are the key techniques of motivation that help students to remain
interested in the learning process. Moreover, the approaches of both teachers led to building a favorable
learning atmosphere in the classroom that increased student interest in learning English. This finding is
in accordance with the theory of Robert C. Gardner that has made emphasis on the importance of drive
and positive attitude when learning a second language .

4.5 Analysis of Each Question

4.3.1 Question One: Teacher Encouragement

Most students (82 percent) agreed that teacher support is very important to them as it enhances their
motivation. This is in line with Harmer (2007) who emphasizes on supportive teacher behaviour and
positive reinforcement as sources of inspiration towards children. Gardner (1985) states that positive
attitude towards teachers promotes integrative motivation, which enhances student participation and
persistence .

4.3.2 Question Two: Interactive Classroom Activities

Group discussions, role-plays, and games are highly motivated as observed by the highest level of
agreement (85%). This study supports the position of Dornyei (2001), who argues that situational
motivation and active involvement can be achieved by engaging in meaningful tasks .

4.3.3 Question Three: Goal-Setting and Feedback

Three out of four people (76 percent) said that feedback and clear goals can positively affect the
progress of students, when they are delivered in a timely manner. This is in line with the strategy based
motivation model developed by Dornyei (2001) which emphasizes on the importance of having clear
and attainable goals in the learning process.

4.4 Discussion

Three out of four people (76 percent) said that feedback and clear goals can positively affect the
progress of students, when they are delivered in a timely manner. This is in line with the strategy based
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motivation model developed by Ddrnyei (2001) which emphasizes on the importance of having clear
and attainable goals in the learning process .
4.5 Summary
Chapter 4 discussed the response of students to three primary incentive methods. Goal setting,
interactive activities as well as teacher encouragement have been shown to significantly influence the
motivation and interest of students in learning English in Iraqi secondary schools .
Chapter Five:
Conclusions and Recommendations
5.1 Introduction
The study results on the topic of investigating effective motivational strategies to improve English
language learning in Iraqi secondary schools are introduced in the chapter as well as practical
recommendations to teachers and legislators. The conclusions are based on the analysis of how students
responded to goal-setting methods, interactive classroom activities, and encouragement by the
instructor.
5.2 Conclusions
Teacher Encouragement is Crucial 1-
The study indicates that 82 percent of students reported that they were more motivated when their
teachers provided them with encouragement and compliments. This is in agreement with the
motivational theories provided by Harmer (2007) and Gardner (1985) that affective support and
reinforcement by teachers have significantinfluence on the willingness of students to engage in learning
of English language .
Interactive Classroom Activities Enhance Engagement 2-
Students agreed with interactive activities like role-plays, group discussions, and instructional games
the most (85%). This substantiates the suggestion made by Dornyei (2001) that meaningful, interesting
tasks increase situational motivation and promote the interest of language learners .
Goal-Setting and Feedback Improve Learning Outcomes 3-
Timely feedback and organized goal-setting was well received by 76% of the students. Clear goals and
continuous monitoring of progress enhance students motivation and the level of their academic
performance as they can focus on achievable objectives .
Intrinsic Motivational Strategies are More Effective than Extrinsic Ones 4-
The results indicate that intrinsic strategies, such as encouragement, engagement, and meaningful
activities, are more likely to have an effect on student motivation than extrinsic ones., like rewards or
grades. This brings out the need to create a learning atmosphere that is more focused on interest,
engagement, and teacher student relationships .
5.3 Recommendations
The findings indicate the following effective strategies that can be used by English teachers in the Iraqi
high schools .

Provide Continuous Encouragement and Positive Feedback 1-
Reward students every now and then, according to their efforts and achievements .
o Use praise to reinforce specific actions (e.g. participation, development of speaking or writing skills
(
Provide a classroom atmosphere that is supportive and that considers mistakes to be a learning
opportunity .

Incorporate Interactive and Communicative Activities 2-
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Role-plays, debates, group projects and language games are to be used in order to make the learning
process fun and relevant .
Encourage collaboration among peers so as to develop integrative learning attitudes and motivation to
learn .
Design programs that are meaningful in terms of interest, culture and daily life of the kids .
Implement Goal-Setting and Feedback Mechanisms-3

Help students to set short and long term language learning goals .
Give constructive, detailed, and useful comments on a frequent basis .
Keep track of the progress made by the students after some time to motivate them and encourage self-
regulated learning .

4- Integrate Cultural and Real-

World Contexts

Make classes more real by using actual materials like English news stories, songs, movies and cultural
references .

o Link learning English to practical benefits, e.g., better communication skills in future academic or
work pursuits .

Professional Development for Teachers S-

Train teachers on the new pedagogical and motivational strategies .
Encourage the use of reflective teaching strategies to identify the most effective tactics to use when
dealing with specific groups of students..
5.4 Implications for Policy and Curriculum Development
The Ministry of Education and the school officials must provide teachers with training and tools that
will allow them to use motivational techniques effectively .
Interactive exercises, real-life situations and systematized goal-setting should be used by curriculum
planners in English language programs .
* Evaluation systems should consider both the involvement of the students and the results of language
proficiency, and motivation is an essential element .
5.5 Summary
To enhance the learning of English language in the Iraqi secondary school, the study recommends the
motivating strategies, specifically teacher support, interesting classroom activities, and organized goal
setting, to be applied. Teachers can use these tricks to increase the motivation, engagement and learning
outcomes of students and significantly. To continue with the existing practices, the upcoming efforts
must focus on curriculum and improvement of professionalism .
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The Role of Commentaries and Footnotes in the Reconstruction of
Classical Arabic Texts: A Methodological and Analytical Study

Asst.instr. Nesreen Khudair Jabara
University of Wasit — College o Education for Humanities
@uowasit .edu.iq 10 Nisreen
Abstract
This study aims to examine the scientific and methodological role of commentaries and footnotes in the
reconstruction of classical Arabic texts, considering them as central tools in the processes of textual criticism and
philological analysis. The research explores how footnotes contribute to textual stabilization and correction,
addressing errors in various manuscript copies, including linguistic, grammatical, and unintentional omissions
or additions. Additionally, the study highlights the role of footnotes in documenting textual variants across
multiple manuscripts, enabling scholars to compare readings and determine the version closest to the author’s
original intent. Another significant aspect examined in this research is the semantic and interpretative function
of commentaries and footnotes, which clarifies archaic or specialized terminology, elucidates historical and
cultural references, and facilitates the cognitive reconstruction of texts within their original historical and
intellectual contexts. The study also traces the evolution of footnotes from mere explanatory tools to critical,
analytical, and interpretative instruments, allowing researchers to highlight variant readings, engage with prior
scholarly interpretations, and reconstruct meanings in a methodologically sound manner.
The study concludes that commentaries and footnotes are not merely formal additions, but essential elements in
the reconstruction and intellectual revitalization of classical texts, enhancing critical understanding and creating
a bridge between contemporary readers and historical textual
Keywords: Commentaries, Footnotes, Reconstruction of Arabic Texts, Classical Arabic Texts, Textual Analysis
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Narrative Construction of The Sergeri in The Translation of Deaths

Maryam khalil Abbas!, Prof. Dr. shymaa khairy Fahim?
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Abstract :

The Arab historical blog recorded the life of the influential other, thus producing the art of the other
biography, which is one of the ancient arts in which the writer introduces the march of the individuals and men
who left, so he takes itupon himself to narrate their reality and what they have been harsh, classified and mastered
so that the recipient knows their personalities and experiences to benefit from them by simulation if it is good
and staying away if it is not good, and through this the narrative construction of the sergery in the translations of
deaths had a certain specificity that occurs on the biography text, as it is formed from certain functions that
contribute to giving the Syrian narrative construction data that distinguishes it from construction in other
narrative types, since the the syrgery narrative in its entirety is narrated Through the mediation of the narrative
of the events of the biography, and this matter appeared through the use of functional grammatical pronouns, and
we mean the pronouns of the absent, and the presence of the narrative in the text was manifested through his
narrative functions that he performed, as for the other constructive elements, and we mean the elements of time
and space, the keenness of the narrator in the biography text to show them in a similar way to the recipient,
through which the impact of these tenses and places in the life of the character translated for her in terms of origin
and history is revealed, as the translation of the characters cannot occur arbitrarily without having an influence
in their time, so the writer writer about her biography lines that arouse the attention of the recipient .

Keyword: Construction, narrative, biography, It's too late , deaths.
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The Impact of Editorial Policies on News Editors in Iraqi Satellite
Channels in the Digital Space Era

Asst. Instr. Mugheeth Saad Alwan Al-Khafaji
University of Thi-Qar, College of Media
Department of Radio and Television
Mogeth.saad@utq.edu.iq

Abstract

With the accelerating transformations of the digital space and the proliferation of broadcasting
platforms, satellite channels have become required to develop their editorial policies to keep pace with
the demands of the digital era. This study aims to analyze the impact of these policies on the
performance of editors in satellite channels, focusing on the challenges and opportunities imposed by
the digital environment. The research adopted the descriptive method, and data were collected through
a questionnaire distributed to 30 editors and staff members working in Iraqi satellite channels.

The results revealed a gap between official policies and actual practices; editors suffer from a
conflict between adhering to traditional editorial lines and meeting the requirements of rapid digital
interaction. The findings also showed that flexible policies integrating digital adaptation mechanisms
contribute to enhancing editorial creativity, while rigid policies lead to problems in content quality and
audience satisfaction. The study concludes with the necessity of updating editorial policies to be more
comprehensive and adaptable to the characteristics of the digital space, while ensuring compliance with
professional standards.

Keywords: Satellite Channels, Digital Space Era, broadcasting,
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The Ideological Failure of Justice in Literary Trials: ZiZek’s “Big Other” in
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Abstract

Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird is a notable piece of modern American literature, as it expands
beyond just presenting a story of racial injustice in one area to demonstrate how ideological mechanisms
work. This paper briefly analyzes the depiction of literary trials as tools of persecution. The paper also
discusses Lee's novel through the theoretical perspective of Slavoj Zizek on the concept of the Big
Other, which presents a symbolic order known as rules, laws, and social conventions that structure the
existence of people, define oneself, and restrict the achievement of true domestic justice. This paper
utilizes Zizek's concept of ideological fantasy to analyze the trial of Tom Robinson as a prime
illustration of ideological contradiction, simultaneously embodying the impartiality of the judiciary
while inherently ensuring its inaccessibility, thereby revealing the fundamental inconsistency within
the Big Other that it aims to sustain.

The trial is not meant to determine the truth; it is a ritual that provides the people of Maycomb an
illusion of fairness while still keeping the racial pecking order in place. The symbolic order has already
determined Tom Robinson's guilt before the trial starts, despite ample proof of his innocence. The paper
illustrates that the trial, as the institutional embodiment of the Big Other, creates a condition in which
no subject can obtain justice, and it is this inevitability that exposes the ideological deterioration at the
core of Lee's novel.

Keywords: Big Other, Slavoj Zizek, Harper Lee, Atticus Finch, Trial, Injustice, Ideology
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Introduction: Trials in Literature as Instruments of Persecution

The scope of literature regarding trials is, in one respect, enormous. Notable early examples can be
traced back to the 4th century BC, including the two Apologies: those of Plato and Xenophon, which
detail Socrates' defense during his trial for impiety. A trial, according to a fairly restrictive technical
legal definition commonly used in scholarly work, is a court hearing in which all evidence is presented
and a final decision is made. A judge, jury, or other adjudicating authority reviews and evaluates the
evidence to determine the guilt or innocence of the accused in criminal proceedings or to resolve
disputes in civil matters. The notion of a trial is "central to some of the most fundamental ideas about
human rights" (Jaconelli, 2003, p. 18). The purpose of a trial is to guarantee that all evidence presented
against the defendant is assessed unbiasedly. Each trial is anticipated to conform to the criteria of equity
and legal and ethical reasons. Consequently, authorities must perform the investigation, arrest, and trial
processes in a manner that protects the rights and inherent dignity of the accused individual.

However, a trial is not a scientific procedure capable of proving or disproving truth; rather, it serves
as an imperfect mechanism for establishing an accepted version of disputed facts under the authority of
the law. The depiction of trial ““is of'a cynical attempt by the authorities to silence an awkward individual
at all costs, often with poignantly tragic consequences”(Harris, 2006, n.p). Sometimes trials aimed at
suppressing individuals are executed clandestinely, restricting transparency and obstructing public
oversight. The lack of transparency allows legal authorities to have power without being held
accountable, which increases the chances of bias, manipulation, and injustice: “The secret trial, the trial
conducted behind closed doors, has so often been used to advance the purposes of tyrannical
government that it is rightly regarded with suspicion” (Jaconelli, 2002, p.1).

Law in the trials “itself is therefore both redemptive and oppressive; and so is in potential every
trial. Every trial can be both at the same time, or it can be rather the one or the other”(Felman, 2002,
p.17). Although the legal system appears to deliver justice and redemption, it ultimately fails to bring
genuine justice, salvation, or a conclusive moral assessment: “Yet, the law offers no ultimate
redemption and no final day of judgment” (Felman, 2002, p.18). Unfair trials make individuals less
confident in the legal system and render society less stable. When people see innocent individuals being
wrongfully prosecuted or punished, they feel like they are all in danger because the law stops being a
way to protect them and instead becomes a way to scare and control them. Consequently, the integrity
of the judicial system is undermined, and its moral authority is doubted.

Literary writers placed trials at the center of dramatic and narrative structures, analyzing the
importance of characters' encounters with challenges. Franz Kafka's The Trial exemplifies a unique
portrayal of a persecutory and irrational legal system that condemns its protagonist to an absurd and
unavoidable trial: “Somebody must have made a false accusation against Josef K., for he was arrested
one morning without having done anything wrong” (Kafka, 2009, p.5). Although Josef K. is not literally
jailed at the initial stage of the novel, the court's unceasing manipulation and his failure to understand
or resist the system create a metaphorical imprisonment. As time elapses following his initial court
appearance, the reader witnesses Josef K.'s expectation of justice progressively decreasing. He starts to
comprehend that he would be evaluated not by virtuous authorities, but by crooked and nasty
individuals. This insight becomes evident when K. uncovers indecent content within the court's legal
book:

K. opened the top book; an obscene picture appeared, a naked man and woman sitting
onasofa... It was a novel entitled: The Torments Grete Had to Suffer from her Husband

825



Hans. ‘So these are the books of law that they study here, ’said K. ‘And I’m to be judged
by people like that?. (Kafka, 2009, p. 42)

The fact that individuals might be sentenced to death after an unjust trial shows how inhumane this
kind of punishment is. When someone is sentenced to death because of a failure of justice, there is no
way to change the final results. Unfair court processes can lead to the death of innocent people while
the genuine criminals go free. This makes things worse for the victims, who are already targets of the
crime. The death penalty violates the right to life and is the most severe form of cruel and degrading
punishment. Sadakat Kadri (2016), a barrister and author from London's Doughty Street Chambers,
claims that the obligatory death penalty, which forces the state to carry out the death sentence without
any choice from the judiciary, is a clear example of criminal injustice since it goes against the idea of a
fair trial. The death penalty “is not an act of defense against an immediate threat to life. It is the
premeditated killing of a prisoner for the purpose of punishment - a purpose which can be met by other
means.”(Prokosch, 1998, p.2).

The Green Mile is a novel written by Stephen King that depicts a series of hideous killings and
injustices that occurred in real life. The trial of John Coffey, the main character in The Green Mile,
serves as an example of the structural failure of justice inherent in unfair trials. Despite the lack of
reliable evidence, the legal system condemns him and sentences him to death in the electric chair,
turning judicial error into an irreversible act of state-sanctioned violence: "Then he fell against the
seatback, the cap coming askew on his head a little, smoke - asort of charry mist - drifting
out from beneath it. But on the whole, you know, it was quick. I doubt if it was painless” (King, 1996,
p. 317).In conclusion, a trial that does not shield innocent people from unfair punishment cannot be
regarded as an honest instrument of justice; rather, it is a system of institutional injustice and failure.
Theoretical Framework: Slavoj ZiZek’s Concept of the Big Other

In many respects, Slavoj Zizek is the heir apparent to this heritage of psychoanalysis's adoption by
the vast reaches of European intellectual culture. Born in Ljubljana, Slovenia, Zizek pursued his
doctorate in philosophy at the University of Ljubljana. Zizek is “ one of the most provocative and
original thinkers to emerge in the 1990s and has written on a wide array of topics”( Castle,2009, p.249).
Zizek's production is grounded in three primary domains: philosophy, politics, and psychoanalysis. In
each area, Zizek derives the majority of his inspiration from a singular figure: Georg Hegel for
philosophy, Karl Marx for politics, and Jacques Lacan for psychoanalysis.

The notion of the Big Other stems from psychoanalytic theory, notably in Jacques Lacan's work,
and has been further elaborated by Zizek in his ideological criticism. The Big Other denotes the
symbolic power that organizes human subjectivity and social reality. It is differentiated from the “little
other,” which pertains to real persons such as parents, companions, and friends who have a role in the
development of the self through interpersonal relationships “The lower case ‘other’always refers to
imaginary others. We treat these others as whole, unified or coherent egos, and as reflections of
ourselves they give us the sense of being complete whole beings”(Homer, 2005, p.70). The other of the
mirror stage “who the infant presumes will completely satisfy its desire. At the same time the infant
sees itself as the sole object of desire for the other”(Homer, 2005, p.70).

Conversely, the Big Other signifies the impersonal symbolic order, including law, religion, social
standards, and institutional power. It operates as an imperceptible structure that regulates meaning,
belief, and conduct. The Big Other denotes a type of extreme otherness that cannot be diminished or
entirely assimilated into the subject's identity. It signifies the symbolic framework that exists separately
from the individual and influences the development of subjectivity. The Big Other is:
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symbolic order; it is that foreign language that we are born into and must learn to speak
if we are to articulate our own desire. It is also the discourse and desires of those around
us, through which we internalize and inflect our own desire. (Homer, 2005, p.70)
The Big Other is perceived as an external authority that exists independently of the person, despite
being upheld by community belief. The subject is 'decentred' due to its primary symbolic identifications
being aligned with external social values that are“experienced as an order [the big Other] which is
minimally reified, externalized” (Zizek, 2001,n.p).

Many of Lacan's aphorisms are repeated numerous times by Zizek. However, the one he goes back
to the most is the deterioration of the Big Other. The fact that "other" does not exist indicates the main
objective of his philosophy:* there is no big Other, no one on whom we can count to receive and verify
our testimony” (Zizek, 2012, n.p). He is drawn to this aphorism because it affirms the absence of any
significant authority that could potentially dictate human actions and thereby erode individual freedom.
Slavoj Zizek draws a comparison between Jacques Lacan’s remarks about God and the collapse of the
Big Other: “In his seminar on The Ethics of Psychoanalysis,Lacan opposes to the thesis of the death of
God the claim that God is dead from the very beginning, it is just that he just did not know it” (Zizek,
2012, n.p).

In the same way, the Big Other has always been dead, in that it never materialized as a tangible
entity. It has always been, and continues to be, a merely symbolic or fictitious construct. Zizek argues
that individuals all partake in a degree of idealization, rejecting the brutality of the Real in favor of
another Symbolic realm that underlies it. He articulates this refusal in the context of an “as if”. When
people stand before a judge, they perceive him not as an uninformed authority figure but as a medium
through which the law articulates itself. To maintain their allegiance, people must behave as if the
emperor is indeed adorned in new garments rather than traversing the streets unclothed. To cohabit with
our neighbors, we behave as if they do not emit unpleasant odors or appear absurd. Zizek (2012) asserts:
“the Neighbour is the (Evil) Thing which potentially lurks beneath every homely human face” (p.16).
Slavoj Zizek critiques Emmanuel Levinas, a French-Lithuanian philosopher widely regarded as one of
the most influential twentieth-century thinkers in ethical philosophy, whose work centers on the
primacy of the Other and the notion that ethical responsibility arises from an unconditional obligation
toward the Other. ZiZek argues that Levinas obfuscates what Jacques Lacan refers to as the “Thing” at
the essence of the Neighbor. While Levinas characterizes the Other primarily as an ethical obligation
rooted in vulnerability, Zizek contends that the Neighbor possesses an excessive and disturbing
dimension that resists incorporation into harmonious ethical relations.

I know very well that the Other is obscene and dangerous, but all the same, I must behave
as if they were infinitely important — and although I personally shall have nothing to do
with their disgusting way of life, which I shall keep at a distance through legislation on
sexual harassment, racial vilification, religious diversity and multicultural tolerance.
(Sharpe, 2010, p.211)

Tony Myers (2003), a cultural theorist recognized for his interaction with Slavoj Zizek's work,
asserts that the Big Other is intrinsically inconsistent, organized around a core lack—that is, lack of
enjoyment. In this context, the symbolic order is "castrated" or rendered incomplete by its very
constitution, mirroring the subject's inherent incompleteness upon entering this order. In this context,
fantasy serves to obscure or disguise this structural lack, allowing individuals to adapt and tolerate the
intrinsic incompleteness of their situation. Fantasy, consequently, functions by generating an illusory
scenario that renders reality as complete and significant. Zizek frequently conceptualizes fantasy as a
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kind of interpretive frame through which reality is perceived. This frame is intrinsically shaped by
desire, which is never neutral but always conditioned by a particular standpoint or vested perspective.
To clarify this notion, ZiZek draws on the concept of anamorphosis. As Myers (2003) further explains,
anamorphosis refers to a distorted image that becomes intelligible only when viewed from a specific
angle, thereby illustrating how perception is always mediated by a subjective position.It is, as Zizek
states, “the element that, when viewed straightforwardly, remains a meaningless stain, but which, as
soon as we look at the picture from a precisely determined lateral perspective, all of a sudden acquires
well-known contours” (Zizek, 1991, p.34). In this sense, Zizek frequently asserts that fantasy organizes
people’s sense of self in order to control or domesticate the catastrophic loss of jouissance, which cannot
be represented. Zizek frequently reiterates Lacan's central idea, which is that "desire is the desire of the
other" (Zizek, 1991, p. 49). According to Zizek:
One should always bear in mind that the desire ‘realized ’(staged) in fantasy is not the
subject’s own, but the other’s desire: fantasy, phantasmic formation, is an answer to the
enigma of Che vuoi?-‘ You’re saying this, but what do you really mean by saying it? ’-
which established the subject’s primordial, constitutive position. The original question
of desire is not directly ‘What do I want? but What do others want from me? What do
they see in me? What am I to others?. (Zizek, 1997 , p. 8)

The Big Other is ideological, functioning in two mutually distinct yet interrelated modes. The Big
Other manifests as a concealed authority that orchestrates occurrences covertly, akin to Divine
Providence in Christianity, the invisible hand in capitalism, or the objective logic of history in Marxism.
In this capacity, it serves as the fundamental guarantee of meaning and order. Conversely, the Big Other
exists solely as a symbolic construct maintained by exterior manifestations, like laws, institutions, and
social rituals, which must be upheld irrespective of their real efficacy. Zizek's fundamental concept of
ideology is articulated by Karl Marx: “they do not know it, but they are doing it” ( Zizek, 1989, p.27).
According to Zizek, ideology is the concealment of the incompleteness of the big Other, conducted by
unconsciously structured fantasies. In other words, fantasies conceal the Real, the fact that the big Other
is arbitrary and incoherent. For ZiZek, in the words of Anthony Elliott (1995): “the function of ideology
is to provide men and women with a fantasised/phantasmatic scenic sequence of the possibility of its
own social condition. In synthesis, ideology provides an idealized vision of a “society' that cannot really
exist”(p.242).

Slavoj Zizek has challenged the distinction between ideology as a collection of erroneous beliefs
and an authentic, tangible reality. He perceivesideology as entirely materialistic. He contends that the
material world itself is deceptive and twisted. Consequently “Ideology is not simply a "false
consciousness", an illusory representation of reality, it is rather this reality itself which is already to be
conceived as "ideological™ ( Zizek, 1989, p.21). David Hawkes suggests that this leads to the
perspective that People are essentially “living a lie” (Hawkes, 1996, p.176-81). The deceit that sustains
the subject's belief in the Big Other complicates transformation. Subjects are stuck between desiring
the Big Other’s fantasy and maintaining a distance from the fulfillment of fantasies. Because of this
push-and-pull constellation, the Big Other has a self-reproducing dimension. It is challenging but
attainable to transcend the Big Other by means of fantasy, by acknowledging that fantasies are
incapable of completing subjects.

The Collapes of the Big Other: A ZiZekian Demystification of the Trial in To Kill a Mockingbird

To Kill a Mockingbird, authored by American novelist Harper Lee, was released in 1960. Following
its Pulitzer Prize win in 1961, the novel was adapted for the movie and translated into over forty
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languages, with copies disseminating globally. Lee’s novel To Kill a Mockingbird centers on Scout
Finch, a tomboyish girl residing in Maycomb, Alabama, alongside her brother Jem and their widowed
father, Atticus Finch, a notable lawyer in the neighbourhood. The story, via Scout’s narration, exposes
societal realities of Maycomb, characterised as “an old town, but it was a tired old town” (Lee, 2010,
p.5). Despite its tranquil atmosphere, the community is regulated by severe systems. The judicial system
in Maycomb is “willing to condemn an innocent individual for a crime he did not commit rather than
challenge its deeply rooted social taboos concerning interracial relationships”(Telgen, 1997, p.299).
When Atticus Finch informs his daughter Scout that his conscience compels him to defend Tom
Robinson, a Black man accused of raping a white woman named Mayella Ewell, he is not just making
amoral declaration. He is giving a cautionary message. He instructs Scout that because her family broke
Maycomb's unspoken rules, she will be rejected, mocked, and treated badly by others. Cecil Jacobs's
public ridicule of Scout—his assertion that her father "defended a Negro"—functions not merely as
juvenile mockery but also as a reflection of Maycomb's symbolic order. Cecil does not express personal
animosity; rather, he unintentionally harnesses the authority of the Big Other, using the community's
racial norms to shame the Finch family for transgressing its limits. Scout's quick answer is plainly
stated: she "denied it" (Lee, 2010, p. 85). Feeling a deep feeling of uncertainty and unease when Cecil
said, “it sounds like you were runnin ’a still”’(Lee, 2010, p.86). This remark illustrates the extent to
which Maycomb's ideological framework has permeated Scout's consciousness prior to her
development of the critical awareness sufficient to oppose it. According to Zizek, “the subject is caught
in the radically external signifying network” and is therefore “mortified, dismembered, divided” (Zizek,
1989, p.196). Scout represents a divided subject: as Atticus's daughter, she is tied to a father whose
ethical resilience directly confronts the racial and legal norms of Maycomb, while also internalizing the
community's humiliation and bearing the burden of the Big Other's scrutiny. She is not totally within
or outside the symbolic order. She is stuck between the affection she has for her father and the shame
that arises from the societal system she doesn't yet fully comprehend.

From the very beginning, Atticus recognizes the structural inequality in the symbolic order with
great accuracy. When Scout asks directly, “Atticus, are we going to win?”(Lee, 2010, p.86), his
reaction is unequivocal.: “No, honey” ( Lee, 2010, p.86). He knows that the decision is already set in
stone because of the racial hierarchy in Maycomb, but this knowledge does not stop him from acting.
Then he provides a profound contradiction to his statement: “no reason for us not to try to win” (Lee,
2010, p.87). This tension—between having knowledge that a system is rigged and seeking to work
within it—doesn't show that someone is naive; it's rather indicative of what ZiZek refers to as the
condition of the subject captured in the symbolic order, who must “learn to recognize it in its terrifying
dimension” and thereafter “try to articulate amodus vivendi withinit” (Zizek, 1989, p.xxviii). Atticus's
choice to engage with the Big Other, despite his deep comprehension of its contradictions, is further
clarified by his own assertion: “This case...is something that goes to the essence of a man’s conscience
— Scout, I couldn’t go to church and worship God if I didn’t try to help that man” (Lee, 2010, p.120).
For Atticus, justice is inseparable from the institutional and moral structures established by the symbolic
order — including the church, the law, and the community. He is incapable of envisioning conscience
beyond these frameworks, which positions him, in Zizekian terminology, as the archetypal ideological
subject—a “traveller lost in a forest” (Zizek, 2010, p.92), unthinkingly adhering to the law's procedures
under the illusion that they guide him toward justice, oblivious to the fact that the trial of Tom Robinson
was never intended to provide a resolution.
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The architectural features of Maycomb’s courtroom illustrate, from the very beginning, the disparity
between the law's professed ideals and its actual implementation. Prior to entering the courthouse, Scout
passes a succession of dark, abandoned offices:

To reach the courtroom, on the second floor, one passed sundry sunless county
cubbyholes: the tax assessor, the tax collector, the county clerk, the county solicitor, the
circuit clerk, the judge of probate lived in cool dim hutches that smelled of decaying
record books mingled with old damp cement and stale urine (Lee, 2010, p.186).
This is not only an unpleasant smell; it is the smell of a system that has been decaying inside while
continuing to perform its function. The courthouse fails to resemble an environment where justice
exists. It appears to be a location where justice was buried long ago.The townspeople's reaction to this
is particularly frightening. The community approaches the trial not with solemnity, but as a festival, “it
is like a Roman Carnival” (Lee, 2010, p.182). The Roman carnival, originating from the ancient
Saturnalia, was marked by ritual sacrifice, disguise, and uncontrolled public display — an event where
the anguish of others served as a source of communal amusement. This is precisely the situation that
happens in Maycomb. The crowd arrives with food and children: “were gnawing on cold chicken and
cold fried pork chops. The more affluent chased their food with drugstore Coca-Cola in bulb-shaped
soda glasses. Greasy-faced children popped-the-whip through the crowd, and babies lunched at their
mothers ’breasts” (Lee, 2010, p.187), treating a man’s trial for his life as “a gala occasion.” The
audience is aware of Tom Robinson's suffering. They consume it.

Atticus stands and conveys what he sincerely believes is the truth about justice in America in this

atmosphere of decay and spectacle. He informs the jury:
But there is one way in this country in which all men are created equal — there is one
human institution that makes a pauper the equal of a Rockefeller, the stupid man the
equal of an Einstein, and the ignorant man the equal of any college president. That
institution, gentlemen, is a court. It can be the Supreme Court of the United States or the
humblest J.P. court in the land, or this honorable court which you serve. Our courts have
their faults, as does any human institution, but in this country our courts are the great
levelers, and in our courts all men are created equal.(Lee, 2010, p.234)
This is not a collection of sardonic words; Atticus intends each one. This is precisely the reason why
they are so ideologically expressive. Within a decaying structure, he is expressing his beliefin equality
to a jury that has already rendered a verdict, in a community that has assembled to witness the demise
of an individual as a form of entertainment. The equality that Atticus sincerely believes in is not a
reality; it is an ideological fantasy that the symbolic order compels its subjects to maintain in order to
maintain the system's legitimacy and functionality. As a result, fantasy functions as a double agent in
the ideological game, acting simultaneously as an agent of resistance and in the service of the Big Other.
Its purpose is to obscure "the fact that the Other, the symbolic order, is structured around some traumatic
impossibility, around something which cannot be symbolized — i.e. the real of jouissance" (Zizek,
1989, p.138). There is a doubleness in the way fantasy hides the real horror from the subject while at
the same time drawing attention to the very thing it is trying to hide.

The first testimony given during the trial demonstrates that Tom Robinson is innocent. Heck Tate,
the Sheriff of Maycomb and the person who represents the law there, begins his testimony by discussing
about the summons he received from Bob Ewell the night of the alleged assault:“Iwas fetched by Bob
— by Mr. Bob Ewell yonder, one night” (p.190). He clarifies that he arrived at Ewell's residence
because a "black man had raped his daughter" (Lee, 2010, p.191). The racial insult in Tate's official
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testimony is not a coincidence; it demonstrates the way the symbolic order has already decided that
Tom Robinson is guilty before any evidence has been investigated. The roots of the term "nigger"
suggest connotations that extend beyond racial identification, including concepts of gloom, dismal
character, and moral malevolence: “the Latin word has been translated not only as black, but also as
dark, dismal, ill-omened, and bad in character” (Roberts, 2010, p.88). In Tate's perspective, the word
does not describe Tom Robinson; it condemns him.When Atticus asks, “did you call a doctor, Sheriff?
Did anybody call a doctor?”— Tate's reply is unequivocal: “No sir...it was not necessary” (Lee, 2010,
p.191). This represents the most visible act of self-preservation by the symbolic order. Calling a doctor
would have provided medical evidence sufficient to demonstrate Tom Robinson's innocence beyond a
reasonable doubt. The decision to refrain from making a call is not only a procedural misstep; it
illustrates the conceptual structure of Maycomb's judicial system operating precisely as originally
planned. The Big Other is not dependent upon the truth. It involves a performance of truth—carefully
arranged to guarantee a certain outcome while maintaining the appearance of correct procedure. Heck
Tate, although his formal obligation to enforce the law, is profoundly affected by the symbolic order,
like every other white inhabitant of Maycomb.

Tom Robinson is an affectionate individual who really lives by the biblical ideal of loving one's
neighbor. He consistently helps Mayella Ewell with cutting kindling and bringing water as he “pass her
place goin ’to and from the field everyday” (Lee, 2010, p.217) - small acts of kindness given freely to
someone who needs a helping hand. He tries to be the best neighbor he can be in every way. He lives
in Maycomb, which Harold Bloom (2009) characterizes as a “neighborhood of integrally connected
people”(p.75).In the Hebrew Bible, the phrase réa — signifying “friend” or “companion” — and its
Greek counterpart plesion — denoting “the one near” — are the basis of the ethical command presented
in Leviticus 19:18: “Love thy neighbor as thyself".This responsibility, emphasized by Jesus in the
Gospels of Matthew and Mark, emphasizes neighborly love as the foundation of ethical society.
However, it is this very biblical essence that Zizek's conceptualization of the Neighbour most
profoundly disrupts. According to Zizek, the neighbour is not a symbol of warmth and familiarity but
rather “an uncanny and horrific figure,” with whom one is unable to “identify and empathize.” the
neighbour “confronts us directly with the abyss of the Other Thing” as a “de-subjectivized subject...a
monstrous dark blot” (Zizek, 2010, pp.2-3). The neighbour is a figure of radical alterity whose mere
presence destabilises the community’s sense of coherence .Tom is perceived not as a human or a
community member, but as the racialised Neighbour onto whom Maycomb casts its profound anxieties.
To restore what it perceives as justice, the community seeks annihilation — as ZiZek posits, the
scapegoated Neighbour is envisioned as “a positive ontological entity whose annihilation would restore
balance and justice” (Zizek, 2002, p.278). Ewell boldly announced Tom’s annihilation:

I knowed who it was, all right, lived down yonder in that nigger-nest, passed the house
every day. Jedge, I’ve asked this county for fifteen years to clean out that nest down
yonder, they’re dangerous to live around ‘sides devaluin *my property. (Lee, 2010,
p-200)
Maycomb perceives Tom Robinson's conviction not as an act of racial violence, but rather as the natural
reestablishment of a threatened order, the unavoidable reality of a symbolic order that predetermined
his guilt long before he stepped into the courtroom.

Atticus adheres to the trial's protocols—cross-examination, presentation of evidence, closing
argument—as an individual who, although seeing the verdict's inevitability, cannot abandon his belief
that the system would finally provide justice. Upon Atticus exposing Bob Ewell's lie —demonstrating
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that it was Ewell, not Tom Robinson, who assaulted his daughter—the innocence of the accused
becomes undeniable. Nonetheless, the verdict is “Guilty...guilty...guilty...guilty...”(Lee, 2010,
p.241). After the trial, Jem is unable to comprehend the injustice inflicted upon Tom Robinson and
repeatedly asks his father, “How could they do it, how could they?” Atticus responds, “I don’t know,
but they did it. They’ve done it before and they did it tonight and they’ll do it again, and when they do
it—seems that only the children weep” (Lee, 2010, p.244).

Bloom argues that the trial is "reduced to a ritual in which absolute faith is no longer possible"
(Bloom, 2010, p.52). Tom Robinson makes the most pivotal decision of the novel. Exhausted by the
perpetual embodiment of justice within the trial, Tom ceases to anticipate fairness from white men:
“Tom was tired of white men’s chances and preferred to take his own” ( Lee, 2010, p.270).Tom is shot
by prison guards during an escape attempt, sustaining “seventeen bullet holes”(Lee, 2010, p.269) in his
body. The shooting of Tom Robinson with seventeen shots exemplifies what ZiZek characterizes as an
act of subjective violence' seen in the public sphere as a deviation from the conventional order of
society.

Conclusion

Throughout the history of literature, several authors describe injustices, particularly within the legal
system, as depicted in trials. In literary Works, the judicial system frequently seeks to victimize innocent
individuals, subjecting them to the peril of relentless prosecution without permitting a deeper look into
the nature of their guilt. The trial constituted a judicial lynching executed with the complicity of the
courts and law enforcement spheres.

A Zizekian interpretation of Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird presents a theoretical dimension on
the fantasy of justice that the Big Other provides to people. Injustice is evident in Maycomb's culture,
particularly regarding race, since black populations are perceived as inferior to white populations in
terms of Social status. During Tom Robinson's trial, the courtroom oppressed him, eliminating any
possibility of a fair trial. The courtroom symbolizes the Big Other inside the symbolic order, serving
both the institutional manifestation of the law and the arena where Maycomb's communal illusion of
justiceis enacted. Law in Maycomb's Trial embodies what Zizek describes as the sordid bottom of the
symbolic order. Tom Robinson's innocence is concealed structurally because the Big Other has already
decided what can be seen, expressed, and believed inside it. Even Atticus, the novel's most morally
responsible character, participates in the concealment, not out of weakness or prejudice, but because he
believes in the very organization whose structural brutality he is revealing
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The Philosopher and Society in Greek Thought
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This research highlights the interaction between the philosopher and society in Greek thought,
addressing the core ideas presented by philosophers such as Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle. The study
focuses on how these philosophers influenced individuals' minds within society through social,
political, and even economic theorizing, and how they contributed to shaping concepts of justice and
citizenship in Greek society. Philosophers were not isolated from society or individuals; rather, they
actively participated in societal reform, guiding individuals toward righteous actions and away from
error as much as possible by introducing ideas and topics that organized individual lives within the
community. The philosopher served as a guide and mentor for both individuals and society. A prime
example is Socrates’ stance on his commitment to laws and refusal to transcend them, viewing law as
a reflection of truth and justice, and approaching ethics from a moral perspective rather than mere
formal compliance.
Keywords: Justice, Ethics, The Ideal City, Private Property, Education System, Civil State,
.Democracy, Middle Class, Citizenship
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Emotional Representation and Its Relationship with Psychological Well -

Being among University Students"
Asst. Instr. Mayada Mazhar Abbas
Ministry of Education / Al-Karkh Second Education Directorate
maiadamabbas@gmail.com

Abstract

The aim of the research was to identify: this study also aimed to examine the significance of differences
in emotional representation and psychological well-being according to gender and academic stage, as well as to
explore the strength of the correlation between these two variables among university students. The sample
included 400 male and female students. To fulfill the objectives, the researcher utilized two measurement tools:
the first was the Emotional Representation Scale developed by Davis (1980), and the second was a Psychological
Well-Being Scale designed by the researcher. Both scales were tested for validity and reliability.

The findings indicated that university students generally exhibit high levels of emotional representation
and psychological well-being, likely due to stable and consistent psychological structures that shape their self-
concept. Additionally, the results showed no significant differences in emotional representation or psychological
well-being based on gender or academic stage, which may be explained by similar socialization experiences and
educational environments across the sample.

Moreover, a positive correlation was found between emotional representation and psychological well-
being among the students. Based on these findings, the study offered several practical recommendations.
Keywords: Emotional Representation, Psychological Well-Being, University Students
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The Image of Women in Andalusian Poetry: Abu Hayyan Al-Andalusi: As A

Model
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Abstract :
Love poetry occupies a prominent place in Andalusian poetry, representing the broadest arena in which poets
expressed their emotions and feelings. Woman emerged as the focus of inspiration and the source of poetic
beauty. This art form enabled poets to express their innermost emotions with sincerity, influenced by the
prevailing aesthetic taste and the rich natural beauty of the Andalusian environment.
The image of woman in Andalusian poetry manifested itself in two main trends. The first is chaste love poetry,
which elevates emotion and focuses on purity of feelings and fidelity, where relationships are built on spiritual
truth and human connection. The second trend leans towards sensual love poetry, which emphasizes the allure
of the body and the beauty of outward appearance, with meticulous attention to subtle aesthetic details. This
diversity contributed to creating a comprehensive and multifaceted image of woman, combining human
tenderness with sensual beauty.
Abu Hayyan al-Andalusi is considered one of the most prominent poets who expressed this aesthetic trend. He
relied on similes and rhetorical devices in his poetry, comparing his beloved's face to the full moon in its radiance
and linking her beauty to elements of nature such as branches and flowers. He also employed light, fragrance,
and natural features to give his poetic imagery an aesthetic dimension that harmonized with the Andalusian
environment, thus lending his poetry a distinctive artistic character.
Keywords: Women, Andalusian poetry, Abu Hayyan, Similes
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Study of the Project of Alternative Modernity in the Thought of Taha

Abdurrahman

Asst. Instr. Zaman Hassan Khafif
University of Wasit / College of Arts / Department of Philosophy
Zamanl 18@uowasit.edu.iq

Abstract

This study examines the problem of ethical foundation in contemporary Islamic thought through an analytical
investigation of the project of “alternative modernity” in the thought of Taha Abdurrahman. The study focuses
on clarifying the position of ethics in the construction of knowledge and the production of intellectual conceptions
within this project. It aims to analyze the theoretical foundations upon which the ethical conception is built, and
to reveal the nature of the relationship it establishes between values and knowledge. In addition, the study
evaluates the extent to which this project contributes to presenting an intellectual alternative to the dominant
modern paradigms within the contemporary Islamic context. The study adopts an analytical-critical methodology
by examining the central concepts of the project of alternative modernity and exploring their philosophical
implications. It also employs a comparative approach to highlight the distinctiveness of this conception in
contrast to certain trends of Western modernity. The findings indicate that the project establishes a vision in
which ethics constitutes a guiding principle of rational activity, rather than a secondary or subordinate element.
It also reconstructs the relationship between reason and values within an integrated framework that seeks to
overcome instrumental tendencies in modern thought. Furthermore, the results show that this conception offers
a theoretical possibility for reorienting the trajectory of contemporary Islamic thought. However, it still requires
further practical activation in order to gain broader circulation and influence within intellectual and cognitive
fields.

Keywords:Ethical foundation, contemporary Islamic thought, alternative modernity, Taha Abdurrahman,
Islamic ethics.
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	التعريف النظري: تم تبني تعريف ونظرية     Mayer & Salovey (1990)كذلك تم تنبني مقياس (1980,Davis).
	3 إِذا مالَ الفَتى للسودِ يَوماً                فَلا رَأي لَدَيهِ وَلا رَشـــــــــــــــــادُ
	4 أَتَهوى خُنفَساء كَأَن زِفتـــــاً                كَسا جلداً لَها وَهوَ السَوادُ
	5 وَما السَوداءُ إِلا قِدر فرنٍ                وَكانونٌ وَفَحمٌ أَو مِـــــــــــــــــدادُ
	6 وَبَينَ البيضِ وَالسودانِ فَـــــــــرقٌ           لِذي عَقلٍ بِهِ اِتَّضَحَ المُرادُ
	7 وجوهُ المُؤمنينَ لَها اِبيضاضٌ           وَوَجهُ الكافِرينَ بِهِ اِسوِدادُ
	8 لَنا غرامٌ شَديدٌ في هَوى الســــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــودِ        نَختارُهُنَّ عَلى بيضِ الطلا الغِيدِ
	9 لَونٌ بِهِ أَشرَقَت أَبصارُنا وَحَكـــــــــــــــــــــــــــى        في اللَونِ وَالعَرفِ نَفح المِسكِ وَالعودِ
	10 لا شَيءَ أَحسنُ مِـــــــــــــــــــن عاجٍ تركِّبُهُ         في آبنُوسَ وَلا أَشفى لِمبرودِ
	11 لا تَهوَ بَيضاءَ لَون الجصِّ وَاسمُ إِلى       سوداءَ حَسناءَ لَون الأَعيُنِ السودِ
	12 في جِيدِها غَيَدٌ فـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــي قَدِّها مَيَدٌ         في خَدِّها صَيَدٌ مِن سادَةٍ صِيدِ
	13 مِـــــــن آلِ حامٍ حَمَت قَلبي بِنارِ جَوىً         مِن هَجرِها وَابتَلَت عَيني بِتَسهِيدِ
	14 غَدَت أَعيُنٌ لِلناسِ رُمـــــــــــــــــــــــداً مُصابَةً          بِعَينيكَ إِنَّ السِحرَ مِنها يُؤثِّرُ
	15 وَكَم أَثَّرَت عَيناكَ فــــــــــــــي أَعيُنِ الوَرى          إِلى أَن غَدَت في نَفسِها تَتَأَثَّرُ
	16 كَذا الصارِمُ الصَّمصامُ إِن دامَ قاطِعاً          يَصِر فيهِ مِنــــــــهُ عِندَ ذاكَ تَأثُّرُ
	17 تَذكَّرَ بُعداً مِــــــــــن نُضار فَما صَبر          حَليفُ أَسىً رامَ السُلُوَّ فَمــــــــــا قَـــــــــــــدَر
	18 فَأَضرَمَ ناراً في الحَشا قَد تَسعَّرَت           وَأَمطَرَ شُؤبوبُ المَدامـــــــــــعِ كَالمَطَر
	19 نضارُ لَقَد أَسقَيتِني كأسَ لَــــــــــــوعَةٍ           هِيَ الصبرُ المَكروه أَو طَعمُها أَمَر
	20 نضارُ لَقَد خَلَّفتني ذا مَصــــــــــــــائِبٍ           إِذا شَرَعَت تَنأى تَداعَت لَها أُخَـــــــــــــــر
	21 نضارُ اِعلَمِي أَنّــــــــي بِقَلبي وَقالِبي          لَدَيكِ مُقيمــــــــــــــــاً لا يَقُرُّ لِيَ السَفَــــــــــــــــــــــــر
	22 وَأَبكيكِ مـــــــــا إِن دامَ بِالجِسمِ روحُهُ          وَمـــــــــا لاحِقِي يَوماً مَلالٌ وَلا ضَجَر
	23 وَلَســــــــــــتُ كَمَن بَكّى حَبيبَيهِ حِقبَةً           فَقالَ وَقَـــــــــــــــــــــد مَلَّ البُكا مِنهُ وَالسَهَر
	24 إِلى الحَولِ ثُمَ اسمُ السَلامِ عَلَيكُما           وَمَـــــــــــــــــن يَبكِ حَولاً كامِلاً فَقَد اِعتَذَر
	25 وَلَكِنَّني أَبكيكِ إِذ نَلتَقي مَعـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــاً           فَتُبصِر عَيني وَجهَكِ الزاهرَ القَمَر
	26 وَأَحظى بِحُسنٍ مِـــــــــن حَديثكِ إِنَّما           حَديثُكِ أُنسُ القَلبِ وَالسَمعِ وَالبَصَر
	27 وَما كَنُضارٍ في البَناتِ وَما لَهــــــا           شَبيهٌ يُرى لا فـــــــــــــــــي البَداوَةِ وَالحَضَر
	28 ضَريح بِنتي جَعَلتُ بَيتي               وَقُلتُ لَيتي أَموتُ لَيتــــــي
	29 قدومُ حَيٍّ يَغيبُ يُرجَـــــــــــــى                وَلَيسَ يُرجى قُدومُ مَيتِ
	30 يا عَينُ ابكي دَماً عَلَيها                 فَلَيسَ يَجري دَمعٌ بَكَيتِ
	31 يا لَيلَةَ البَينِ مِن نُضارٍ                 صَدَّعتِ قَلبي بِما جَنَيتِ
	32 يا تُربَةً قَد حَوَت نُضاراً                 طِبتِ شَذاً بِالَّذي حَوَيتِ
	33 وَعَيتِ عَقلاً وَبَحرَ عِلمٍ                 وسُؤدداً بِالَّتي وَعَيتِ
	34 أَمَضَّني الحُزنُ يا نضارٌ               وَصِرتُ مُضنىً لَمّا مَضَيتِ
	35 أَصبَحتُ فَرداً فَلَيتَ أَنِّي                قَضَيتُ نَحباً لَمّا قَضَيتِ
	36 سَعَيتِ لِلعلمِ باجتــــــــــــــهادٍ                 وَلَم تُمتَّعي بِما وَعَيتِ
	37 سَرَت إِلــــــــــى عالمٍ عَلِيٍّ                 روحُكِ يا بُعد ما سَرَيتِ
	38 إِلى سَماءِ الَّذي تَسامَت                حَتّى رَأَيتِ الَّذي رَأَيتِ
	39 الروحُ مِنكِ اِستحالَ طَيراً               لَمّا تَشَكّى الظَما سَقَيتِ
	40 وَآخِرُ النُطقِ كانَ مِنكِ الت            تَشَهُّدُ اللذ بِهِ رَبَيتِ
	41 وَقَدَّسَ اللَه مِنكِ روحاً                 نالَت مِن الخُلدِ ما اشتَهَيتِ
	42 وَإِنَّ بَيتاً أَضحى مَحَلاً                 لِخَيرِ بِنتٍ لَخَيرُ بَيتِ
	43 أَأَرجو حَياةً بَعــــــــــــــــــــــــدَ فَقدِ زُمُرُّدِ         وَكانَت بِها روحي تَلَذُّ وَتَغتَذِي
	44 زُمُرُّدُ قَد خَلَّفتِ للصَّبِّ لَوعَــــــــــــةً         وَحُزناً بِقَلبـــــــــــــي آخِذاً كُلَّ مَأخَذِ
	45 رَمَيتِ بِسَهمٍ وَسطَ قَلبٍ مُجَرَّحٍ         كَأَنَّ بِهِ وَقعَ الحُســـــــــــــــامِ المُشَحَّذِ
	46 فَمِن مُقلَتي تَسهادُ جَفنٍ كَأَنَّمـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــا          يَمُرُّ عَلَيـــــــــــــــــــــــهِ اللَيــــــــــــــــــلُ جـــــــــــلدةَ قُنفُذِ
	47 وَمِن مَسمَعي صَغوٌ لِصَوتك دائِماً           وَمِن معطَسي تَوقٌ إِلى عَرفِكِ الشَذِي
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