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Nasser, expressing hope US-Nasser relations would improve; and
likewise stated that if US could contribute to rapid and just solution of
Palestine refugee problem this would do more than anything to im-
prove US relations with “50 million Arabs”.

Rashid Karami told me this morning country is rapidly retuming
to a peace-time basis. His reports from Tripoli, Saida, Tyre and Bekaa
all confirmed that security situation is calm. Like his colleagues, he
expressed optimism and pleased surprise at almost magical change in
atmosphere of Beirut.

Conversation with Raymond Edde is reported Embassy telegram
1980.* In addition, he is arranging for various elements of our official
family to deal on a working level with opposite numbers in various
ministries in order to prevent clogging at top of such over-burdened
ministers as Rashid Karami who has lmpnrlanl portfolios of Defense,
Finance and E ic Affairs in additi

Pierre Gemayel tells me he thinks tomorrow’s vote of confidence
in Parliament will be almost unanimous, * with possible abstention or
negative vote of solitary PPS deputy. Gemyel satd practically every
leader of Moslem opp had d him to ex-
press congratulations and good w:shes for suct’ess of new government.
Somewhat to his surprise, Gemayel said he seemed popular hero in
the Basta.

Uniformly 1 found among new ministers a repeated request for US
moral support. They seemed more interested in this type of backing
than in more concrete manifestations of aid; but I do not doubt that
requests for financial and economic assistance will be forthcoming.

McClintock

* Telegram 1980 from Beirut, October 16, teported on a conversation among
McClintock, Chehab, and Edde conceming the security situation in Lebanon,
McClintock noted that both men gave evidenoe of “renewed vim and determination” to
restore Lebanon to normal within a matter of days, (Department of State, Central Files,
THIA00/10-1658; included in the microfiche supplement)

*In telegram 1992 from Beirut, October 17, the Embass: that the new
Karame cabinet received a unanimous vote of confidence in Farliament that morming.
(Department of State, Central Files, 783A.13,/10-1758)
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The Council also discussed “U.5. Policy Toward the Near East” at
the meeting. The record of this discussion is scheduled for publication
in velume XII.

356, Telegram From the Embassy in Lebanon to the Department
of State’

Beirut, October 16, 1958—5 p.m.

1983. Since formation of new government reported Embassy tele-
gram 1966 1 have made separate calls on President Chehab and on
each of the new ministers.

Recalling prediction he had made as outlined last paragraph Em-
bassy telegram 1931,* Chehab said on Saturday night he had given
Moslem opposition an ultimatum that if they did not consent to some
reasonable solution of crisis he would resign as President of Lebanon.
Chehab intimated he had been equally firm with Christian Loyalists.
He expressed great vexation at attitude of Jumblat and spoke with
some irony of Druze chieftain’s pretension to be a spiritual leader,
whereas in reality all he wanted was a ministerial portiolio for himself,
Chehab said final compromise reached at one a.m. yesterday excluded
many confessional factions but did give justice to main division of
Lebanon between Islam and Christianity. He was optimistic that new
government would be able to get on with its job.

Foreign Minister Hussein Oueini {who was visibly pleased that
US Ambassador was first of diplomatic corps to call on him) was
exceedingly cordial and made pleasant sounds of his willingness to
settle any problems which might come up between Lebanon and US
on a basis of trust and friendship. He did, however, put in a plug for

! Spurce: Department of State, Central Files, TEIA00,/10-1658. Secret. Repeated to
Amman, Ankara, Baghdad, Cairo, Damascus, Jidda, London, Paris, Rome, Tel Aviv, and
USUN.

Pln telegram 1966 from Beirut, October 15, the Embassy reported that Chehab had
formed & new cabinet consisting of Rashid Karame as Priee Minkster, and Mindster of
Defense, Finance, Economy, and Information; Hussein Ouednl as Minister of Forelgn
Affairs, Justice, and Planning: Raymond Edde as Minister of Interior and Social Affairs;
and Plerre Cemayel as Minister of Public Works, Education, Agriculture, and Health.
Karamne and Oueinl were Sunni Moslems and Gemayel and Edde were Maronite Chris-
tans. Following the announcement of the establishment of the cabinet, the Phalange
issued a statement calling off their strike, and an Impending trade union strike was also
cancelled. The Embassy reported that the cabinet was being popularly referred to in
Lebanon as the ““cabinet of salvation.” (Tkid, 783A.00,/10-1558)
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152.  Telegram From the Embassy in Lebanon to the Department
of State!

Beirut, July 17, 1958—6 p.m.

463. Chamoun asked me to call this moming for a general review
of situation. In particular he was anxious to know reactions of General
Chehab to yesterday’s events. I said I thought on basis of our visit with
him yesterday afternoon, reported Embtel 433, General was sincerely
if reluctantly ready to cooperate with Admiral Holloway. 1 regretted I
could not say the same for Chehab's staff.

President said he was deeply disturbed at evidence of treason in
Chehab's headquarters. He said he had tried twice to reach me yester-
day when [ was absent from Chancery in arranging for entry of Marine
column (Embtels 428 and 433), to say staff had ordered men, tanks
and guns from two areas to deploy against American column. These
deseﬂed sectors had promptly been occupled by rebel forces.

said he was d i to order Chehab to remove
dnsluyal officers including Colonels Tewfick Salem, Abdel Kader
Chehab, Youssef Chemaiet and Jamil Lahoud, Major Saab and Cap-
tain Genadry.
Comment: We have been through this exercise before. Each time
Chamoun for lack of power has not been in a position to make his
orders stick. This moming he seemed obviously to be looking for
American assistance, but | told him in my judgment it was politically
imperative for Lebanon military house-cleaning to be done by Leba-
nese themselves,

MeClintock
' Source: Department of State, Central Files, 783A.00/7-1758. Top Secret. Repeated
to London and Paris.
! See footnote 4, Document 147,
! Document 147
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seven days in his house and the pn-semf cF the Umlrd States forces
had not any change in the -G 1 Chehab
asserted that divisions of opinion amungsl hus own personnel made
action against the rebels impossible. Mr. Murphy felt therefore that a
political solution was essential and that the election of a new President
would ease the tension. The United States forces could then leave,
1 ing that their mission had been 1. Unless some solution
could be rapidly devised such sobering effect as the military action had
achieved would speedily be dissipated. Lord Hood suggested that this
provided an argument for a meeting with the Russians im that Mr.
Khrushchev might be brought to agree to tell Nasser to bring insurgent
activity in Lebanon to an end. The Secretary agreed that a political
solution was needed which might be found through United Mations
resolution creating a separate and independent status for Lebanon.
making it a ward of the United MNations and keeping it out of the
United Arab Republic, but this would take longer than putting in a
United Mations force.

[Here follows discussion of the Persian Gulf, Iran, and Sudan.]

;unﬁm—Mr Lioyd referred to the request made by King Hussein
for help in restoring the Arab Union by the movement of Jordanian
forces into Iraq. He asked whether the Secretary believed that the
position in Iraq was beyond redemption. The Secretary confirmed that
this was his belief and said that he thought hints being given in
Baghdad of Iraqi readiness for friendship with the West were part of a
facade intended to deceive the West. Sir William Hayter said that he
thought King Hussein’'s proposal was made for the record and was not
to be taken seriously. It was agreed that the same objections to any
action by Jordan applied as in the case of the Turks and that King
Hussein must be firmly discouraged from taking action by the same
arguments.

Soviet Proposal for Summit Meeting—This was further discussed.
The Secretary referred to the agreement which had just been reached
between the American Red Cross and the East German Red Cross for
the release of the American crew of a helicopter which had come
down in East Germany a month ago. He considered this to be signifi-
cant and that it was probably timed to coincide with Khrushchev's
proposal for a meeting. Mr. Lloyd suggested that there might be some
merit in a meeting with the Russians, although not on their terms, and
on the basis that there was no question of intervention to restore the
position in Irag. The tion that the meeting should be composed
of the United States, United Kingdom, France, India and Russia was
advantageous in that it was a movement away from the claim for
parity. A meeting would give us an oppeortunity to tell the Russians
directly where we stood and the risks they would face if they did not
respect our position and our interests. The real danger of the situation

Background to the Crisis in Lebanon 9

201. of a Telep C

President and the Secretary of State, Washington, July 19,

1958, 4:57 p.m. !

TELEFHONE CALL TO THE PRESIDENT

The Sec said the 9 prisoners are released.® He told re the message
from Khrushchev.’ The premise is we are committing aggression. We
have not received the full text as yet. The Sec’s reaction is negative—
he thinks it is a propaganda stunt but we will study it. The Sec had a
talk with Malik, * They are kind of anxious to drag us into this thing in
a bigger way—the Sec told him we are not going to do it. We are there
for one purpose—the integrity and independence of Lebanon—if that
is taken care of then we leave etc. He is seeing the Yugoslav at 5% and
then Lloyd at 5:30. He will talk with Lloyd about the message from K
and see what his reaction is—and let the Pres know later on.

' Source: Eisenhower Library, Dulles Papers, White House Telephone Conversa-
tons. Transeribed in the *s office by Phyllis D Bernau.,

¥ Apparent reference to |n: release of a US. helicopter crew which had been held
for a month im East German;

3 Reference s to the | Chargt of the Yugoslav Embassy; the conversation is summa-
rized infra.

202, M dum of a C ion, British
Washington, July 19, 1958, 6 p.m."
SUBJECT
Foreign Secretary Lloyd’s Visit
PARTICIPANTS
United States United Kingdom
Secretary Dulles Foreign Secrstary Lloyd
Under Secretary Herter Sir William Hayter, Foreign Office
Frederick Reinhardt Lerd Hood
M. Jackling
Mr. Laskey
Mr. Logan

Source; Department of State, Central Files, 033.4111/7-1958, Top Secret. Drafted
lﬂy'lﬂnluld

1 gave assurances outlined paragraph 4 Deptel 3000.* Malik said
he had received similar assurances from Secretary, Under Secretary
and Loy Henderson but question was how and when. I replied formal
degree of our aid in meeting subversion would depend on nature of
threat and practical suggestions from GOL as to what form our assist-
ance should take. I said surely neither he nor Chamoun wanted US to
land a regimental combat team which would give substance to charge
by opposition that Chamoun was an American puppet. | hoped there-
fore any requests for help would be tailored to meet need and based
on practicality.

Comment—Lebanon leaders have wind up but I think their secu-
Tity forces can handle situation.

McClintock

*Not found.

6. Letter From the Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense for
International Security Affairs (Irwin) to the Deputy Under
Secretary of State for Political Affairs (Murphy)®

Washington, February 6, 1958,

DEeAR Mr. MurrHy: On 8 November 1957, the Secretary of State,
in a memorandum for the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, * requested
that the Joint Chiefs of Staff prepare, on an urgent basis, a plan for
possible combined U.5.-U.K. military intervention in event of an im-
minent or actual coup d'etat in Jordan and/or Lebanon.

Such a plan has been prepared by representatives of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff and the British Chiefs of Staff. It has been reviewed by
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and found to be a suitable basis for the
conduct of detailed operational planning. The Joint Chiefs of Staff
consider, . that the i of !hks
information to the level at which dinated
would be conducted might compromise the plan and ;mpud:z;: the
U.S. position both in the United Nations and with the remainder of
the Arab World, Accordingly, they consider that coordinated
U.5.-U K. operational planning should not be conducted at this time.

! Spurce: Department of State, Central Files, 785.00/2-658. Top Secret.
* Mot found.
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4. Editorial Note

On January 24, President Eisenhower approved NSC 5801/1,
“Long-Range U.S. Policy Toward the Near East,” which had been
adopted by the National Security Council on Jahuary 22. NSC 5801,/1
contained a paragraph which outlined U.5. policy toward Lebanon:

“Lebanon

“51. Provide Lebanon with political support, and with milit
assistance for internal security I;ou.t't:x."ses. muce grant ecmo:u‘:{
assistance as feasible and emphasize Lebanon's capacity to borrow
from international Iendi:s institutions for purposes cr:oonomic devel-

ment. Stress within and outside Lebanon the theme of Lebanon as a
highly successful experiment in which mnydpea les of diverse reli-
gion and culture work together amicably and effectively for the ad-
vancement of their country.” (Department of State, 5/5-NSC Files:
Lot 63 D 351, 5801 Memoranda)

For the text of NSC 58011, see the Middle East regional compila-
tion in volume XII.

5. Telegram From the Embassy in Lebanon to the Department
of State'

Beirut, January 30, 1956—7 p.m.

2573. Foreign Minister asked me to see him this evening. He said
President Chamoun had requested him to inform me that peril of
subversion in Lebanon was immediate® although government hoped
tonight's session of Parliament would not set off rioting and had every
assurance it would win vote of confidence, security were on alert and
leaves had been cancelled for weekend. Malik and Chamoun had
agreed it would be comforting if some elements of Sixth Fleet might be
moved to eastern Mediterranean in readiness although they did not
desire ships at Beirut itself, Malik seemed pleasantly surprised when 1
told him two British vessels, a destroyer and minesweeper, are due to
arrive Beirut tomorrow from Cyprus on 3-day visit.

' Source: Department of State, Central Files, 783A.00,/1-3058. Secret; Pricrity. Re-
peated to Damascus, Parls, Londen, Cairo, Amman, Baghdad, and [idda.

* The Chamoun government was concerned about the impact on the Moslem popu-
lation of Lebanon of the impending establishment of the United Arab Republic. The
union of Egypt and Syria was proclaimed on February 1.
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