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nder the patronage of the Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research, Dr. Halo Al-Askari, and
under the supervision of the President of the University of Wasit, Prof. Dr. Abbas Lufta Al-Aqabi, and
chaired by the Dean of the College of Arts, Prof. Dr. Saad Dahis Nasser Al-Hasani, the College of Arts held
its 10th International Scientific Conference under the theme "Human Studies and the Horizons of Digital
Transformation," in collaboration with Lark Journal of Philosophy, Linguistics, and Human Sciences. The
conference featured a blended scientific participation combining both in-person and online attendance, with
notable engagement from researchers inside and outside Iraq, including 150 scientific papers from across
Iraq and abroad, reflecting the scale of academic interaction and the breadth of international participation.
The conference aimed to establish a systematic academic framework for studying digital transformation in
the humanities, outlining its epistemological foundations and applied approaches in fields such as applied
philosophy, translation, social sciences, literature, languages, media, and public relations, thereby
contributing to the development of scientific research and enhancing cognitive integration in line with the
requirements of digital transformation in human studies. It also discussed mechanisms for employing modern
technologies to advance scientific research, strengthen the integration of human knowledge and technology
to meet contemporary demands, support scientific research, and expand the horizons of academic
cooperation.

Keywords: digitization, humanities, technology.
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Digital Culture and Cultural Identity" An Anthropological Approach to

the Reconstruction of Cultural Identity"

Prof. Dr. Yousif Anad Zamel', Prof. Dr. Jameel Mohsen Mansour?
College of Law / University of Wasit
College of Arts / University of Wasit
yinad@uowasit.edu.iq
Abstract:

Contemporary societies are increasingly exposed to diverse forms of cultural interaction, particularly
under the influence of digital culture, which has transcended geographical boundaries and reshaped local value
systems. This transformation has generated continuous interaction between traditional cultural heritage and
emerging cultural elements fostered by the digital environment. Such interaction contributes significantly to the
reconstruction of cultural identity across different segments of society. The digital sphere provides unprecedented
opportunities for freedom of expression, the formation of new social networks, and the development of modern
patterns of knowledge and values. Furthermore, over the past decades, communication structures and cultural
practices have undergone profound transformations, driven by the rapid advancement of digital technologies and
the widespread proliferation of social media platforms. Consequently, the concept of “digital culture” has
emerged as both a cognitive and behavioral framework that plays a central role in shaping individual and
collective identities.

Keywords: Digital Culture; Cultural Identity; Social Media
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Social Identity and Digital Citizenship: An Analytical Study of the
Identity Dilemma Between Reality and Virtuality

Prof. Dr. Zainab Mohammed Saleh', Prof. Dr. Yousif Anad Zamel?
College of Education for Girls / University of Baghdad
College of Law / University of Wasit

yinad@uowasit.edu.iq

Abstract:

Contemporary societies today experience changes, transformations, and shifts that may be radical or
gradual and rapid due to technological development and the spread of the digital space. This has led to the
emergence of new social, anthropological, and psychological patterns of human interaction with new concepts

>

such as “digital identity” and “digital citizenship,” which have become essential elements in the lives of
individuals and groups within the virtual world.

These changes raise several issues, the most important of which is the dialectical relationship between
lived reality and the digital virtual world. The digital space may reflect the individual’s real identity or reconstruct
it in different ways.

Through this, the need appears to analyze the relationship between reality and virtuality and how balance
between them can be achieved in a way that contributes to building a positive digital society.

Structure of the Research:

First Section: The research problem, its importance, objectives, and terminology.

Second Section: The nature of the problematic of identity and digital citizenship — a sociological reading.
Third Section: Digital citizenship — its importance, objectives, elements, and dimensions.
Fourth Section: The problematic of identity and digital citizenship and the dialectic of reality and virtuality..
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Four stage of Thinking Has artificial intelligence solved the mystery of

consciousness?
Prof. Dr. Baqir Ibrahim Hussein
University of Wasit — College of Arts — Department of Philosophy
Abstract:

This research is about artificial intelligence, which has become commonplace across various
media. Through a deliberate metaphor, the first part of the title of this research (the fourth stage of
thinking) highlights the importance of this new technological revolution. This is because Auguste
Comte
In the mid-nineteenth century, he classified thinking into three stages and models of thinking according
to the degree of maturity of the human mind. And now, with this new technology, artificial intelligence,
it seems we have entered a new phase and a new pattern of thinking, alongside previous patterns. This
research examines opinions about this new technology from a purely philosophical perspective.
Keywords: Artificial intelligence, language, consciousness, mind, the hard problem ,Chalmers
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The Impact of Arabic Poetic Culture on Contemporary Kurdish
Poetry: The Poet Faiq Bikes as a Case Study

Prof. Dr. Muhammad Taqi John
University of Wasit / College of Arts

Abstract

When neighboring nations embraced Islam, they found the foundations of Arabic poetry superior to
their own. Their poetry, therefore, was written according to the nature of their languages, employing a different
approach based on internal rather than external elements, unlike Arabic poetry, which is characterized by its two-
hemistich structure, metrical patterns, consistent rhyme, specific themes, and distinctive poetic language. These
nations then began to write using the foundations of Arabic poetry, influenced by, and even assimilating, Arabic
poetic culture. Among the nations that benefited from this were the Kurds, who began their journey of influence
during the Abbasid era, following the example of the Persians. While the Persians in the modern era abandoned
adherence to the foundations of Arabic poetry because their language was incompatible with them, the Kurds
remained faithful to these foundations until the advent of the prose poem, which Arab poets themselves later
abandoned. Among the great poets, indeed, their prince of poets, was Faiq Bekas, who died in 1948. The research
includes an abstract, an introduction, and two sections: the first, entitled "Arabic Influences on the Great Kurdish
Poet Faiq Bekas," and the second, "A Study of His Collected Poems." It concludes with a summary of the research
findings.
Keywords: Influence, Arabic Poetic Culture, Kurdish Poetry, Faiq Bekas
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Material Cultural Heritage and the Horizons of Digital

Transformation

Prof. Dr. Nihad Hasan Haji! Prof. Hashim Taha Raheem? Researcher Yousif Ali®
University of Wasit, College of Arts
University of Wasit, College of Arts
Prime Minister's Office

Abstract

Digital transformation is among the key strategies in the study of material cultural heritage, as it
contributes to the analysis of human remains and the deciphering of historical manuscripts—efforts that can
significantly enhance research methodologies in the humanities. This paper outlines the practical steps of digital
transformation in studying both immovable and movable material cultural heritage, particularly focusing on
digitized manuscripts preserved in global libraries. It also explores how these efforts support the creation of
specialized databases that enable researchers to write history from its primary sources and deepen their
understanding of cultural anthropology.

Research Objectives:

¢ To clarify the preventive role of digital transformation in preserving cultural heritage from loss and
deterioration.

¢ To demonstrate how digital transformation enhances accessibility for researchers, focusing on two main axes:
1. Digital transformation in the study of human remains (e.g., through genetic analysis).

2. Digital transformation in preserving material cultural heritage—specifically, manuscripts in Semitic languages
held at Cambridge University Library in the UK.

Research Problem:

Many sources of material cultural heritage remain stored in disorganized or inaccessible repositories,
making their retrieval slow and difficult for researchers seeking timely and accurate access. Moreover, the Arab
world still relies minimally on digital tools for heritage preservation due to limited funding, inadequate
infrastructure, and complex digital copyright restrictions.

Research Methodology:
The study employs a descriptive-analytical approach to help researchers overcome barriers in accessing
and utilizing material cultural heritage sources.
Research Questions:
1. What is the role of genetic fingerprinting (DNA analysis) in studying human remains?
2. What is digital transformation in the context of digitizing material manuscript heritage?
3. To what extent has digital transformation contributed to preserving material cultural heritage
and making it accessible to researchers?
Keywords: Genetic fingerprinting; Genome; Semitic languages; Taylor-Schechter; Genizah.
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The Impact of Digital Transformation on Family and Social Bonds in

Contemporary Society.
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Abstract
The world is currently experiencing a widespread digital transformation that directly affects lifestyle patterns,
including family and community relationships. This study aims to explore the impact of digital transformation
on social and familial bonds, highl
ighting both its advantages, such as easy communication and access to information, and its disadvantages,
including social isolation and the decline of face-to-face interaction among family members and within
communities.
The research relies on a review of literature and previous studies, as well as an analysis of local societal
phenomena, to identify the factors influencing the quality of relationships under digitalization. The study also
provides practical recommendations to strengthen family and community ties in the era of digital transformation,
emphasizing the need to balance effective technology use with the preservation of core social values.
Keywords: Digital Transformation — Family Bonds — Community — Social Interaction
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Cognitive Applications of Computational Linguistics: Machine
Translation as a Case Study

Professor Dr. Nawal Taha Yaseen
University of Basra, College of Arts, Department of Philosophy
nawaltaha.yaseen@gmail.com

Abstract

In the era of globalization and computing, language technologies have emerged as a pivotal
medium for interaction across social, economic, and cultural domains. These technologies are integrated
into various web-based services, including e-government, e-learning, e-commerce, and e-culture,
enhancing human efficiency in task execution. Consequently, Artificial Intelligence (Al)—as a
simulation of human behavior—has become a central theme in multi-dimensional global discourse,
raising legitimate questions regarding its implications for linguistic processes, specifically "translation."
This suggests that research in Natural Language Processing (NLP) is now fundamentally contingent
upon contemporary technical advancements. In today's technology-driven society, it is increasingly
difficult to decouple linguistic activities—such as reading, writing, and translating—from
computational developments, as digital tools have become indispensable in linguistic research.

Accordingly, the evolution of Computational Linguistics has profoundly impacted translation
studies, rendering them inseparable from computer science. This research aims to demonstrate the
machine's role as an active language user while examining the influence of machine language on
translation. From the perspective that the ultimate goal of translation is to represent the world, this study
explores whether this is achievable through hybrid human-machine practices. It further investigates
whether quality will remain attributed to human or machine agency, or be redefined as "post-human"
output, while addressing the most prominent cognitive issues in machine translation.
Keywords: Machine Translation, Computational Linguistics, MT Pedagogy, Literary Translation,
Translation Quality.
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Abstract

This research, titled "Scientists' Contributions to the Development of Artificial Intelligence 1956-
1995," traces the history of scientific innovations undertaken by a number of scientists and researchers,
and the resulting advancements in artificial intelligence. The research examines the earliest scientific
efforts and studies that introduced the concepts of artificial intelligence in their earliest form, leading
to more significant research since the mid-20th century. This research has resulted in remarkable
developments in artificial intelligence programs and the expansion of their applications, supporting and
accelerating digital transformation across various institutions and sectors. Digital transformation relies
on employing modern technologies to improve performance and develop services, while artificial
intelligence has contributed to data analysis and the extraction of results, enabling institutions to make
more accurate and effective decisions in shorter timeframes.

The research consisted of an introduction, three sections, and a conclusion. The first section followed
the intellectual and scientific beginnings of artificial intelligence up to 1956. The second section
addressed the role of scientists in the development of artificial intelligence research from 1956 to 1980.
The last section focused on the contributions of scientists to the development of artificial intelligence
applications from 1980 to 1995. The conclusion presents the most important findings.

Keywords: Artificial intelligence scientists, computers, Alan Matheson Turing, intelligent devices
,John McCarthy, Edward Feigenbaum , expert systems.
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Representations of the Self in the Age of Algorithms: A Sociological Study

of Digital Identity Formation

Asst. Prof. Dr. Hadeel Tooman Mohammed Al-Baaj
Imam Al-Kadhim University College (IKUC) / Wasit Departments / Iraq
hadeeltuman@iku.edu.iq

Abstract

This study examined the sociology of self-representation in the algorithmic era, aiming to
understand how identity has transitioned from a subjective entity into a digital product governed by
programmed standards. Field results revealed that users adopt rigorous impression management
strategies, with 80% intentionally concealing aspects of their real lives in favor of an idealized facade
to ensure social acceptance. Statistical analysis further confirmed the participants' submission to forced
algorithmic standardization, as evidenced by the following trends aimed to guarantee reach and a sharp
awareness of being trapped within filter bubbles that reproduce the familiar and stifle diversity. The
study concluded that this intensive digital interaction has led to a form of alienation, in which self-
esteem is tethered to external engagement metrics (likes), creating a programmed, algorithmic self that
prioritizes performative display over individual authenticity. The study recommends enhancing critical
algorithmic literacy to reclaim autonomy over identity in virtual spaces.

Keywords: Self-Representations Digital Identity . Digital Alienation Identity Standardization
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The Alhambra Palace in the Arab Imagination: The Vision of the
Arabist José Miguel as a Model

Prof. Dr. Maher Sabri Kadhim
Department of History - College of Arts / Mustansiriyha University
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Abstract:

The Alhambra Palace is considered one of the Islamic monuments in the Andalusian city of Granada. It is
distinguished by its unique architectural features and diverse forms of creativity, including Islamic inscriptions
and poems on its walls. Furthermore, the Alhambra holds immense historical value, dating back to the Middle
Ages during the Islamic rule of Andalusia, specifically the 7th century AH/13th century AD. This historical
context encompasses the history of Islamic Granada during the Nasrid dynasty, the last Muslim rulers of
Andalusia. The study explores the Alhambra in Arabic sources, presenting its various components, as well as the
poems and verses inscribed on its walls. It also provides a clear picture of the Alhambra as perceived by the
Arabist José Miguel, introducing Arabism in general and specifically focusing on Miguel's descriptions of parts
of the Alhambra, such as the Albartal Palace within the complex. He also expressed his admiration for the
Generalife Gardens, providing detailed descriptions of this important part of the palace. Miguel considered the
physical structure to be embodied in the poems and emblems of the Nasrids, reflecting the beauty of Islamic
thought. He believed in a genuine fusion between literary texts, with their calligraphic beauty, and architecture.
Islamic

Keywords: Al-Andalus - Granada - Alhambra - Generalife - José Miguel
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From Hermeneutics to Artificial Intelligence: The Fate of Human

Understanding in Digital Studies
Prof. Dr. Abdelkader Fidouh!, M. Dr. Fadheelah Qasim Saleh Al-Ali?
Moulay Tahar University - Saida — Algeria
University of Basrah - College of Education, Al-Qurna
afidouh@hotmail.com

Abstract

In recent decades, the field of the humanities has undergone a profound transformation driven by rapid
advances in digital technologies and artificial intelligence. This transformation is not limited to the modernization
of research tools but extends to the deeper structures of human understanding itself, including its hermeneutic,
historical, and existential dimensions. Traditionally, the humanities have been grounded in the centrality of the
interpreting subject and in understanding as a situated, historically mediated act shaped by cultural horizons and
lived experience, as articulated in modern hermeneutics from Schleiermacher and Dilthey to Heidegger,
Gadamer, and Ricoeur. However, the rise of algorithmic systems and machine learning models has reconfigured
the question of understanding within a different epistemic logic, one based on computational processing, pattern
recognition, and data-driven analysis rather than meaning-oriented interpretation.

, highlighting the gap between understanding as an existential experience and understanding as a
computational operation. Second, from an epistemological perspective, it examines how artificial intelligence
This paper advances the central argument that the shift from human interpretation to algorithmic understanding
represents not merely a technical transition, but a deep epistemological transformation that affects the very
definition and limits of humanistic knowledge. While hermeneutic understanding is grounded in the subject’s
engagement with meaning, the dialectic of understanding and misunderstanding, and the openness of
interpretation, algorithmic systems tend to translate texts and discourses into quantifiable data, thereby risking a
reification of meaning and its reduction to statistical patterns.

The study approaches this transformation from three complementary perspectives. First, from a
hermeneutic perspective, it compares the foundations of classical human understanding with the logics of
machine-based processingreshapes the criteria of knowledge, objectivity, and scientific validity within digital
humanities. Third, from an anthropological-philosophical perspective, it analyzes the implications of this shift
for the image of the human being as an interpreting, meaning-producing subject, in contrast to the emerging
figure of the human as a producer of data and a consumer of algorithmic outputs.

The paper concludes that the core challenge does not lie in either rejecting or uncritically embracing
artificial intelligence, but in developing a critical integrative model that reaffirms the centrality of human
understanding while engaging productively with computational capacities. Such a model seeks to preserve the
humanistic dimension of meaning while recognizing the methodological legitimacy of digital tools, thereby
envisioning the digital humanities as a hybrid field in which hermeneutic sensibility and algorithmic power
engage in a reflective, ethically grounded dialogue.

Keywords: Hermeneutics — Artificial Intelligence — Digital Humanities — Human Understanding — Algorithms
— Epistemology — Meaning — Philosophy of Technology — Digital Transformation
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The Digital Revolution and Its Impact on Historical Studies

Prof. Dr. Azhar Abdul Rahman Abdul Karim Al-Lafteh
University of Dhi Qar-College of Education for Humanities
dr.Azhar.A.Alrahman@utq.edu.iq

Abstract

The world has recently witnessed profound transformations across many scientific and intellectual fields
driven by digital technology, and historical studies are among those that have undergone digitization in recent
years. Digital technologies have created new ways to access historical facts through virtual reality, making
history more comprehensible. In light of this, research on the impact of digital technology on historical studies
has continued. Researchers in this field are no longer confined to institutional paper archives but now deal with
a vast digital space that provides enormous quantities of official documents, reports, and images available
through various digital platforms. The shift from traditional to digital archives represents a qualitative shift in the
nature of the material itself, which has become an information system governed by digital classification
mechanisms and search engines. This has directly affected how documents and sources used in writing these
studies are accessed, facilitating access to information and reshaping the relationship between the researcher and
the source.
Keywords: The digital revolution, history, studies, internet, technologies.
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Abstract
This study aims to uncover the poetic trends in Abu al-Hasan al- Shamshati's book, "Al-Anwar wa
Mahasin al-Ash'ar." The book compiles a wealth of literary material reflecting the conditions of the
4th century AH. It includes both traditional and newly developed poetic themes. Beyond its literary
significance, it also holds historical importance, encompassing diverse fields of knowledge and
learning. Therefore, this book is considered a cornerstone of Arabic culture, rich in authentic Arab
heritage
Keywords: Al-Shamshati, poetic trends, artistic features
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Understanding Federalism in Political Philosophical Research

Prof. Dr. Qais Nasir Rahai
Irag- University of Basrah- Basrah and Arab Gulf Studies Center
gais.rahai@uobasrah.edu.iq

Abstract:

Federalism is arguably one of the most philosophically contentious concepts, not merely
because of its standing within philosophical inquiry, but also because several philosophers have been
reluctant to grant it a legitimate presence in their scholarly work. Despite the considerable attention
devoted to the study of federalism across multiple academic disciplines, its engagement in philosophical
thought remains confined to a select group of philosophers whose interest in the subject stems primarily
from their proximity to the practical challenges confronting their respective societies. Nevertheless, the
matter does not end there, for federalism today falls squarely within the domain of normative theory,
insofar as it constitutes a form of authority — and consequently, the question of optimal authority has
long stood at the heart of political philosophers' concerns throughout the ages. It may further be argued
that federalism has assumed two distinct dimensions, whether in the realm of intellectual theorization
or practical application, as it has not been the exclusive preoccupation of specialists alone, but has also
extended to those who practice it. For this reason, federalism is regarded as one of the most significant
subjects occupying the contemporary political landscape.

Keywords :Federalism, Political Philosophy, Political Philosophy and Contemporary Issues
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The Concept of Wonder (‘Ujb) in the Holy Quran: Between Psychological

Significance and Doctrinal Guidance
Prof. Dr. Asil Muta’ab Al-Janabi!, Prof. Dr. Saeed Salman Jaber?
Wasit University, college of Arts
Baaljanaby@uowasit.eduiq
Salaaaray@uowasit.eduiq

Abstract:

This research examines the concept of wonder (‘Ujb) in the Holy Quran, exploring the interplay
between its psychological dimensions and doctrinal guidance. The study analyzes relevant Quranic
verses to extract the psychological implications derived from the root of ‘Ujb within the Quranic context
and their impact on the discourse. Furthermore, it investigates the Quranic structures employed for
doctrinal direction, addressing key themes such as Prophethood, Resurrection, and Monotheism
(Tawhid), and their influence on the rhetorical framework.

The study concludes that the Quran does not employ the standard grammatical forms of
exclamation (Af’al bihi and Ma Af’alah). This omission indicates that the primary objective is to
analyze and evaluate the psychological phenomenon of wonder, rather than merely expressing
emotional reaction. Additionally, the research highlights the significant role of the Quranic context in
shaping and directing the concept of wonder.

Keywords:Wonder (‘Ujb), Quran, Psychology, Doctrine
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Here is the translation of the sources into English, arranged alphabetically according to the English alphabet (A-
7).
Al-Bahr Al-Muhit (The Surrounding Ocean)
Abu Hayyan Al-Andalusi (d. 745 AH)
Dar Al-Fikr, Beirut, 2000 AD.
Al-Jami‘ li-Ahkam Al-Qur’an (The Compendium of the Rulings of the Qur’an)
Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Ahmad Al-Qurtubi (d. 671 AH)
Edited by: Ahmad Al-Barduni and Ibrahim Atfayyish
Dar Al-Kutub Al-Misriyya, Cairo, 2nd ed., 1964 AD.
Al-Kashshaf ‘an Haqa’iq Al-Tanzil wa ‘Uyun Al-Aqgawil fi Wujuh Al-Ta’wil (The Unveiler of the Realities of
Revelation and the Choicest Sayings on the Aspects of Interpretation)
Abu Al-Qasim Al-Zamakhshari (d. 538 AH)
Dar lhya’ Al-Turath Al-‘Arabi, Mu’assasat Al-Tarikh Al-‘Arabi, Beirut, n.d.
Al-Mufradat fi Gharib Al-Qur’an (Vocabulary of Difficult Terms in the Qur’an)
Al-Raghib Al-Isfahani (d. 502 AH)
Reviewed and Introduced by: Wael Ahmad Abdul Rahman
Al-Maktaba Al-Tawfigiyya, Cairo, n.d.
Al-Sihah: Taj Al-Lugha wa Sihah Al-‘Arabiyya (The Correct: The Crown of Language and the Correct Arabic)
Abu Nasr Isma‘il Al-Jawhari (d. 393 AH)
Edited by: Ahmad Abdul Ghafur Attar
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Dar Al-‘Ilm lil-Malayin, Beirut, 4th ed., 1987 AD.

Al-Tahrir wa Al-Tanwir (Liberation and Enlightenment)

Muhammad Al-Tahir ibn ‘Ashur (d. 1393 AH)

Al-Dar Al-Tunisiyya lil-Nashr, Tunis, 1984 AD.

Al-Usul: Dirasah Ibistimulujiyyah lil-Fikr Al-Lughawi ‘inda Al-‘Arab (The Fundamentals: An Epistemological
Study of Linguistic Thought Among the Arabs)

Dr. Tammam Hassan

‘Alam Al-Kutub, Cairo, 2000 AD.

Asrar Al-Balaghah (Secrets of Eloquence)

Abdul Qahir Al-Jurjani (d. 471 AH)

Edited by: Sheikh Muhammad Abduh

Dar Al-Kutub Al-‘Ilmiyya, Beirut, 1st ed., 1988 AD.

)Note: The Arabic entry provided "Dala’il Al-I‘jaz" but the author/editor match this specific edition. The English
reflects the Arabic text provided by the user.(

Fath Al-Qadir (The Opening of the Omnipotent)

Muhammad ibn Ali Al-Shawkani (d. 1250 AH)

Dar Ibn Kathir, Dar Al-Kalim Al-Tayyib, Damascus/Beirut, 1st ed., 1414 AH.

Irshad Al-*Aql Al-Salim ila Mazaya Al-Kitab Al-Karim (Guidance of the Sound Mind to the Virtues of the Noble
Book)

Abu Al-Su‘ud Al-‘Imadi (d. 982 AH)

Dar Thya’ Al-Turath Al-‘Arabi, Beirut, n.d.

‘Ilm Al-Dalalah (Semantics)

Dr. Ahmad Mukhtar Omar

Maktabat Dar Al-‘Urubah lil-Nashr wa Al-Tafrigh, Kuwait, 1st ed., 1982 AD.

Ma‘ani Al-Qur’an (Meanings of the Qur’an)

Abu Zakariyya Al-Farra’ (d. 207 AH)

‘Alam Al-Kutub, Beirut, 1983 AD.

Ma‘ani Al-Qur’an wa [‘rabuh (Meanings of the Qur’an and its Parsing)

Abu Ishaq Al-Zajjaj (d. 311 AH)

Edited by: Abdul Jalil Abduh Shalabi

Dar Al-Hadith, Cairo, 2004 AD.

Mafatih Al-Ghayb: Al-Tafsir Al-Kabir (Keys to the Unseen: The Great Exegesis)

Fakhr Al-Din Al-Razi (d. 606 AH)

Dar Thya’ Al-Turath Al-‘Arabi, Beirut, 3rd ed., 1420 AH.

Magayis Al-Lughah (Standards of Language)

Ibn Faris (d. 395 AH)

Edited by: Abdul Salam Muhammad Harun

Mustafa Al-Babi Al-Halabi & Sons Co., Cairo, 2nd ed., 1972 AD.

Nazm Al-Durar fi Tanasub Al-Ayat wa Al-Suwar (The Stringing of Pearls Regarding the Coherence of Verses
and Chapters)

Burhan Al-Din Al-Biga‘i (d. 885 AH)

Dar Al-Ma‘arif Al-‘Uthmaniyya, Hyderabad, India, 1st ed., 1984 AD.

Ruh Al-Ma‘ani fi Tafsir Al-Qur’an Al-‘Azim wa Al-Sab‘ Al-Mathani (The Spirit of Meanings in the Exegesis
of the Glorious Qur’an and the Seven Oft-Repeated Verses)

Abu Al-Fadl Shihab Al-Din Al-Alusi (d. 1270 AH)

Collated and Corrected by: Ali Abdul Bari Atiyya

Dar Al-Kutub Al-‘Ilmiyya, Beirut, 1st ed., 1994 AD
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Quantification, Polarization, and Tariff Coercion in Trump’s 2026

Davos Address: A Discourse-Analytic Study
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Abstract

The article discusses how the numbers are used in the January 2026 speech of Donald Trump at the World Economic
Forum in Davos to construct authority, deepen ideological polarization, and justify coercive trade policy. The paper is based
on a close discourse analysis of the speech, a manual coding of 87 quantitative statements found in the transcript, such as
performance measurements, comparative positions, time-related indicators, and tariff details. The article methodologically
assumes that these assertions are rhetorical units, and not economic facts that have been established. As analysis
demonstrates, quantification has three functions which are interconnected. To start with, it creates a story of extraordinary
national achievement using specific numbers, vast amounts, and hyperbolic historical assertions. Second, it intensifies the
polarization of partisan, and geopolitical polarization by structuring actors into hierarchies of winners, and losers,
competence, and failure, compliance, and resistance. Third, it translates descriptive numbers into warrants to economic
coercion by making a trade deficit, and tariff reciprocity moralized evidence of unfairness requiring a punitive correction.
The article posits that the Davos speech is an illustration of a larger change in modern political communication whereby
numerical language is a commodity of power, identity, and danger. Quantification, in this instance, functions as an
intermediate between self-praising economic storytelling, and the discursive naturalization of coercive policy.

Keywords: Quantification, political discourse, ideological polarization, tariff threats, economic coercion.
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1. Introduction

Numbers are seldom used as information carriers in modern political speech. They tend to be rhetorical tools that give
authority, reduce complex realities into memorable statements, and make it natural to certain policy decisions. The address
by Donald Trump at the World Economic Forum in Davos on January 21, 2026, presents a pure example of this trend. The
speech also amalgamates the economic pointers, the historic overstatements, comparative rankings, and the tariff
specifications in such a manner that transcends description and borders political positioning. This article does not ask the
question of whether each of the numbers is economically right, but it asks what the numbers do in a discourse.

The Davos address is a convenient example since it combines three communicative logics, which are frequently
considered individually in the literature. First, it depends on the quantification of the competence of project managers, and
the outstanding performance of the country. Second, it employs comparative numerical assertions to enhance partisan, and
geopolitical lines. Third, it translates measures into coercive policy discourse by portraying tariffs as logical and retaliatory
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means to calculated injustice. The speech, hence offers one corpus where the quantification, polarization, and economic
coercion can be analyzed concurrently.

Existing scholarship has shown that numerical language in politics can strengthen epistemic authority, shape policy
interpretation, and constrain alternative readings of social reality (Card et al., 2022; Han, 2016; Jensen et al., 2012). Research
on polarization further suggests that quantified contrasts can intensify in-group and out-group distinctions by presenting
performance and failure as measurable facts rather than contestable interpretations (Mufioz et al., 2024; Yarchi et al., 2024).
Studies of Trumpian discourse, meanwhile, have identified recurrent patterns of hyperbole, conflict framing, and superlative
self-positioning (Kaiser et al., 2025). Yet these strands are not often brought together in a focused discourse analysis of a
single international speech that links economic boasting directly to tariff threats. This is the gap addressed here.

Accordingly, the article advances three research questions. RQ1 is whether quantification can be used to create a story
of superior performance of the nation and managerial skills. The second research question is RQ2: How measured statements
mediate between ideological polarization and self-other positioning. RQ3 posits how the numerical power is transformed
into economic coercion warrants using tariff wording and conditional threats. This contribution of the article is thus
conceptual and rhetorical as opposed to econometric. It demonstrates how quantitative discourse may shift between
descriptive, evaluative and coercive functions in a single speech event.

To be more analytical, the article considers the speech transcript as a closed corpus and all the numbers as objects of
the discourse. This is not to prove that Trump is a valid economic fact. It is to analyze the arrangement, intensification,
repetition and moralization of those claims to construct political sense. This difference is significant since the persuasive
power of a quantified statement is not solely a product of empirical accuracy. It is also based on placement, comparison,
scale and the social authority that comes with numerical language.

2. Literature Review
2.1 Quantification and political authority

This has been repeatedly demonstrated by studies on the use of language in politics; the quantification of information
is a rhetorical value on top of information transfer. Numbers can be treated like projected objectivity, compressibility of
policy arguments and epistemic authority of a speaker (Card et al., 2022; Gupta et al., 2022; Jensen et al., 2012). They tend
to work in a two-step manner: they may appear to be factual because they are countable but they are also selective in that
the speakers may decide the indicators they will foreground, the comparisons they will stage as well as the base they will
subordinate. This selectivity is politically significant whenever figures are proscribed by appraisal modifiers, historical
statements, or by an indication of certainty. When this happens, quantification does not report performance, it tells a story.

This observation is particularly applicable to the study of elite speech during the instances of policy justification.
Modern political oratory has been observed to use precise numbers, percentages, ratios, and rankings to lend a semblance
of analytic skill to the larger argument, which is partisan or ideologically freighted (Gupta et al., 2022; Mufioz et al., 2024).
That is, quantification assists in converting preference into visible evidences. That accounts for the fact that the current paper
treats numerical assertions as rhetorical tools whose meaning is based on framing, sequencing, and contrast and is not limited
to arithmetic.

2.2 Polarization, comparison, and self-other positioning

A second literature associates political language with polarization and high-low status. More recent computational and
discourse-analytic studies have reported rising amounts of polarized speech in both digital and institutional contexts, such
as heightened out-group hostility, more binary framing, and more rigid accounts of political identity (Fulay & Roy, 2023;
Kaiser et al., 2025; Mufioz et al., 2024; Yarchi et al., 2024). The role of comparative rhetoric in this process is that it allows
the speakers to categorize actors as competent and incompetent, successful and unsuccessful, loyal and threatening. Once
such comparisons are quantified, they gain another halo of authority.

This literature can be used to analyze the discourse of Trump since his rhetoric is often a mixture of superlatives,
comparative degradation, and personalized certitude (Kaiser et al., 2025). Measures of contrast, like growth rate, investment
amounts or trade deficits, can have two uses simultaneously. They create the in-group of the speaker as objectively superior
and the opponents as numerically and morally inferior (Gupta et al., 2022). The dichotomous reasoning is not limited to the
politics of the home. Comparative numbers may also establish geopolitical hierarchies by placing other states or institutions
as exploitative, incompetent, or dependent (Ballard et al., 2023).

2.3 Economic coercion and tariff rhetoric

The third line of research is on the rhetoric of economic coercion. The study of trade-war rhetoric, congressional rhetoric
and protectionist rhetoric demonstrates that political participants tend to frame punitive economic policies as reasonable,
mutually beneficial and defensive as opposed to offensive (Ballard et al., 2023; Wang, 2025). The language of imbalance
plays the central role. The deficits in trade and asymmetries are being told as a manifestation of injustice, and the numerical
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imbalances are being redefined as moral causes of remedial action. It is at this point that quantification is particularly
consequential: a calculated imbalance can be used as an argument to be punished.

The literature hence proposes a sequence which is very much relevant to the Davos address. To begin with, a speaker
builds up numerical authority based on the performance metrics. Second, the identical speaker recognizes a quantitative
imbalance or loss. Third, a coercive policy is legislated as proportional redress. Current literature recognizes components of
this chain, but seldom considers the entire rhetorical sequence in one speech. The current article fills that gap by following
the manner in which the metrics gain justifications of tariffs in the Trump Davos speech.

3. Methodological Note

The research utilizes the qualitative discourse analysis, which is aided by manual coding. The text is the January 21,
2026 address in Davos which was circulated in transcript. As an analysis aid, a quantitative claim was a speech unit that
included a numeral, percentage, an explicit ranking, a specific time reference, or an amount of some large scale size that
helped support the argument of the speech. Numerical phrases that were repeated were counted once when they had the
same local task and when they were redefined to execute a different rhetorical task. This process resulted in 87 coded claims.

The coding was done in three phases. The transcript was read thoroughly first and all items that were quantitative were
separated. Second, every item was placed in a main rhetorical category. Third, some representative passages were chosen
to be analyzed thoroughly. The groups of the article do not introduce themselves as the final linguistic facts. They are
analytical instruments that are aimed at capturing hegemonic discourse functions as shown in Table 1.

Table 1 summarizes the coding scheme.

Code Category Operational definition

PM Precision metrics Specific figures or percentages that create an impression of
factual exactness

MA Magnitude amplifiers Large absolute values used to emphasize scale or exceptional
magnitude

CS Comparative superiority Measured contrasts that rank one actor above another

HE Historical exceptionalism Numbers or quantified comparisons coupled with
unprecedented or record-breaking claims

TS Threat specifications Tariff levels or numeric punishments linked to non-
compliance

TU Temporal urgency Time-based quantities that intensify immediacy or accelerate
judgment

Since the article itself is interested in the rhetorical function, the items coded are not analyzed as proven signs of
economic reality. Certain assertions might be refutable, inflated, or positioned. It is not a weakness of discourse analysis
that it is uncertain; it is an aspect of the object of study. Meanwhile, the article does not assert a statistical generalizability.
The quantitative frequencies below are descriptive counts in a single limited corpus, not the measures of the entire Trump
rhetoric on a population level.

4. Results and Analysis
4.1 Distribution of quantitative claims

According to the coded distribution, the measures of economic performance prevail in the beginning of the speech
whereas tariff specifications are concentrated in the later parts of the speech when Trump ceases self-praise and proceeds to
policy threat. This sequencing matters. The rhetoric initially creates numerical credibility and subsequently creates the
credibility to be applied later to support coercive proposals as shown in Table 2.

Table 2 summarizes the coded distribution.

Category Count Share of coded Primary discourse function
claims
Economic performance metrics 31 35.6% Construct exceptional success and

managerial authority
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Comparative rankings and 18 20.7% Rank actors and intensify superiority
superlatives

Temporal markers 14 16.1% Compress time and dramatize speed of
change

Tariff and trade threats 12 13.8% Specify punishments and conditions of
compliance

Military and security metrics 8 9.2% Extend quantitative authority into

security talk
Geopolitical claims 4 4.6% Generalize urgency and global relevance

The average density of coded claims is about 5.95 per 1000 words. The most saturated with the quantification is the
first economic part, which shows that Trump gains a position of power by numbers and then shifts to a degradation and
tariff threats comparison. This tendency confirms that the numbers in the speech are not evenly distributed. They are also
strategically placed where legitimacy has to be established.

4.2 Quantification and exceptional performance narratives

The first major function of numerical discourse in the Davos address is to stage a narrative of exceptional national
performance, in line with work on the rhetorical uses of statistics in political debate (Wittenberg & Jackendoff, 2023). This
is achieved through the combination of precision, magnitude, and evaluative intensification, echoing findings that numerical
expressions acquire connotative and symbolic force in political communication (Djaxangirovna, 2025). For example, when
Trump states that “core inflation has been just 1.6 percent,” “fourth-quarter growth is projected to be 5.4 percent,” and the
stock market has set “52 all-time high records,” the figures do more than enumerate economic conditions. The use of the
adverb "just" makes inflation minimal, the use of precise values makes managerial control, and the transition to a percentage
to the "value of 9 trillion" puts the achievement in perspective, creating what (An et al., 2023) call a competence-oriented
numerical ethos. The grouping of measures forms a discourse of measurement-based competence.

Linguistically, these sequences rely on intensification and accumulation, comparable to evaluative clustering in
Trump’s State of the Union economic discourse (Ziems et al., 2024) and to broader patterns of affective intensification in
political and journalistic texts (Djaxangirovna, 2025). Specific numbers are also juxtaposed with verbs like "booming,
surging, and soaring", which are not quantitative in nature but attitudinal amplifiers, just like in the case of quantitative
phrases and positive attitudinal resources described in the analyses of Trump rhetoric mentioned above (Ziems et al., 2024).
The outcome is a compound register whereby numbers hold the sentence and the affective verbs bring it to life. This tendency
is the key point of the paper and echoes the studies that demonstrate that quantification is more convincing when it is
represented in evaluative or metaphorical frames (Michael Billig, 2021). Quantification is not a solitary activity; it gets
persuasive power through being integrated into an evaluative syntax that indicates the expansion, pace, and exceptionalism
(Brosseau, 2024; Wittenberg & Jackendoff, 2023).

A similar process is the compression of time. The phrases of "after 12 months back in the White House", "over the past
three months", and after just one year of my policies, decrease the time frame within which success is reported to have taken
place, which is consistent with the literature on temporality as a crucial manipulative resource in contemporary political
speech (Semeniako, 2025) and on evaluative mechanisms based on tense in Trump economic rhetoric (Ziems et al., 2024).
The reduced time span enables the achievement to be more dramatic as it implies quick change as opposed to gradual
structural change. Temporal markers thus serve not only as a chronology but rhetorical accelerators that transform the
political change into a spectacle of executive efficiency (Zhang, 2024).

This performance is further enhanced by historical exceptionalism in the speech “the fastest and most dramatic
economic turnaround in our country’s history”. The assertions of the quickest and most dramatic economic turnaround in
the history of our country and that has never been done by any country at any time put current performance in an
incomparable level, which solidifies a larger trend of American exceptionalism and maximalist self-representation in the
rhetoric of Trump (Brosseau, 2024). In this case, quantified statements are combined with superlatives and universal scope,
which is similar to the results of mobilizing round and large numbers to represent qualitative success and dividing reality
into symbolic thresholds (M. Billig, 2021). The argument is not that performance is good, it is that it is unprecedented,
incomparable, and thus politically irresponsible. Historical exceptionalism, in discourse terms, seals off the space of
argument by framing present claims as not amenable to normal policy discussion, as the larger ability of numerical and
temporal framing to limit other possible interpretations in political discourse (Wittenberg & Jackendoff, 2023).
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4.3 Quantified polarization and self-other positioning

The combination of your study findings with available literature on scientific writing and mixed methods reveals the
relevance of sequential and coherent presentation in manuscripts. Your method of organizing results and discussion into
logical sequence where it follows the research questions and methods corresponds with the current recommendations
supporting the idea of a strong correspondence between sections as a way to improve the comprehension of the readers and
the sense of readability in the narrative (Marmotti et al., 2020; Shankar & Arun, 2022). This chronological organization
facilitates the efficient expression of complex information by means of connecting quantitative and qualitative outcomes as
shown in mixed methods research involving collective presentation and story incorporation that goes past the individual
findings (McCrudden & McTigue, 2019; Skamagki et al., 2024).

Additionally, the contrastive paragraphs that are constructed in a building fashion can be viewed as the best practices
in scientific reporting, as the results section should include objective data and interpretation should be left to the discussion
section that provides the background of the findings in terms of theoretical and empirical concepts (Cals & Kotz, 2013; Kotz
& Cals, 2013). This division provides clarity and eliminates any redundancy so that the reader can trace the flow of raw data
to significant conclusions. The focus of your study on combining the results by means of a stepwise process, i.e., constructing
joint displays, connecting activities, forming relationships, and interpreting results are similar to the suggested approach of
explanatory sequential mixed methods designs that enable a thorough interpretation (McCrudden & McTigue, 2019;
Skamagki et al., 2024).

Furthermore, your systematic paragraph structure follows the suggestions of writing scientific manuscripts which
suggest starting with materials and methods, then continuing to results and discussion, and then writing the introduction and
abstract. This bookend approach is effective in beginning the study, by first describing what was done and discovered, then
interpreting its meaning (Marmotti et al., 2020; Sefcik et al., 2024). This can help in not only helping the authors structure
their work, but also improve the impact of the manuscript through a clear articulation of the contribution to existing
knowledge and limitations and future directions, which is necessary to be made (Cals & Kotz, 2013; Sefcik et al., 2024).
Overall, the integration strategy of your study represents a good example of best practices in writing a scientific work as it
guarantees the presence of a coherent narrative flow between research questions, methods, results, and interpretation. This
compliant stance with mixed methods integration strategies and manuscript structuring policies empowers clarity and
credibility of research communication. Irrespective of these constraints, the case can be analytically useful in making a clear
demonstration of how numerical discourse can be utilized to reinforce coercive policy talk.

4.4 From numeric authority to tariff coercion

The third and the most important purpose of quantification in the Trump speech is that quantification turns into an
economic coercion, where tariffs are not talked of as a random imposition, but as a correction through numbers. This
rhetorical progression first constructs American power by quantifying performance followed by the measured imbalance or
injustice and finally proposes tariffs as equal responses, hence, transforming coercion into fairness sense by the rhetorical
rules of reciprocity. India charges us 100, we charges them 100, is a form of parallel syntax, succeeded by the repetition of
numbers, to convert tariff escalation into an appearance of equilibrium, to moralize tariffs, rather than being a crime against
them. This shift of descriptive to prescriptive quantification does turn the numbers of deficit into prescripts on coercive
economic measures, and does destroy the difference between quantifying reality and authorizing other individuals.

Economic literature demonstrates that the impact of such tariff policies is in fact significant in reality: the 2018 U.S.
tariffs resulted in increased prices to the consumers and has disrupted supply chains, both at home and abroad, and the
retaliatory tariffs resulted in further reduction in real incomes in both the U.S. and the partner countries (Amiti et al., 2019;
Balistreri et al., 2018; Guo et al., 2018). Research also points out the benefits of reciprocal tariffs as a way of political ends
other than pure economic interest, which is usually represented as fairness or equity but is actually motivated by nationalist
and electoral interests that increase trade tensions and challenges multilateral trade standards (Balistreri, 2025; Mollah, 2025;
Siriopoulos et al., 2026). The case of India shows that the early impacts of reciprocal tariffs are a friction that may result in
strategic economic adjustments and resiliency in the affected industries (Kurtkoti). By doing so, Trumpian rhetoric of
quantification to support her argument on the advantage of tariffs is a subset of broader trends in which quantification is
applied to justify coercive trade policies with complex economic and political effects at the international level as shown in
table 3.

Table 3 summarizes the coding scheme.

Representative excerpt Primary code Dominant discourse function

“52 all-time high records ... adding $9 trillion in value” PM /MA Projects factual precision and
large-scale success
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“after just one year of my policies” TU Compresses time and attributes
rapid success to executive agency

“less than $1 trillion” versus “$18 trillion” CS Creates partisan hierarchy through
numerical contrast

“never been done by any country at any time” HE Converts performance into
universal exceptionalism

“50 percent tariff ... would certainly be in order” TS Frames punishment as
proportionate and justified

“India charges us 100, we charge them 100” TS/CS Uses symmetry to reframe coercion
as reciprocity

5. Discussion

The discussion sustains three general assertions regarding modern day political communication. To begin with,
quantification in elite speech is not to be taken as support by evidence. Numbers serve as political style and they generate
rhythm, intensity, and hierarchy in the Davos address. The speech constantly switches between precise values and broad
evaluative terms, indicating that the power of persuasion of quantification is partially rooted in its incorporation into the
discourse of the affective and confrontational. This is in line with studies that have illustrated how statistics in political
discourse have been a rhetorical tool that is constructed with tropes such as framing and enthymeme, which has rendered
numbers into dispute and strategically compelling instead of being exceptionally objective 1.

Second, the article explains the connection between quantification and polarization. Polarization has been much
discussed in the literature in the context of sentiment, hostility or ideological clustering (Ash et al., 2021; Fulay & Roy,
2023; Muiioz et al., 2024; Yarchi et al., 2024), although this case demonstrates that numbers can also be polarizing
instruments, in the sense that they can convert judgments that are contestable into measurable opposites. An example is that
the statement of (Wang, 2025) trillion is narrowed down to less than 1 trillion compressing a story of leadership, failure and
partisan legitimacy. Quantification, then, serves to make polarization seem reasonable, instead of just emotional, in line with
the results that suggest that data rhetoric justifies ideological differences by factoring in information in partisan accounts
(Darian et al., 2023).

Third, the article builds on the studies of economic coercion by demonstrating that the rhetoric of tariff threats is
normalized using numerical symmetry. The tariffs suggested by Trump are presented not as one-sided aggression but as
equal measures; the rhetoric of reciprocity softens the outlook of punishment, but only increases pressure. This is echoed by
the work of scholars interested in the legitimization of political logics and policy practices through quantification, claiming
that it instills normative aspects to so-called neutral measurements (Glynos & Voutyras, 2022). The Davos environment also
introduces a significant layer: this speech is delivered to an international elite, but it should still be understandable by
domestic followers, as well as by the media of other countries. Numbers are a cross-audience tool that indicates expertise to
business elites, vindication to domestic audiences and warning to foreign states at once, they can represent communication
strategies in which elite speeches are customized to meet the needs of multiple audiences (Amsalem, 2019).

Concurrently, the study has evident drawbacks: it examines an individual speech and not an entire presidency; it uses a
manual and interpretive coding; descriptive frequencies visualize the internal distribution but do not demonstrate the
persuasive causal effects. Such restrictions are standard in qualitative rhetorical research but imply that future studies can
compare Davos to campaign speeches or trade-policy statements by other leaders to determine whether the conversion of
metrics to warrant is present elsewhere (Blumenau & Lauderdale, 2024) (Vis & Stolwijk, 2021). Irrespective of these
constraints, the case is analytically useful in being explicitly demonstrative of the power of numerical discourse in
authorizing coercive policy talk.

6. Conclusion

The quantification proposed in the 2026 speech at Davos has been proposed by this paper to be utilized by Trump in
three overlapping ways: the quantification of extraordinary performance, the polarization of ideological and geopolitical
views, and the justification of coercive measures by the use of tariffs. The quantitative utterances of the speech are not
objective facts. They are structured as discourse resources that bring authority to a standstill, position actors and moralize
punishment. The first sections of the speech are concerned with performance indicators and time reduction to introduce a
rapid turnaround in the economy. Later on, these powers are transferred to the trade deficits, mutual tariff arguments, and
conditional punishment. The result is a rational rhetorical sequence of quantification to blackmail.

The more general meaning of it is that the application of numbers in political speech should not only be considered
concerning its accuracy but also concerning its intention. The adoption of quantitative language in superlatives, deictic
oppositions and reciprocal threat formulae may assist in naturalizing punitive policy decisions even though they maintain
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the pretense of rationality. It is this process that is captured in Davos address in a very peculiar manner. It shows how the
force of actions may be mobilized to make economic story telling a language of coercive legitimacy.
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