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ABSTRACT

The representation of identity has gained significant prominence in the contemporary Palestinian novel,
after the violent trauma suffered by the Palestinian people due to the occupation of their land, and the
ensuing campaigns of displacement, dispersion, and uprooting, and the declaration of the State of Israel on
their land in 1948. The contemporary Palestinian novel's involvement in a counter-writing strategy against
the colonizer, as part of postcolonial literature that sought to re-represent the self and the other in a manner
opposite to their representations in the colonial narrative. To represent the pure identity, some
contemporary postcolonial Palestinian novels depict vast areas of Palestinian land planted with fruitful,
perennial trees, especially olive and Jaffa orange trees. Describing their cultivation serves as one of the
strongest pieces of evidence that deconstructs and undermines the claim of a land without a people for a
people without a land, confirming the existence of the Palestinian people on their land, In addition novels
chose to represent a hybrid identity after finding in “integration” another strategy of the counter-narrative to
the colonial narrative, as in the novel (Badlat Ingliziyyah wa Bagarat Yahudiyyah — An English Suit and a
Jewish Cow) by Suad Amiry. in line with the proposals of Edward Saeed and Homi Bhabha. This is
enacted through several practices, starting with marriage between the colonizer and the colonized sexes,
passing through adopting, protecting, and caring for children, and culminating in conversion to their
religion and burial in their cemeteries.
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