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ABSTRACT

Abbasid architecture in Baghdad represents the pinnacle of Islamic architectural development, showcasing
the genius of Islamic engineering at its highest level. This architecture was based on a comprehensive
aesthetic philosophy that combined religious and educational functions with artistic and symbolic values.
Abbasid mosques were distinguished by their spacious designs, featuring open central courtyards
surrounded by shaded arcades, while madrasas were characterized by their precise functional planning,
fulfilling all the requirements of the educational process and student accommodation. Structurally, Abbasid
architects devised advanced engineering solutions, such as the use of pointed arches and intersecting vaults,
which enabled them to cover vast areas without the need for central supports, thus giving the buildings
exceptional strength.

Aesthetically, artists excelled in executing intricate stucco decorations that combined precise geometric
shapes with harmonious Arabic calligraphy, while avoiding animal and human representation in
accordance with Islamic guidelines. The study revealed several distinctive aspects of this architecture, most
notably the unique integration of function and beauty, advanced structural innovations, the unique
decorative system, and the broad cultural influence that extended for centuries afterward. The scientific
importance of this study lies in the fact that it sheds light on a golden stage in the history of Islamic
architecture, and reveals architectural solutions that still inspire admiration for their concept and
implementation. It also highlights how Muslim architects were able to transform functional requirements
into fine works of art that combine spirituality and beauty, and originality and innovation

Keywords: Abbasid architecture «mosques and madrasas <aesthetic analysis <historic Baghdad «

Islamic architectural heritage.
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