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The Mask and Its Techniques in the Poetry of
Yusuf Al-Sa'igh: The Collection of Confessions of
Malik Ibn Al-Rayb (1973) as a Model

ABSTRACT

The mask in the poems of Yusuf Al-Sa'igh constitutes a distinctive
hallmark in terms of employment and significance. He excelled in the use
of the mask, showcasing his literary and artistic prowess in his grand
literary and artistic works. To the extent that the mask itself became, for
Al-Sa'igh, a substantive equivalent to the issues and opinions he raised. It
became an outlet for his inner thoughts and concerns, diligently expressed
through his refined artistic and literary taste, as well as his delicate critical
sense. This enabled him to create metaphorical characters and narratives
that had a significant impact on the emotions and intellect of the recipient,
hidden beneath these masks that provided him with a means to express his
stances on the issues that occupied his mind or were addressed through
specific events that triggered his creative impulses. The mask possessed a
distinct advantage and a prominent feature in his poems, adding creativity,
skill, and innovation to his poetry. The experiential approach of Al-
Sa'igh's mask concept led to the construction of a discourse embodying the
thematic dramatic inclination, breaking away from the monotony of
traditional lyrical poetry, which no longer represented the reality of
contemporary life, its demands, and its intellectual domains. The poet
adopted the mask as a symbolic model supported by three pillars: the
metaphorical persona, the poet, and the intention. Therefore, in this
research paper, we aim to explore the manifestations of the poetic mask in
Al-Sa'igh's poetry and delve into its texts to uncover its profound
meanings and implications, seeking to unveil the hidden aspects revealed
by the discourse of the mask. Through documenting his confessions, as
found in his collection "Confessions of Malik Ibn Al-Rayb" (1973), we
will reveal the technique of the mask in these poems, how it was
employed, and how he benefited from it. This will be accomplished by
examining selected examples of his poems and analyzing them.
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