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ABSTRACT

This study presents a comparative analysis of the concept of sacred kingship in early Mesopotamia (Ur Il Dynasty) and
early ancient India, with a focus on the political, ideological, and institutional foundations through which royal authority
was sacralised. The study argues that divine or sacred kingship emerged as a strategic response to the pressures of early
state formation, particularly the need to centralise authority, integrate diverse populations, and legitimise expanding
territorial control. In the Ur IIl context, the deification of the king—especially King Sulgi—functioned as a clearly
defined political instrument embedded within integrated administrative, ritual, and textual systems. Royal divinity was
actively constructed through inscriptions, hymnic literature (royal praise compositions), ritual practices, and state -

sponsored festivals, which reinforced centralised rule while remaining structurally vulnerable to political instability.

In contrast, early Indian political traditions did not generally adopt the deification of the ruler. Instead, kingship was
embedded within a normative and cosmological framework based on the concept of Dharma, which defined royal
legitimacy in ethical rather than ontological or metaphysical terms. This system led to the distribution of sacred authority
across ritual specialists and broader ideological structures, rather than concentrating it exclusively in the person of the
king. As aresult, Indian models of kingship demonstrated greater ideological flexibility and longer historical continuity.
By comparing these two civilizational trajectories, the study demonstrates that sacred kingship was not a uniform
phenomenon but a context-dependent political response shaped by local religious traditions and differing state structures.
The Mesopotamian model highlights the centralisation of sacral authority and its integration with administrative power,
whereas the Indian model emphasises moral governance and institutional adaptability. Together, these models provide a
broader theoretical framework for understanding the relationship between political authority and the sacred in early

complex societies.
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