LARK e , L . , E-ISSN 2663-5836
bty Lark Journal of Philosophy, Linguistics, and Social Sciences p_ssN 1999-5601

Journal homepage: https://lark.uowasit.edu.iq Original Research

Vol. 18 No. 1 Junuary2026, pp.222-237-
https://doi.org/10.31185/lark.4628

The Segmental Shift of the Phenomenon of Spatial Metathesis: A Phonological-Morphological
Study
Asst. Lect Suaad Abbas Sayyid
College of Basic Education/Department of Arabic Language, University of Maysan
Suaad.abbas@uomisan.edu.iq

Received Jul.1, 2025 RevisedOct.23, 2025 Accepted Oct 28, 2025 Online Jun.1, 2026

ABSTRACT

It is a general linguistic phenomenon among human languages. Sometimes, during our Arabic
pronunciation process, we need to advance some letters and delay others, contrary to the original or known
forms. This phenomenon represents an aspect of its self-ability to exchange the sounds of a single word.
Spatial reversal is one of the phenomena that linguists have observed in their linguistic heritage—they have
prepared numerous models and examples. In recent studies, most linguists have tended to believe that the
spatial reversal in the word is a phonetic device to save muscular effort, a characteristic of Arabic due to its
desire for ease and simplicity. It works on the principle of rearranging the letters of a word by placing some
before others. The priority of the current study was to examine its syllabics and to show the
transformational occurrence of cross-syllable in it. This represents a change in the quality of the syllable in
the reversal from what it was initially, since the syllable is the smallest sound unit that can be pronounced.
The speaker can move from one part of a word to another where the researcher needs to divide the
connected speech into phonetic segments, in which the structure of speech in a language is sometimes built
known.
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