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Cultural Patterns in the Novel Al-Sabiliyat by Ismail Fahd
Ismail: A Reading in the Light of Cultural Criticism

Abstract
Whoever reads the novel Al-Sabiliyat by the novelist

Ismail Fahd Ismail In the light of literary criticism might
initially think that the novel supports women and contributes
to producing a positive image of them contrary to the negative
portrayal in patriarchal culture by assigning them the role of
reviving the village of Al-Sabiliyat in southern Iraq after it
was destroyed by the Iran-lIrag war. Yet, a rereading of the
novel in light of cultural criticism reveals cultural patterns
that subtly slipped beneath its surface conveying implicit
meanings that reinforce the pattern of deficiency, dependence,
helplessness and misguidance through Umm Qasim’s
insistence on imitating men as she is portrayed as lacking
intellect and being the weaker and inferior creature trying to
catch up with the stronger one.

Everything Umm Qasim did was not from her own
will or planning or thought. Rather, she followed the
instructions and guidance of her husband Abu Qasim who
became the absent present figure in her life through his
repeated visits in her dreams eventually solidifying Umm
Qasim’s character as a model of femininity in patriarchal
culture which views women as perpetually waiting for men to

tell them what to do and to give their lives meaning.
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