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nder the patronage of the Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research, Dr. Halo Al-Askari, and
under the supervision of the President of the University of Wasit, Prof. Dr. Abbas Lufta Al-Aqgabi, and
chaired by the Dean of the College of Arts, Prof. Dr. Saad Dahis Nasser Al-Hasani, the College of Arts held
its 10th International Scientific Conference under the theme "Human Studies and the Horizons of Digital
Transformation," in collaboration with Lark Journal of Philosophy, Linguistics, and Human Sciences. The
conference featured a blended scientific participation combining both in-person and online attendance, with
notable engagement from researchers inside and outside Iraq, including 150 scientific papers from across
Iraq and abroad, reflecting the scale of academic interaction and the breadth of international participation.
The conference aimed to establish a systematic academic framework for studying digital transformation in
the humanities, outlining its epistemological foundations and applied approaches in fields such as applied
philosophy, translation, social sciences, literature, languages, media, and public relations, thereby
contributing to the development of scientific research and enhancing cognitive integration in line with the
requirements of digital transformation in human studies. It also discussed mechanisms for employing modem
technologies to advance scientific research, strengthen the integration of human knowledge and technology
to meet contemporary demands, support scientific research, and expand the horizons of academic
cooperation.

Keywords: digitization, humanities, technology.
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Social Threats of Artificial Intelligence on Society: An Analytical Study
Prof. Dr. Ahmed Yassin!, Asst. Prof. Dr. Ahmed Khudhair Hussein?, Asst. Prof. Dr. Amal Atiwi Abbas3
Department of Sociology, College of Arts, University of Wasit
Department of Sociology, College of Arts, University of Wasit
Department of Geography, College of Education for Human Sciences, University of Wasit
gl1207@uowasit.edu.iq

Abstract

This research addresses the analysis of social threats posed by Artificial Intelligence (Al) to society by
examining its dimensions, features, and characteristics, as well as its advantages. The study employs a descriptive
approach to demonstrate the impact of Al-related social threats on community members. It further aims to
understand Al's attributes, highlight its benefits and drawbacks, and identify the resulting risks and threats.
Analytical tools were utilized to interpret the social impact of these threats within society, relying on qualitative
data aligned with the descriptive methodology. The research concludes that significant concerns exist regarding
personal privacy and national security, as cyberattacks can jeopardize national stability and political order.
Additionally, the rapid spread of fake news via Al applications may lead to addiction and social isolation. The
findings also indicate that Al can exacerbate gender inequality and bias, widen the gap between social classes,
and impact the labor market; while it creates new opportunities, it simultaneously leads to job displacement,
particularly in traditional sectors. Furthermore, Al technology induces psychological effects, including decreased
happiness and increased levels of stress, depression, and anxiety.
Keywords: Social Threats, Artificial Intelligence, Society
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From Andalusian Muwashah to the Shu'ubiyya
Tendency in the Poetry of Ibn Khatimah

Asst. Prof. Dr. Hakim Jassim Abdullah
University of Wasit / College of Arts
Department of Arabic Language
hakimgassim@gmail.com

Abstract

Andalusia provided a fertile environment for new artistic creativity, in which Andalusian poetic talent
transcended the forms of traditional Arabic poetry to create the "muwashah," characterized by multiple
rhymes, rhythmic patterns, and a close connection to song and music. While the muwashah, in its
essence, is an expression of luxury and innovation, the poetry of Ibn Khatima al-Ansari—who excelled
in this art during the Andalusian era—represents a creative model that combines structural innovation
with a return to roots in its themes. The Andalusian literary scene in its late period was a stage for the
cross-fertilization of civilizations, and Ibn Khatima emerged as a prominent figure of that era, renewing
the construction of the muwashah (in its complete and truncated forms) through the adoption of love
poetry, descriptions of nature, wine poetry, longing, and nostalgia. However, his poetry is not limited
to tenderness alone, but extends to include manifestations of cultural interaction that may be implicitly
interpreted as populist or local tendencies, as he evokes a longing for the Bedouin (the homeland of the
ancestors), which shows a contrast between the artistry of the Arabic muwashah and the new social
reality, highlighting a hidden “populism” that redefines identity in Andalusia.

Keywords: Muwashshah, Andalusian poetry, Shu'ubiyya, Ibn Khatima
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The Employment of Persuasive Techniques in Advertising Campaigns from an
Artistic Perspective: An Analytical Study of Advertising Campaigns in Wasit

Health Directorate
Asst. Prof. Dr. Hussam Hussein Abbas!, Lect. Dr. Dhah Talib Da’aj?
Al-Imam Al-Kadhim College (A.S.) — Wasit Departments
Al-Open Educational College / Diyala
lecwasit86@iku.edu.iq
Abstract:

Persuasive techniques constitute a fundamental component of contemporary advertising, given
their ability to influence audience attitudes, behaviors, and awareness toward various issues. This study
aims to examine the employment of persuasive techniques in the advertising campaigns conducted by
the Wasit Health Directorate and to identify their effectiveness in achieving communicative and health
awareness objectives, as well as the ethical responsibility associated with their use. The research
problem centers on determining the extent to which persuasive strategies are used and the factors that
affect their effectiveness and campaign success. The study adopts a descriptive analytical approach
using content analysis to examine a purposive sample of (23) campaigns issued by the Health Promotion
Division. The findings reveal a diversity of rational and emotional appeals that influenced audience
responses in line with campaign goals. The study recommends strengthening credibility and
diversifying persuasive strategies to enhance campaign effectiveness and ensure sustainable societal
impact

Keywords:Persuasion Techniques -Advertising Campaigns -Advertising Message
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The Burden of Little Things: Alienated Labour and Everyday Struggle

in Charles Bukowski’s Factotum
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Abstract

This paper examines Charles Bukowski’s Factotum (1975) as a powerful representation of the underside of
contemporary American life discussed through the lens of Dirty Realism which is concerned with the mundane
hardships like alcoholism and fractured intimacy. It criticizes capitalist labour, class inequality and social
exclusion through the portrayal of Henry Chinaski as a marginal working class subject who is defined by
precarious employment, alienated labour, instability and emotional exhaustion. The paper shows that Poverty
and instability are not a personal failure, but a result of the capitalist system itself . It further reveals that
Bukowski’s minimalist style, flat narration, episodic movement and refusal of closure are not mere stylistic
preferences, but rather deliberate “Dirty Realist” strategies that make visible the “low-rent tragedies” of lives not
worthy of dignity, security, and the promises of the American Dream. The study ultimately shows Dirty Realism
not merely as a mode of description, but a critical aesthetic which makes formally visible the buried violence of
capitalist modernity in its representation of alienated labour, fractured subjectivity and commodified human
relations.
Keywords : Dirty Realism; Marxism ; material deprivation; flat Narration ; alienated labour; fractured
subjectivity
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Introduction

As an aesthetic mode based on the representation of neglected lives, Dirty Realism renders the
mundane details of hardship, precarity, and the marginal lives of people in such ways as to expose the
deeper structures of class inequality and material deprivation under capitalism. From a Marxist point of
view, these details do not mean individual weakness and accident, but rather indicate the economic
pressures, exploitative labour relations and the systemic instability which govern everyday existence.
In this regard, marginalisation may be understood not as the result of individual failure or free choice,
but as the effect of ideological and material pressures that position subjects within structures beyond
their control. Such a view becomes especially relevant when social exclusion is linked to “deterministic
situations” and to the “external forces” that shape lived experience within oppressive systems (Al Jasim,
2025, 1292). Such a framework is particularly helpful in reading Charles Bukowski’s Factotum, a
novel which places social suffering not in an extraordinary catastrophe, but in the repetitious burdens
of life-work, poverty and survival.

Charles Bukowski (1920-94) occupies a unique place in modern American writing because his fiction
arises out of the material world he depicts. His work has been described as giving voice to the “small
truths of the poor, lonely, wretched, and angry” as well as centring the relation between “identity, human
existence, and work” in the context of postwar American life. Bukowski’s plain and “brutally honest”
style rejects embellishment in favour of the direct. Such features make Bukowski not a mere chronicler
of the underside of American life, but one of the most forceful literary witnesses to it. Published in
1975, Factotum is an autobiographical novel in which Charles Bukowski works some aspects of his
own life through the figure of Henry Chinaski. The novel follows Henry Chinaski in the 1940s as a
disaffected and emotionally exhausted man who moves around the United States, working different
jobs and living in different places. The titleitselfis revealing, as it suggests a person who “does it all”,
yet is just stuck in insecure and mind-numbing labour, and not elevated by work or skill. For this reason,
the novel has been interpreted as a bleak and unsentimental account of ordinary life from below even
its relation to the American Dream is fundamentally negative, since the narrative keeps exposing the
gap between the ideology of opportunity and the lived reality of drift, blocked advancement, and
exhausted endurance.

Dirty Realism offers an especially productive framework because it is interested in the “belly-side
of contemporary life,” in low-rent places, socially marginal lives, and the shattering of comforting
stories about success and belonging. For Bukowski, this aesthetic becomes inextricably bound up with
a Marxist intelligibility of labour and class. Work in the novel seems not as the way to reach dignity or
mobility, but as a mechanical survival means that drains the worker while making others wealthy. The
instability of work in the novel is not only outside the sphere of employment, but also comes to the
sphere of intimate relations in the novel, so that relationships in Factotum rarely seem stable, mutual,
or emotionally sustaining. Poverty and unequal access to money is a repeated weakening factor to
human bonds where affection is susceptible to dependency, imbalance and control rather than
reciprocity or trust. As a result, personal relations in the novel are wavy because they are created in the
conditions of deprivation, where care is often inseparable from the need and where economic power is
easy to get humiliated.

1. Dirty Realism as a Literary Movement

The term Dirty Realism entered literary discourse in 1983, when it was introduced by Bill Buford in
Granta 8. This issue was called Dirty Realism: The New Writing from America that attempted to identify
a new current of fiction emerging in the United States after the 1960s and to establish Dirty Realism as
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a literary formation and not a loose stylistic tendency (Lopez Hernandez P.6). Buford’s influential
description of it as ““a curious, dirty realism about the belly-side of contemporary life” describes both
its thematic and aesthetic concern with low-rent environments, disappointed routines, and socially
marginal lives. Rather than turning to heroic subjects, large historical statements or self-conscious
experimentalism, Dirty Realism concentrates on “local details,” “the nuances” and the ordinary
pressures of survival. Its realism, therefore, is not based simply on the representation of unpleasant
subject matter, but on insisting that the diminished and repetitive textures of everyday life are worthy
of serious literary attention. (Buford, 1983, p. 4). Linden Peach contends that the mode exposes the
falseness built into idealised images of family, society, and identity, and works against myth and
“monolithic narratives” that mask the distance from cultural fantasy and materially lived experience
(Peach, 1993, P. 66).

The major writers who are associated with Dirty Realism hold a major place in late twentieth century
American fiction. Buford lists Jayne Anne Phillips, Richard Ford, Raymond Carver, Elizabeth Tallent,
Frederick Barthelme, Bobbie Ann Mason, and Tobias Wolff as leading figures for this movement
(Buford, 1983, p. 3). What unites these writers is not complete uniformity of setting or theme, but a
shared commitment to reduced circumstances, commonplace lives and a “flat, ‘unsurprised’ language”
that is “stripped of adornment” (Buford, 1983, p. 5). Rebein, for example, further emphasises the
significance of Carver's work by connecting his work to the late twentieth century resurgence of realism
through constraint and long attention to commonplace experience ( Rebein, 2001,P.22-26). Within this
context, Bukowski doubles down on many of the concerns that are the hallmarks of Dirty Realism,
including degraded labour, poverty, drinking, exhaustion and damaged human relations. As
Hemmingson demonstrates, Bukowski’s fiction shows drinking not as pleasure or release, but as part
of a world that is defined by fear, loneliness, underpaid work, and emotional decay (Hemmingson,
2008, P. 42-45).

Although the term Dirty Realism did not appear in literary discourse until the early 1980s, some of
its formal and thematic roots can be traced to earlier developments in modern fiction. Cintia Santana
states that some critics propose J. D. Salinger’s The Catcher in the Rye (1951) as an important precursor
due to its colloquial language, urban dirtiness and concern with alienation - though it still maintains an
emotional optimism largely lost in later Dirty Realist writing (Santana, 2013 p. 91). A more immediate
intellectual precursor seems to be Roland Barthes’s The Pleasure of the Text (1973), in which the
pleasure of reading is associated with contradiction, disruption and the suspension of conventional
logic. These ideas later came into relevance in terms of Dirty Realism, especially in their preference for
incongruity, broken experience and resistance to literary consistency (Dobozy, 2002, p. 1).

The movement emerged more clearly during the late 1970s and early 1980s, when several American
writers began to push the postmodern experiment away from its excesses. Robert Rebein claims that by
this time literary postmodernism had become institutionally dominant, yet increasingly alienated from
lived experience, while a new realism began to develop in reaction to that exhaustion (Rebein, 2001, p.
2). This shift did not mean a naive return to realism as transparent truth, rather it was in reaction to a
growing unease with metafictional excess and an interest in communicative clarity, ordinary life and
social recognisability (Rebein, 2001, p. 18-19). Within this transition, Raymond Carver became a
particularly important influence, since his restrained style, focus on the everyday experience and
rejection of experimental estrangement contributed to the formation of the literary environment from
which Dirty Realism emerged (Rebein, 2001,p. 22, 26). Dobozy’s account shows that this new mode
also located itself in opposition to both the “tricks” of the 1960s, experimentalism and the “large
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historical statement” associated with the previous realism and naturalism, in favour of an “unillusioned”
view of American life and a deliberately “non-systematic” aesthetic in which contradiction becomes a
defining principle rather than a flaw (Dobozy,2002,p. 1-4).

The more general cultural conditions of Dirty Realism cannot be separated from the transformations
of late-capitalist society. Caceres argues that modern domination did not disappear in affluent society
but only changed its shape and shifted from direct coercion to media influence, propaganda and
ideological manipulation thereby creating a society that seemed free but expressing alienation and lack
of identity below the surface of prosperity (Caceres, 2019, p. 30-31). This goes some way to explaining
why Dirty Realism so frequently presents banality, exhaustion and diminished subjectivity in materially
ordinary rather than spectacularly deprived environments. Birkenmaier similarly locates Dirty Realism
in a time of postmodern condition most notably the period after the Cold War with a growing tendency
of literature towards "small, anti-epic tales" and fragments of a reality too complex to be totalized by
the standard novel (Birkenmaier, 2001, p.490-91).

Fredric Jameson's description of late capitalism explains further the appearance of Dirty Realism. His
idea of the "loss of historicity" helps to account for the fact that Dirty Realist narratives often prioritise
the stagnation, routine, and immediacy of lived experience over historical depth or futurity (Jameson,
1991,P. 25). His concept of the "spatialization of the temporal" is equally relevant because Dirty
Realism frequently takes place in confined spaces; bars, kitchens, supermarkets, cheap motels, rented
rooms, and narrative movement is replaced by repetition and entrapment (Jameson, 1991, P. 156). The
roots of Dirty Realism cannot be reduced to one tradition. Dobozy agrees that Dirty Realism shares
naturalism's interest in degraded existence "but has let go of its faith in moral judgement, ideological
certainty and social transformation" (Dobozy, 2002, P.38). At the same time, its formal austerity has
much to do with minimalist models, particularly Ernest Hemingway’s, whose compressed language,
emotional restraint, and unresolved endings provided important precedents for later Dirty Realist
writing (Dobozy, 2002, P.31-32).

A central characteristic of Dirty Realism is its commitment to the representation of ordinary life in
its most diminished and materially strained forms. Instead of focusing on exceptional crises or socially
privileged experience, this mode is directed toward workers, drifters, transients, and other marginal
figures whose lives are conducted in bars, rented rooms, diners, cheap hotels, and degraded urban
settings (Karim, 2017, P.74). At the level of social representation, Dirty Realism is inflected with
recurrent images of consumer clutter, and habitual drinking as indexical of injured everyday existence.
Such types of details are not just decorative, but structural as they materialize insecurity and social
exhaustion at the level of lived environment. Hemmingson states that drinking in this mode is not often
associated with pleasure or glamour, rather loneliness, fear, underpaid work, and emotional decline
(Hemmingson, 2008, P. 42-45). Whitmore accordingly shows that the city spaces of Dirty Realism are
characterised by corruption, tension and fragmentation, causing a sense of “permanent unease” which
makes instability spatial as well as social (Whitmore, 2014, P. 25-26)

One of the defining characteristics of Dirty Realism is its strong affinity with minimalism. The
development of the movement as an extension of minimalist aesthetics through the reduction of
language to bare essentials and the emphasis on concrete objects rather than explanatory narration
(Hemmingson, 2008,P. 11). Minimalist writing is characterised by the removal of unnecessary detail
and the strategic use of omission, the act of ‘creating interpretative gaps and forcing the reader to play
amore active role in the generation of meaning’ (Khatoon, 2016, P. 74-75). In Dirty Realism this formal
restraint becomes a means of depicting emptiness, fatigue and social precariousness with greater force.
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Its language is therefore often “flat, “‘unsurprised’” and “stripped of adornment” (Buford, 1983, P.5).
Dobozy relates this diminished style similarly to the instability and emptiness that structure the world
of Dirty Realist characters (Dobozy, 2002, P. 20).

Dirty Realism is also distinguished by the rejection of myth, moral reassurance and redemptive
closure. Rather than reinforcing idealized narratives about family, identity or social belonging, it shows
that there is instability beneath them. Its narratives favour repetition over progress, continuity over
change, and avoid the kinds of narrative structures that turn suffering into moral uplift or a comforting
resolution (Peach, 1993, P.77). This anti-redemptive tendency gives Dirty Realism much of its
interpretive power, because it keeps the burden of ordinary life unresolved rather than symbolically
overcome. It does not simply describe hardship; it preserves its incompleteness.

2. Marxism

Marxism offers a useful framework to this paper since it describes the occurrence of everyday
hardship not solely on the basis of personal feeling but on the basis of material conditions and unequal
social relations. Marxism in literary criticism assists in linking representation to history as well as to
socio-economic systems that influence the daily experience. By doing so, literature turns out to be an
avenue in which the hidden issues of class tension, labour and inequality can be viewed openly (Foley,
2019, P. xviii). The Marxist perspective still relies on a materialist approach. Marxism considers
economic, social, and political structures instead of explaining the society based on abstract ideals or
individual motives only. This is why it is essentially anti-idealist and concerned with the real
arrangement of power and production. The connection between base and superstructure is particularly
significant since it demonstrates the influence of economic structures on law, culture, religion, and
literature without diminishing them into mere economic reflections (Barry, 2009, P. 164-165) . Marxism
thus offers a perspective of interpreting literature as a socially based genre which is influenced by the
relationships of classes, the material pressure and the historical contradiction. Dobie supports this
argument by saying that to Marx, reality is material and not spiritual and that human life cannot be
explained in metaphysical terms but in the concrete world (Dobie, 2012, P. 89). Similarly, Helemejko
states that not only institutions are determined by material conditions, but also consciousness and the
forms of social organization (Helemejko, 2012, P. 14).

Marxism started its formation in the nineteenth century with Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, whose
contribution formed the basics of materialist social analysis. Their ideas first appeared in The German
Ideology (1932) and The Communist Manifesto (1848), and were later developed more fully in Das
Kapital (Vol. 1, 1867; Vol. 11, 1885; Vol. III, 1894)., where labour, production, class, and exploitation
became central to Marx’s critique of capitalism (Dobie, 2012, P. 84-85). Marxism of the twentieth
century ceased to be based only on economic analysis, but became more directly involved with culture,
ideology, and representation. Later developments included major contributions from Western Marxism,
the Frankfurt School, Brechtian aesthetics, and thinkers such as Althusser, Eagleton, and Jameson
(Barry, 2009, P. 170). Marxism is thus a shifting critical approach and not a set of thoughts (Ménson,
2010, P. 297).

Within this framework, class conflict becomes one of the most important concepts for literary
analysis. Capitalist society is based on unequal economic relations between those who own and control
production and those who must work in order to survive, and this inequality does not occur by chance.
It is embedded within the system, as unequal economic relations create a class struggle and influence
institutions, values, and cultural production (Dobie, 2012, P. 84). Social deprivation and insecurity
should therefore not be seen simply as personal failures. Instead, they are more appropriately perceived
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as the experienced consequences of a system structured in terms of unequal access to power, profit, and
stability. The most basic divide in capitalism remains the division between ownership and non-
ownership of the means of production, a distinction that shapes social position at the deepest level
(Milton, 2007, P. 1-2). In this sense, class is not only identity, but it is a structural relation of production
(Foley, 2019, P. 17-18).

Alienation is another key concept for this research. Although it first appeared as a broader
philosophical idea about estrangement from self, identity, autonomy, and social existence, Marx gave
it a more concrete material meaning by connecting it directly to labour. According to Beech, the
intervention of Marx in 1844 connected alienation to political economy and the lived relation of the
worker to the production. Alienated labour could be perceived as the state of affairs where labour ceases
to be a free and self-directed human activity as the product confronts the worker as a hostile thing, the
process of work passes beyond the worker’s control, and the worker’s productive capacity itself
becomes a commodity that can be sold (Beech, 2020, P. 192). Alienation in this sense is not just
emotional exhaustion, but an alienation of labour, production, and self. Capitalist society may therefore
also be understood in terms of “alienation and fragmentation,” since its pressures divide human
experience at the levels of work, consciousness, and social relation (Eagleton, 1976, P. 26). In this
framework, alienation involves both material and psychological deprivation (Helemejko, 2012, P. 19).

This estrangement does not stay inside the workplace alone. Once labour is subordinated to
capitalistic production, the value starts to be more reliant on exchange, profit and show than on human
need. Marxist criticism is therefore attentive to commodification because, it demonstrates that people,
relations and modes of recognition are bound up to exchange value as opposed to intrinsic value
(Dobie,2012, P. 90). Material struggle therefore goes beyond wages, labour conditions into desire,
aspiration, intimacy and self-perception. Tyson makes this even clearer by distinguishing between use
value, exchange value, and sign-exchange value. This difference can be used to understand why
capitalist culture is placing a greater value on objects, and in many cases, people not in themselves, but
in terms of their market and symbolic value in a relation of power (Tyson, 2006, P. 62).

Through this, commodification is not only to labour, but also to the human relations constructed
around it. Taken together, Dirty Realism and Marxism provide an effective framework for reading
Factotum. Dirty Realism provides the aesthetic form in which neglected life is visible, Marxism
provides the conceptual language that life may be interpreted as produced materially. Factotum appears
not as a loose story of personal drift, but as a literary representation of ordinary hardship shaped by the
deeper structures of capitalist life.

3. Ordinary Hardship and Marginal Existence

In Factotum, hardship does not seemingly occur in one dramatic event. Instead, it manifests itselfin
small and repeated difficulties that constitute everyday life. From its opening pages, Bukowski sets
Henry Chinaski within a geography of low wages, rented rooms, temporary work and repeated
displacement where ordinary hardship turns out to be the major organiser of existence rather than a
temporary interruption: When Chinaski arrives in New Orleans, he seeks out the cheapest housing in
the poorest district, and his class position is made legible almost immediately when a stranger calls him
"poor white trash" (Bukowski, 1975, P. 1). Marginality in the novel is never concealed or outstanding
but inscribed in the body, into the surroundings and into the daily routines of those who suffer from it.
It is, as Drake states, that Bukowski reveals "what the land of freedom was actually like" for those left
out of economic stability, which is exactly what the novel's opening establishes ( Drake, 2018, P. 15).
Chinaski does not arrive with ambitions that are later frustrated; he arrives already at the bottom of a
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social structure that leaves no room for his aspirations. The structural permanence of his precarity is
registered in the most ordinary domestic details: “I only ate one meal a day so my money would last
longer”’(Bukowski, 1975, P. 2). The statement indicates that Chinaski’s precarity is not temporary, but
is part of his everyday existence so, here Bukowski puts deprivationin a blunt, unadorned way which
does not reduce the social realism of the novel, but rather makes it more intense.

In Factotum, the sleek surfaces of mainstream America’s success are replaced by rented rooms, low -
wage work, bars, drifters, and mobility. Bukowski’s realism is thus not concerned with representative
normality in any broad sense, but rather with the hard edge of ordinary existence. In this way, the
novel’s focus on degraded work, urban poverty, and failed aspiration becomes central to its Dirty Realist
force (Rhodes, 2009, P.390). Urban space is therefore not depicted as a place of order and protection,
but rather as a broken environment shaped by danger and uncertainty. This is especially clear for
example when the train disappears and Chinaski is left in “total darkness,” unable to tell “the ties” from
“the spaces between them,” because Bukowski turns the urban landscape into a place of disorientation
and risk, where one false step may result in collapse (Bukowski, 1975, P. 20). The scene does not just
describe physical danger but a larger sense of insecurity where the city does not offer clarity and
security. The final detail, in which Chinaski’s legs become weak, makes this condition even more
visible, because it shows that this environment affects both the body and the mind, turning urban space
into a material expression of exhaustion and precarious existence. This is why Whitmore maintains that
Dirty Realism is influenced by the conditions of fragmented urban space characterised by instability
and “permanent unease” instead of order or security (Whitmore, 2014, P. 25).

The novel also challenges the idea that success depends only on merit or effort. When Chinaski
seeks respectable work, he is told at the newspaper office that the position “usually goes to a student”
and, more specifically, toa “college boy” (Bukowski, 1975, P. 6).This fact demonstrates that the access
to work is already influenced by social expectation before merit is even considered. The repeated claim
that the job “usually goes to a student” presents it as suitable for a different social type from Chinaski,
one associated with education, future mobility, and a more secure background rather than immediate
economic need. The question “Are you a student?” therefore works as a test of social fit, and this logic
becomes even clearer later when the fat man says, “This is a job for a student” and insists, “This man
doesn’t fitin. We need a student” . A student is expected to remain quietly available, to use idle time
productively, and to treat the job as a temporary arrangement within a larger future. Chinaski, by
contrast, belongs to a world shaped by immediate need, boredom, and survival, which makes him appear
unsuitable even after he has already taken the job.

The failure of the American Dream runs through Factotum not as an abstract slogan, but as a lived
conditionrevealed through repeated disappointment. When Chinaski arrives in New Orleans, he briefly
says, “Well, it was a new town. Maybe I’d get lucky” (Bukowski, 1975, P. 1). But this hope is soon
shattered in the world of poverty and exclusion where fortune does not really favor a person already
stamped by his status in the world. Later, after many failures, Chinaski admits, “I couldn’t be a reporter,
I couldn’t be a writer, I couldn’t find a good woman, all I could do was walk along and scratch like a
monkey” (Bukowski, 1975, P.62). This is a significant line since it demonstrates that failure in the novel
isnot only confined to the employment, but also to identity, ambition, and intimacy. Dobozy strengthens
this point by arguing that even Chinaski’s fantasy of becoming a boss only reveals “his lack of
privilege” and the structural hopelessness of attaining “the capitalist dream” (Dobozy, 2001, P. 57, 60).
4. Alienated Labour, Fractured Selfhood, and Commodified Human Relations
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Labour, in the novel is no more depicted than bleakly. It is not presented as a source of honour,
dignity and self-realisation but as a source of stress, and instability. The representation of labour is not
limited to the economic hardship alone but also extends into forms of alienation that have an impact on
identity, social relations, and the experience of everyday life. Exploitation, in this sense is not restricted
to the work place, but is expanded to a more general framework of human interaction. Work does not
relieve Chinaski’s precarity; it continually reproduces it, since employment in the novel is temporary,
poorly paid, and structurally unable to provide real security. When Chinaski finds work in Los Angeles,
the costs of room, board, and laundry absorb almost everything he earns, so that several paychecks are
needed merely to break even, which means that labour does not produce progress or stability but only
postpones the return to poverty (Bukowski, 1975, P. 16).
> Dobozy reinforces this condition by describing the novel as “a relentless listing of jobs” and as a
record of “the repetitive dreariness of a man condemned to jobs entirely lacking in substance or
character” (Dobozy,2001, P.51). The clearest expression of this reality appears when Chinaski says,
“I’ve given you my time. It’s all ’ve got to give—it’s all any man has. And for a pitiful buck and a
quarter an hour” (Bukowski , 1975, P. 49). The quotation shows that the only thing Chinaski really has
to offer is his time, yet even that is exchanged for a wage that cannot give him a decent or secure life.
Chinaski gives his time and energy, but gets neither stability nor a real sense of belonging in return.
Read from a Marxist perspective, the quotation makes alienated labour especially visible, since
Chinaski does not speak of work as achievement or fulfilment, but as the surrender of life itselfin the
form of labouring time, which is reduced to something saleable and cheaply valued under capitalism
(Beech, 2020, P. 192).

The realities of labour generate in Chinaski a state of fractured selthood that cannot be properly
defined by individual psychology. His identity is formed not through belonging or personal growth, but
through withdrawal and the avoidance of social relationships, which the novel shows as tiring and
without reward. Di Stefano suggests that Dis-identity and De-identified Subjects are the key patterns of
Bukowski fiction because labour under capitalism produces an alienating effect, which nourishes
solitude and anomy instead of social integration (Di Stefano, 2017, P. 276-77). This pattern is directly
visible when Chinaski explains his departure from Los Angeles: “I had too many friends in Los Angeles,
friends I felt were hindering my career. I wanted to go where I could concentrate unmolested”
(Bukowski, 1975, P. 18). Social relations are not experienced as support but as hindrance, and the self
is maintained by their elimination. Valdajeva’s description of him as “a broken person in a broken
world” who “receives no support from the characters around him or the state in which he lives”
(Valdajeva, 2015, P. 10, 50) clarifies that his brokenness is produced by structural abandonment rather
than personal inadequacy. The novel’s final chapters show that isolation becomes a standard way of
life when Chinaski declares “Sundays were best because [ was alone” (Bukowski, 1975, P. 85). Velasco
demonstrates that unstable labour combined with time control creates permanent alienation which
people experience as their main way of life because work changes all aspects of human existence and
makes every moment outside work create feelings of constant uncertainty (Velasco, 2019, P. 66-68).

The instability that shapes labour in Factotum does not remain confined to work, but extends
directly into intimacy and everyday human relations. Desire in the novel is never presented as
independent of money, shelter, need, or power, that is why intimate and emotional relations can seem
conditional instead of being stable. The human connection is not introduced as the place beyond
material life, instead, it is depicted as strongly influenced by the same forces of precarity and reliance
that define work itself. This condition appears
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clearly in Chinaski’s own understanding of intimacy. At one point, he reflects that he would get nothing
from a woman, “intimate talks,” “exciting roller-coaster rides,” or “long Sunday afternoon walks”—
until he had first made “some odd promises” (Bukowski, 1975, P. 26). This presents closeness as
something negotiated rather than freely shared, intimacy here is not established on mutual recognition,
but expectation, exchange, and conditional access. Human relationship is seen as transactional instead
of being completely reciprocal.

Peach’s argument about the “commodification of the individual” explains that identity and
relation in Dirty Realism become unstable and shaped by consumer culture rather than by secure human
bonds (Peach,1993, p. 64—65). However, in Factotum, intimacy never ascends above material life; itis
initially bound within it. The same logic shapes Chinaski’s friendship with Jan, one of his intimate
partners. Jan’s discomfort with Chinaski’s new material position is made explicit when he recalls: “The
new life didn’t sit well with Jan. She was used to seeing me poor and humble. After a day at the
warehouse, then the wild ride and finally sprinting across the parking lot and down through the tunnel,
there wasn’t much love left in me. When I came in each evening she’d be well into her wine”
(Bukowski, 1975, P. 47) .

These lines reveal that intimacy is defined by emotional fatigue, Jan is disturbed not only by
Chinaski’s new way of living, but also by the change she sees in him, since the earlier balance of the
relationship had depended partly on his being “poor and humble.” The line where the narrator states
that there was not much left of love in him, shows that labour exhausts emotional energy along with
physical forces. After work, Chinaski is too exhausted to sustain closeness, while Jan is already “well
into her wine,” adding to the sense of frustration and distance between them. In this sense, poverty does
not stay outside want; it assists in structuring it, so this indicates that emotional intimacy is fragile in
the sense that it is created under circumstances of deprivation as opposed to safety.

The same logic becomes even clearer in the episode involving Laura and Wilbur Oxnard. Laura, one
of the women closely tied to Chinaski’s precarious world, reveals how intimacy in the novel is shaped
by dependence, while Wilbur Oxnard appears as an older wealthy man whose economic power governs
the lives of the women around him. Laura’s explanation that Wilbur gives women “food and a bed,
never any money” exposes a form of dependence structured by controlled subsistence rather than care
or autonomy (Bukowski, 1975, P. 33). This shows that survival itself is controlled by the economic
strength of another person. Wilbur here does not provide what would enable them to become
independent; he provides only enough to preserve their dependence on him. This moment represents
the novel’s most intense point because it shows how commodification degrades people through a single
act of measurement which sees human value as money that lies on the ground. Here, the
commodification as described by Dobie is particularly applicable since it aids in understanding how
exchange value starts to override the inherent human value in capitalism (Dobie, 2012, P.90).

5 .Dirty Realist Form and the Refusal of Redemptive Closure

The Dirty Realist force of Factotum lies not only in its subject matter but also in the way that
subject matter is narrated. The social critique of Factotum cannot be separated from the formal features
of the work. The simplicity of the language is an element of the realism of the novel, since the life of
Chinaski cannot be persuasively described by using high diction or moral ornament. The minimalist
surface of the novel reinforces its dirty realist commitment to exposure rather than embellishment
(Peach, 1993, P. 62-63). Karim establishes this relationship through his assertion that the prose used as
“an off-hand, casual idiom” which documents life through unadorned description without moral
judgment (Karim, 2017, p. 74). In addition, Dobozy’s concept of “syntactical cheapness” helps to
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understand the way that the novel’s pared-down style conveys aspects of instability, emptiness, and
shattered social reality is particularly apparent when Chinaski starts describing the workplace in the
ladies’ dress shop with the bare statement: “We were down in a cellar. The walls were coloured yellow”
(Bukowski, 1975, P. 25). The starkness of the sentence is not just for stylistic economy, but a formal
enactment of deprivation. By minimising the setting to two bare and emotionally flat details, Bukowski
turns syntax itself into a signifier of confinement, monotony and social descent .

Flat narration is another important feature of the novel. The narration is generally subdued even in
cases when Chinaski feels dismissed, humiliated or failed. One clear example appears when he is
dismissed from a job and simply asks, “’All right. This is my last day?’ / ‘Yes.” / ‘Will the check be
ready?’” ( Bukowski, 1975, P. 82). The clipped exchange strips job loss of protest or sentiment,
reinforcing through formal economy the sense that disposability has become so ordinary within the
cycle of precarious labour that it no longer merits emotional response. The novel utilizes physical space
to demonstrate its dedication to direct unfiltered depiction of reality. The bar that reeks of “urine, shit
and vomit of a half century” (Bukowski, 1975, P. 22) is presented without metaphorical distance or
ameliorating detail because the Dirty Realist method requires that material conditions be shown rather
than described from a comfortable literary remove. Hemmingson asserts that Dirty Realism creates
continuous exploration of contemporary life which shows its most unattractive aspects (Hemmingson,
2008, P. 42). The direct representation of filth by Bukowski shows physical dirt as an evident indication
of social decline which he uses to show the hidden problems of modern American society .

The episodic structure of Factotum reinforces the novel’s direct and unsentimental mode of
representation. The novel does not develop through a smooth plot of growth or transformation. Dobozy
describes this structure as “a list of lightly sketched vignettes,” and even as something like “a “how to’
on the process of getting fired” (Dobozy,2001, P. 51). This observation is important because it explains
why the novel often feels fragmented. The fragmented structure is not a weakness because it shows
actual events from Chinaski’s life, so a stable and progressive plot would not suit a world shaped by
temporary work, poor housing, and constant displacement. The episodic form therefore becomes the
right form for representing precarious existence .

The most definitive formal feature of Factotum as a Dirty Realist text is its absolute refusal of
redemptive closure. The lack of narrative resolution is made even more apparent in the ending itself.
The narrative structure operates through repetition and stagnation instead of presenting a story that
transforms into a conclusion. The Dirty Realism principle that Chinaski must follow prevents him from
achieving resolution through his continuous cycle of employment and relationships (Dobozy, 2001, Pp.
44-51). Failure and instability are not given as moments of interruption but as states of permanent
existence of everyday life .

One of the most obvious indicators of Bukowski’s unwillingness to close the book can be found
in the final movement of the novel. Bukowski’s line, “He walked off. I got up, walked the other way
turned the corner and walked up Main Street,” (Bukowski, 1975, P. 87) is a good example of how the
absence of resolution is captured by the fact that the reader never gets any true sense of reconciliation
or any insight or completion, so instead of a spectacular ending, the novel ends with another boring
scene of drifting. This is what makes the ending so powerful, that nothing is really resolved, that
Chinaski does not come to any new understanding of himself or his life, as he simply keeps moving.
Finally, the novel ends, not with transformation or redemption, but with the same instability that has
characterised Chinaski’s life from the beginning.

Conclusion
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Factotum demonstrates that common suffering is not a transient challenge or an individual loss, but
a state which is defined by inequality of classes, unstable labour and deprivation of material possessions.
Through Henry Chinaski’s movement across temporary jobs, cheap rooms, degraded urban spaces, and
fragile relationships, the novel presents a world in which work no longer offers dignity, stability, or
upward movement, instead, it produces exhaustion, insecurity, alienation, and social exclusion. Read
through Marxism, the novel reveals that poverty, drift, and failure are not simply individual weaknesses,
but structural effects of capitalism. Using Dirty Realism, the same world takes its proper aesthetic form
through plain language, flat narration, episodic structure, and refusal of closure. In this way, Factotum
does more than depict life at the margins; it shows how marginality is materially produced, emotionally
endured, and made visible through the smallest details of everyday life. The novel thus emerges as a
strong expression of the lived capitalist existence at the bottom where the weight of small things
becomes one of the most telling indicators of deprivation, alienated work, and distorted human
relationships .
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Abstract:

Okasha Al-Ammi was a vibrant voice in the early Abbasid era, a poet whose verses naturally
flowed into the musical and social circles of his time. His style was defined by rhythmic lightness and
refreshing simplicity, steering clear of archaic or obscure language. In this sense, his work mirrors the
accessible, modern spirit seen in the poetry of Bashar ibn Burd and Abu Nawas, marking him as a key
figure among the "Mawlid" poets. Despite his close ties to Caliphs like Al-Hadi and Al-Mahdi, his
formal praise poetry has largely vanished. What remains of his legacy today is primarily his flirtatious
"Ghazal" verses, preserved within historical biographies. Descending from the "Bani Al-Amm" of
Basra, Okasha’s life reflects a fascinating cultural blend. He passed away in the early third century AH,
leaving behind a fragmented diwan that this study seeks to rescue from oblivion by documenting his
scattered heritage.

Keywords: poetry, the sea, dictionary, documentation.
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The Role of Digital Technology in Developing Entrepreneurship: A Socio-

Analytical Study
Asst. Prof. Dr. Ahmed Thamer Khayoun', Asst. Prof. Dr. Ahmed Khudhair Hussein?

Abstract

This research analyzes the impact of digital technology on entrepreneurship development. It examines
digital technology indicators, identifies their significance and the dimensions of entrepreneurship, and addresses
the challenges entreprencurs face in Iraq. The study adopts an analytical approach to demonstrate the effect of
digital technology on fostering entrepreneurial growth.

The research aims to identify the historical context of digital technology, highlight its importance and
potential, and explore its role in developing entrepreneurship in Iraq. Furthermore, it seeks to determine the
dimensions of entrepreneurship within the Iraqi context and analyze the nature of the relationship between digital
technology and the development of entrepreneurship in the country.The study employs analytical tools to
interpret the impact of digital technology on entrepreneurship, using a descriptive-analytical methodology to
analyze qualitative data on the topic.

The research recommends developing digital skills by training entrepreneurs in areas such as digital
marketing, data analysis, and electronic platform management. It also calls for supporting digital infrastructure
by improving internet services and adopting modern technologies to ensure a conducive environment for the
growth of digital projects. Additionally, the study encourages technological innovation by supporting creative
ideas related to technology, such as applications and artificial intelligence. It further advocates for providing
digital financing by enhancing crowdfunding platforms and electronic investment to support start-ups, as well as
promoting entrepreneurial education by integrating concepts of entrepreneurship and technology into academic
curricula.

Keywords: Digital Technology, Entrepreneurship
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Educational Curricula: A Catalyst for Cultural and Social Change

in Contemporary Societies
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Abstract:

Schools, as social and educational institutions, serve as a pivotal platform for driving cultural
and social change through curricula, which go beyond their traditional role of transmitting knowledge
and values to become tools for personality development, behavior shaping, critical awareness
enhancement, and linking individuals’ roles to the societal and cultural values of their communities.
The main issue lies in the extent to which these curricula can adapt to rapid social and cultural
transformations and respond to the demands of the digital age, ensuring that learners are prepared to
face contemporary challenges and actively participate in society.

This study aims to highlight the role of curricula as instruments of cultural and social change,
explore the relationship between curriculum development and digital transformations in education and
society, and emphasize their importance in reinforcing social values, digital citizenship, and promoting
positive student engagement. The significance of the study lies in providing a strategic vision for
designing flexible and innovative curricula that integrate cultural and social values with the
requirements of the digital era, contributing to sustainable development and cultivating generations
capable of innovation and actively leading social and cultural change, thereby positioning education as
a driving force for societal and cultural transformation in contemporary communities.

Keywords : School, Curriculum, Change, Digital Transformation, Society
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Semantic Field Theory in the Poetry of Ilya Abu Madi
Dr. Muhammad Gharkan Sarhan

Workplace: University of Wasit / College of Basic Education
Email: mgharkan@uowaseit.iq

Abstract

Meaning is a central focus in modern linguistic and literary studies. Words are no longer viewed as
isolated units, but rather as part of an integrated semantic system whose value is determined by its relationship
to other words within the text. In this context, semantic field theory has emerged as one of the most important
linguistic theories, contributing to the uncovering of the deep structure of meaning by classifying words into
interconnected groups that express specific semantic domains. This approach has enabled researchers to read
literary texts holistically, moving beyond a superficial understanding of words to exploring the semantic
networks that govern the text's structure and guide its meaning.

The poetry of [lya Abu Madi is considered a prominent example of modern Arabic poetry, characterized
by its rich semantic depth and wide thematic diversity. In his work, the vocabulary of nature intertwines with
human emotions, and philosophical vision intersects with optimism, making it fertile ground for the application
of semantic field theory. The poet skillfully employed poetic language to construct integrated semantic worlds
that reflect his perspective on humanity, life, and existence, thus opening the door to in-depth study that reveals
the mechanisms of meaning production in his texts.

Keywords: Semantic fields, Abu Madhi, structure, meaning, poetic vision.
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The Relationship between Intellectual Capital and Sustainable
Development: An Analytical Study

Prof. Dr. Sami Jabbar Mohammed!, Prof. Dr. Thaer Rahim Kadhim?
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Abstract.

This research aims to analyze the concept of intellectual capital and its components, interpret its
relationship with the effectiveness of sustainable development programs, and uncover the most
prominent factors influencing this relationship. The researcher adopted a descriptive-analytical
approach to examine the concepts and theoretical models of skills, expertise, and creative abilities as a
pivotal resource in the development trajectory. The research concluded that the weakness of investment
in education, training, and scientific research is one of the most significant obstacles limiting the
utilization of intellectual capital in supporting sustainable development. Conversely, results confirmed
that strengthening human and structural capacities within institutions contributes to improving the
efficiency of developmental performance and achieving sustainable progress.

Keywords: Intellectual Capital, Sustainable Development, trajectory, and education
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Binary Oppositions in the Poetry of Abu al-Aswad al-Du'ali

Dr.Wisal Qasim Ghabash
College of Fine Arts /Wasit University
wisal@uowasit.edu.ig

Abstract:
Arabic poetry is distinguished by its embodiment of the human intellectual vision and perceptions.
Arabic poetry was not only an expression of fleeting emotions but also an attempt by poets to realize their being.
Therefore, the opposite dualities emerge as an essential nucleus in the construction of the poem that governs the
human being and his existence. This term was chosen from the poetry of Abu Al-Aswad Al-Du'ali, a poet who
lived at the beginning of Islam, and this research attemptsto shed light on the dualities that appear in his poetry.
The research was divided into two axes, following an introduction in which I explained the term and the
poet's life. The first axis dealt with the manifestations of the contradiction in moral values, and the second with
those in human feelings. The research concluded with the sources and references relied on, preceded by a
conclusion presenting the most important results of the research.
Keywords: dualities, opposites, poetry, Abu Al-Aswad, Al-Dawali
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Abstract

This study aims to explore digital transformation and its social and economic impacts in Iraq,
as it represents one of the most significant transformations occurring worldwide today due to the rapid
advancement of information and communication technologies. Digital transformation has become an
important factor in reshaping social interaction, shaping economic activity, and enhancing the use of
digital technologies across various aspects of life. Therefore, this research seeks to analyze the nature
of these transformations and their effects on Iraqi society, with a particular focus on their social and
economic dimensions. The study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach by reviewing relevant
academic literature and previous studies on digital transformation, and by analyzing its most prominent
manifestations and impacts on society and the economy. The research discusses the conceptual
framework of digital transformation, including its definition, characteristics, and key requirements, and
examines the major indicators of digital transformation in Iraq.

It also analyzes the social implications of digital transformation by studying its effects on social
relationships, communication patterns, and social values and behaviors. From an economic perspective,
the study investigates the role of digital transformation in developing the digital economys, its impact
on the labor market, and its contribution to economic development. The findings indicate that digital
transformation has expanded social connections and strengthened communication among individuals
through digital platforms; however, it may also contribute to a decline in certain forms of traditional
face-to-face interaction. Moreover, the study reveals that digital transformation contributes to economic
development by supporting e-commerce, expanding digital services, and creating new job opportunities
in technology-related fields. The research concludes that digital transformation represents an important
opportunity to promote social and economic development in Iraq. Nevertheless, maximizing its benefits
requires improving digital infrastructure, enhancing individuals’ digital skills, and supporting policies
that  encourage the  effective use of  technology to  achieve  sustainable
development.

Keywords: Digital Transformation, Digital Economy, Social Change, Communication Patterns, Economic
Developmen.
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Abstract

The aim of this research is to identify the extent to which Islamic education teachers in the preparatory
stage practice classroom questioning skills In their opinion.

The study population consisted of male and female teachers of Islamic education in preparatory schools
affiliated with the General Directorate of Education of Salah al-Din./Department of Education (Science), Their
number was (230) teachera and teacher(160) male and female teachers were selected This was done to represent
the study sample at a rate of (70%) of the total population. To achieve the study objectives, the researchers
prepared a questionnaire that included (30) skills distributed across three domains: the skill of formulating
questions, the skill of directing questions, and the skill of dealing with students' answers. The validity and
reliability of the study instrument were verified. The researchers used the descriptive method in this study, as it
was suitable for this research methodology, in order to achieve the objectives GoalsHa.

The results of this study showed the degree to which Islamic education teachers practice classroom
questioning skills It came With an average rating, he ranked first in classroom question formulation skills with
an arithmetic mean of (328), and in second place is the skill of dealing with students’ answers with an arithmetic
mean of (2.84), and in third place is the skill of asking classroom questions with an arithmetic mean of (2.51) ,
and Showed The results showed statistically significant differences in the degree to which Islamic education
teachers practiced classroom questioning skills, attributable to the variable of gender (favoring females) and to
the variable of years of teaching experience (favoring those with more than 10 years of experience). However,
no statistically significant differences were found related to the variable of academic qualification. Based on
these results, several suggestions and recommendations were offered.(.

Keywords: Practice, Islamic Education, Preparatory Stage, Classroom Questions.
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Real-Time Monitoring and Correction of Teaching Errors to Enhance

Student Learning in Public Schools
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Abstract

This research aims to develop an Al-powered interactive classroom system for real-time detection and
correction of teaching errors, thereby enhancing student learning in public schools. The proposed system utilizes
Al techniques to analyze audio and visual inputs from classroom sessions, providing immediate feedback to
teachers and corrective displays to students on the interactive screen. The study addresses technical challenges
of audio processing in noisy classroom environments, the impact of surveillance on teacher performance, and
strategies to minimize teacher distraction. A quasi-experimental design with pre-post measurements for
experimental and control groups is adopted. Expected outcomes highlight the significance of integrating Al as a
supportive tool for teachers to improve teaching quality and academic achievement.
Keywords: Al in education, interactive classroom system, teaching errors, real-time feedback, Hawthorne effect,
audio processing challenges.
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Abstract

In the Anthropocene, the Cartesian division between human cognition and the natural world has
conceptually facilitated global ecological crises. Canadian poet Robert Bringhurst counters this anthropocentric
paradigm through lyric ecology that reshapes human consciousness as a distributed biological entity rather than
an isolated, independent agency; it is an approach defined as cognitive biodiversity. While existing scholarship
mainly examines Bringhurst's typographical innovations, large-scale polyphonic scores and Haida translations,
his condensed lyric poems, which are seen as active cognitive exercises, remain critically marginalized. Grounded
at the nexus of biosemiotics, ontological pluralism and posthumanism, this study posits that Bringhurst's shorter
poems, such as "Conversations with a Toad" and "All Night Wood", manifest crucial epistemological tools that
effectively subvert the hegemony of the monolithic human consciousness.

Synthesizing the juxtaposed and divergent evolutionary rthythms, overlapping multispecies ontologies
and trans-corporeal realities, Bringhurst argues that rhythmic prosody necessitates a substantive neurological
restructuring on the part of the reader. Such a cognitive mechanism advocates a decentralized epistemological
perception required to comprehend a complex ecological focus. This study demonstrates that Bringhurst's poetic
praxis reorients environmental discourse from a colonial paradigm of owning the earth toward a deeply enmeshed
knowing. The study presents a pioneering methodological intervention for analyzing posthumanist lyric poetry,
which is indispensable for cognitive biodiversity within literary ecopoetics as it restores the human bond to the
more-than-human biosphere.

Keywords, Robert Bringhurst, cognitive biodiversity, ontological pluralism, ecopoetics, biosemiotics,
posthumanism, anthropocene lyric
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Introduction
The contemporary ecological crisis, increasingly defined by the epoch of the Anthropocene, is identified
through a cultural and epistemological lens rather than a geological or physical event. Anthropocene is a
"powerful cultural phenomenon tied to reflexive, critical and often anxious awareness" of the severity of
human influence on the biosphere (Keller, 2017, p. 2). This dilemma is recognized as a "cultural crisis"
(Gifford, 1995, as cited in Glotfelty & Fromm, 1996, p. 28) driven by an "insatiable desire to consume
the products of the earth" (Bate, 1991, p. 56).
Ecocritical authors trace the philosophical origin of this crisis to the Enlightenment-era Cartesian dualism,
a paradigm foregrounded by Francis Bacon and René Descartes that instituted a crucial "divorce between
humanity and the rest of nature" (Goodbody, 2007, p. 5). The dualistic framework severed the
"perceiving, dividing eye" of the human subject (res cogitans) from the passive natural object (res
extensa) (Borlik, 2010, p, 9). By guarding the status of the "speaking subject" as an exclusively human
prerogative, Western rationalism stripped nature of its intentional and "mindlike" qualities, effectively
reddening the nonhuman world silent (Manes, 1996, as cited in Martinez Serrano, 2021, p. 160).
In this regard, the relationship between humanity and the world was reshaped as one of possession and
mastery. This philosophical rift reduced the nonhuman biosphere to a mechanistic "standing-reserve" of
a backdrop to be exploited by a sovereign intellect (Martinez-Serrano, 2021, p. 61). The Cartesian legacy
conferred legitimacy to the "earth-destroying fantasies of the conquest and consumption" that continue to
define late industrial culture (Bennett, 2010, p. 2).
In response to the epistemological fallacy and ongoing ecological instability, a significant paradigm shift
emerges within the environmental humanities known as "Cognitive Biodiversity" (Schmitt-Kilb, 2024, p.
156). It is a perspective that challenges the rarified province of cognitive hominids by acknowledging a
plurality of sentient, cognitive, and meaning-making processes across the entire biosphere (Ryan, 2018,
p.10). It replaces the human-centered "species against species" ideology with a focus on the "organism
plus environment" as the correct unit of survival (Schmitt-Kilb, 2024, p. 156).
Based on development in plant neurobiology and biosemiotics, this shift recognizes that human entities,
ranging from flora to entire landscapes, are cognitive entities capable of behaving, deciding, feeling and
remembering (Ryan, 2018, p. 11). Ecopoetics participates in this shift through depicting the "dynamic
and rich ... continuum of interrelations" in the world which posits that all matter is "storied matter" that
predates human language (Martinez-Serrano, 2021, p. 8).
Simultaneously, this framework applies the features of biodiversity to human neurobiology to reject the
standard social science model of the mind as a blank slate. Instead, it posits that human meaning is
embodied and arises from the "intersections of nonintentional matter" within the brain (Carroll, 1995, as
cited in Love, 2003, p. 5). This redefinition makes literature a "discursive environment" that portrays the
biological underpinnings of human beings (Ashton, 2005, p. 15). By comprehending that "everything is
connected to everything else," this paradigm argues that protecting both linguistic and cognitive diversity
is a moral and political necessity for planetary survival (Borlik, 2010, p. 21).
Robert Bringhurst: A Project of Lyric Ecology
Canadian poet, translator, and typographer Robert Bringhurst is recognized as a remarkable
"Renaissance man" of the 21% century who deliberately rejects the Renaissance humanist perspective
that man is the measure of all things. On the other hand, he advocates for a biocentric ontology that spent
a lifetime practicing a "poetics of hearing" directed toward the lessons of the natural world (Martinez-
Serrano, 2021, 43). Bringhurst's poetic project of "lyric ecology" systematically challenges
anthropocentric hierarchies. Within the ecopoetic framework, Bringhurst seeks in his poems to "let
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things be" through the "rhythmic, syntactic and linguistic intensifications" unique to verse
(Killingsworth, 2004, p. 5) instead of treating them as a mere mapping of nature.

Bringhurst's lyrical ecology moves beyond the depiction of nature. He is concerned with discovering the
"inner lives and psyches" of a holistic universe in the way of treating natural elements such as birds,
trees, and stones as "self-standing agents" (Snyder as cited in Sims, 2012, p. 284). In his essay "The
Persistence of Poetry, the Destruction of the World," Bringhurst insists that "poetry is the language of
being" (2006, p. 45), a quality of reality itself that survives in the voices of all species, of which man is
one among many. Nature for him is a "vast consciousness" and a "living agent with its own shared
languages" (Martinez-Serrano, 2021, 43). Bringhurst encourages his readers to "breathe through their
feet" and getinvolved in a "sense-mediated confrontation" that pays sustained ecological attention to the
"patterned resonance" of a world exceeding human design (Martinez-Serrano, 2021, 61).

Existing scholarship on Brighurst's poetry focuses on three main areas: his typographical innovations,
his translations, and his large-scale polyphonic scores. His retranslations of Haida myth masterpieces
referred to as an American Iliad remain central to scholarly discussions regarding cultural appropriation
and the ethics of translation (Bradley, 2015). Bringhurst's performance pieces, such as New World Suite
No. 3 (2005) and Ursa Major (2003), are heavily scrutinized for their use of oral polyphony to replicate
the "multi-vocal nature of the living universe" (Lee, 2015, p. 116).

On the other hand, there remains a conspicuous lacuna in the literature. There is a lack of sustained
cognitive-ecocritical analysis oriented toward Bringhurst condensed, shorter lyric poems. The nine
poems collected in the "Living" section of his Selected Poems (2009) have received limited critical
investigation regarding the way they problematize the human perception of animals as others. Previous
studies have overlooked how these lyrics might enact a form of "neuro-reclamation" (Borlik, 2010, p.
14). Though scrutinizing these condensed poetic forms, this paper addresses the need for a "social
ecology of the imagination" that examines the material connections between the body, the mind, and the
modified environment (Clark, 1997, as cited in Parham, 2010, p. 93).

This paper aims at discussing the following research question: How do the formal and rhythmic
structures of Bringhurst's shorter lyric poems subvert anthropocentric hierarchical structures through
"ear training" and overlapping ontologies, and in what ways do these poems function as "seeing
instruments" to enact a state of cognitive biodiversity?

The thesis of this paper is that Bringhurst's poetry redefines the human mind as a microcosm of the
biological world. Through juxtaposing divergent rhythms and overlapping ontologies, his poetry forces
a cognitive recalibration. It is an approach that moves the reader from a colonial position of owning the
world to one of knowing it as an enmeshed participant in a sentient universe.

Based on the claims of cognitive linguists, this paper argues that dealing with Bringhurst's figurative
language can literally "rewire the brain's neural pathways," which unsettles the grammatical structures
that filter the human perception of nature as inanimate and passive (Borlik, 2010, pp. 13-14). As
Bringhurst noted, the "wild is the only place to go to calibrate your mind," (Bringhurst, 2018, as cited in
Martinez Serrano, 2021, p. 46), and his poetry approves this standardization by placing the human along
a "continuum of life" where the Earth's "unconscious poesy" precedes and exceeds human speech
(Rigby, 2004, as cited in Schmitt-Kilb, 2024, p. 156)

By admitting the final unknowability of a world that "lies beyond the grasp of language," Bringhurst
uses the "harmonization of place and space" to establish a topophiliac devotion. (Estok, 2011, p. 133).
Bringhurst's poems are "traces of the poet's joining in knowning" rather than merely observing the
elements of nature. Through an ecocentric style of writing, he changes the ego into eco with an intention
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of adopting a symbiotic coexistence that targets a model for "reinhabiting the planet" (Snyder as cited in
Sims, 2012, p. 285). Finally, his lyrics represent vital cognitive apparatuses that restore the human
species to its rightful place within the vast and many-voiced biotic community.
Theoretical Framework
This theoretical framework re-evaluates consciousness through the lens of cognitive biodiversity, which
is seen as a crucial paradigm shift in the environmental critical studies. The perspective transcends
human-centered, cerebrocentric or neurocentric models of intelligence that perceive consciousness as a
rare sphere of the human species.
Instead of identifying the mind as a "hermetically sealed" internal zone or a "wholly private interior"
(Abram, 2010, p. 155), cognitive biodiversity systemizes an ecological -systemic holism. Relying on the
biological phenomenology of Evan Thompson, the ecological sentience characterized by David Abram,
and ecopoetic theory, this model subverts the "Cartesian gap" between the human subject and the natural
object. According to the theory of the distributed mind, consciousness is redefined as an "extensive field
of relations-in-process"(Abram, 2010, p. 157). Under this paradigm, the mind is a ubiquitous immanent
property that permeates the entire biosphere (Ryan, 2018, p. 58).
A. Cognitive Biodiversity: The Distributed Mind
At the center of this theoretical framework lies the rejection of the dualistic prison house of the self.
Instead, the study argues that the mind represents a "real continuity between inorganic and organic
matter and between organic life and human consciousness" (Wanning, 2017, 59). Based on
Thompson's Mindin Life (2010) the mind is existed on a continuous spectrum without acknowledging
a categorical separation between it and life. Thompson argues that the cognitive structures emerge
from "recurrent sensorimotor patterns that enable action to perceptually guided" (2010, p. 173).
The importance of cognitive biodiversity lies in the fact that meaning is manifested and grounded
through physical bodies and their immediate surroundings without asserting it through a transcendental
and essential lens. The manifestation of cognition is recognized through three main biological
principles: the mind as an emergent organ, autopoiesis and self-creation, and cognitive evolution.
Martinez Serrano states that consciousness is a process of an "organismic property", which emerges
from integrated biological functions (2021, p. 215). On the other hand, Thompson argues that the mind
is "just as biological explicable — as natural — as any other organ, like the liver or the forepaw" (2010,
p. 61). Thompson's framework depends on the theory of autopoiesis (self-making), where living
systems produce the very elements that compose them (as cited in Martinez Serrano, 2021, p. 195). In
this context, human cognition is understood as a "dynamic accomplishment of the distributed
activities" of biological systems (Martinez Serrano, 2021, p. 216). Since the mind originates in
biological processes, its phylogeny can be traced through the species' accumulation of experience in
three-dimensional space over evolutionary time (Thompson, 2010, 62). In this regard, the individual
is seen, according to living entity shaped through thousands of passive reconciliations and biophysical
habits shared directly with the environment.
Based on this logic, the mind functions in the process of a modular and fragmented system. Cognitive
research indicates that what humans perceive as a "unitary" self actually corresponds to a "widely
distributed fragmentation in the brain" (Turner, 1996, p. 532). In postmodern studies, the fragmentation
is not seen as a failure of consciousness; on the contrary, it is an ecological feature. The modular mind
allows for "incommensurable readings" that are "genetically built into the brain," which resembles the
biodiversity found in natural ecosystems (Spolsky, 1993, p. 528).
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According to neurophenomenology, the distributed mind implies "time-plex human encounters with
nature," which upsets reductionistic concepts of temporality and states that human consciousness is a
by-product of specific environmental conditions (Thompson, 2010, p. 145). This model is associated
with the biological concept of "satisficing," where life seeks viable and relational becoming (Bogue,
2009, p. 151). Therefore, the correct unit of survival is the "organism plus environment", which ensures
the survival of ideas and cognitive programs within a network of differences (Thompson, 2010, p. 44).
The concept of the distributed mind replaces the monological ego with David Abram's
"Commonwealth of Breath." It is a framework that situationalizes the mind within the physical
atmosphere. For instance, Martinez Serrano points out that the air is the "medium of communication
and the dwelling" of a vast biotic community (2021, p. 8). Abram argues that this "sun-infused air is
our common medium, a broad intelligence that we share with the other animals and the plants" which
stands for the "implicit intermediary in all communication" (2014, pp. 305, 308). The idea of
acknowledging the shared atmosphere indicates that humans can step outside an appropriative stance
and recognize themselves as "organs of this world (Abram, 1997, 573).

Abram claims that the body is the "true subject of experience," and that the "sensuous and sentient life
of the body" lies at the essence of even the most abstract thoughts (1997, p. 45). Language itselfis thus
"born of our carnal participation in a world that already speaks to us at the most immediate level of
sensory experience" (Abram, 1997, p. 257).

Consciousness in this paradigm is an "intersubjective" relationship that interweave individual
phenomenal field into a "single phenomenal world or 'reality' " (Abram, 1997, p. 571). Rather than
existing as isolated subject, the "phenomenal field" contains many other bodies whose gesture and
movements disclose a "sacred web of connections" (Abram, 1997, p. 44). Within this web, the
embodied human mind is "sensuously immersed in the larger mesh of things," where the boundary
between self and non-self is not a hard division but a "porous line" (Abram, 1997, p. 257). Polk states
that the "symbiotic body" extends beyond the layer of skin and between species, which indicates
relationships of alliance and negotiation over autonomous mastery, while affirminga "solidarity with
this physical form" (2001, p. 61). Within the lens of incorporeal materialism, consciousness becomes
feeling of transition by nature that provides a spark of characterized self-experience that is implied
within the ecosystem.

The theoretical strands lead to the concept of cognitive biodiversity that identifies that nonhuman
entities, once relegated to the status of passive matter, possess their forms of agency and purposive
activity. In this state of biodiversity, the world is perceived within the lens of "perfused with signs,"
and meaning is the "organizing principle of nature" (Maran, 2021, p. 461). Through the biosemiotics,
all creatures, regadless of whether they possess a brain, partake in a universal "tree of meaning"
(Martinez Serrano, 2021, p. 265). Accordingly, the framework assumes an "ontological pluralism" that
admits a "democracy of inter-being," where multiple perspectives from both human and nonhuman
spheres interact harmoniously, without any single voice holding "homophonic sway" (Bringhurst,
2009, p. 36). Hence, the human mind is understood to be "nested within, and can reflect, and can
dialogue with, larger eco-mental processes" (Dickinson, 2015, p. 41).

To fully involve in these larger eco-mental processes, it is necessary to state that cognitive biodiversity
characterizes vegetal entities as cognitive that are capable of learning, remember and deciding (Ryan,
2018, p. 11). This extends to the concept of aneural memory which asserts that memory is not exclusive
to "brained organisms," rather, it is a "pulsation of all vibrant phenomenon," including plants and
inanimate objects alike (Ryan, 2018, p. 136). Within this expanded cognitive landscape, the human
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subject is redefined through transcorporeality as a "self-suffused with otherness". Martinez Serrano
argues that the human body, within this framework, is intermeshed with microscopic ecosystems and
1s highly permeable to the myriad "more-than-human worlds" that surround it (2021, p. 2).
Literature, and poetry in specific, is a crucial and vital "discursive environment" or ecosystem (Buell,
2005, p. 124). Biodiverse poetics employs narrative employs multi-voicedness (Woolf, as cited in
Kostkowska, 2013, p. 134). Thereby, the textual strategy is essentially ecological because it "models
a web of relationships of beings in a diverse ecosystem," that adopts a "symbiotic rather than
ecologically competitive coexistence" (Kostkowska, 2013, pp. 124, 137). The study aims to
demonstrate that protecting such cognitive and cultural diversity is a moral necessity for planetary
survival.

Ontological Pluralism and the Pluriverse

As the principles of cognitive biodiversity decenters human intelligence to recognize a distributed eco -
mental network of meaning, this process necessitates a corresponding move toward ontological
pluralism. Cognitive biodiversity affirms diverse biological and cultural entities that actively generate
meaning and naturally abandons the pursuit of a singular truth. Instead, it favors a reality that is
composed of multiple and incommensurable modes of being.

Ontological pluralism signifies a departure from the "modernist constitution," which foregrounded a
regime that institutionalized a single natural order and separated it from the social by establishing
universal ontological distinction between "things and humans (Latour, 2014, p. 11). It can be noticed
that the modern view reduced the world into a single anthropomorphic universe where diverse cultures
were different ways of looking at a single, objective "Nature" (Latour, 2014, p. 11). Ontological
pluralism rejects the traditional Western epistemological pluralism by positing that there are multiple
realities that are enacted through different cultural and biological practices.

Rather than assuming that language reflects a pre-existing objective reality, literature, in this paradigm,
is depicted as constructed of diverse theories and linguistic structures. To adequately map these co-
present realities, the universe must be redefined as a "pluriverse." Indigenous and decolonial critics
argue that the pluriverse is the "coexistence of multiple interconnected worlds" (Adamson et al., 2016,
p. 53). De la Cadena notes that the pluriverse recognizes the world as composed of "more than one
socionatural formation" (2010, p. 360). It can be noticed that this conceptual framework subverts the
centered, singular worldview with an indefinite, non-centred sphere of fluid and linguistic events.
One of the primary characteristics of the pluriverse is its insistence on coexistence and simultaneity,
which envisions a "world where many worlds fit" (Adamson et al., 2016, p. 54). Instead of a single,
globalized nature controlled by exclusively rationalist science, pluriverse favors a multinatural
worldview. Viveiros de Castro states that pluriverse implies a corporeal diversity where different kinds
of "subjects" or "persons", including animals and plants, apprehend reality from distinct perspectives
(As cited in Monani & Adamson, 2016, p. 226). According to Heith (2024, p. 389) and Russo (2024,
p. 28), many indigenous ontologies posit that the environment consists of "sentient beings" where
plants, animals and even geographic features are considered as persons or kin.

It is crucial to note that pluriverse reshapes reality through relationality. According to critics,
relationality is an emergent effect of interdependencies where components are "con-constituted"
through relations (Adamson et al.,, 2016, p. 167). De la Cadena calls this relational matrix
"equivocation," which is a state of being "more than one but less than two" that firmly rejects totalizing
oneness while diagnosing the problems of binary structures (2010, p.360). On this base, pluriverse is
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seen as an ongoing process of "building worlds — alongside if not necessarily with — those working
from wholly different blueprints (Stengers, as cited in Monani & Adamson, 2016, p. 139).

Studying literary text, through the pluriverse lens, requires a critical refusal to the long-lived Western
cosmology, the "Great Chain of Being." As a Pre-Enlightenment and Enlightenment scheme, it
imposed a rigid vertical and spiritual taxonomy on the environment through classifying species from
the "inorganic" to the "rational human" and finally to the divine (Borlik, 2010, p. 27). Arguably, this
classification, which is viewed as both an "ontological scheme and a moral order"l(Crist, 2018, p. 736),
was coined to label human exceptionalism and sanction human dominance over the rest of the planet
(Borlik, 2010, p. 27). By comprehending nature as a passive, soulless mechanism adhering to utilitarian
goals to serve the rational human subject, social inequalities were naturalized by this hierarchical
system that blazed the way for Western instrumentalism. Crist (2018) claims that the natural world is
problematically reduced to mere "natural resources" (p. 736).

On the contrary to the anthropocentric cosmology, contemporary critical thinking and environmental
humanities propose a flat ontology or according to Borlik (2010) a "democracy od inter-being" (p. 28).
It remolds the vertical chain into a horizontal ecological web, where human subjectivity is resituated
in non-human nature rather than artificially elevated above it (Roberts, as cited in Borlik, 2010, p. 28).
Crucially, this involves collapsing the rigid subject-object binary. By treating all components, where
a person, a stone, or a flower, as equal natural presences, literature collapses the distance between the
natural environment and society (Morton, 2007, p. 154). Gray (2023) point out that subjects are viewed
simply as additional objects independent of their relation to human desire (p. 467).

The subversion of the dichotomies between the subject and the object, human and animal, and spirit
and matter initiates a "zoe-egalitarian turn" (Moratto, Pesaro, & Chao, 2022, p. xix) which expands
critical studies by acknowledging that all vital entities possess what Borlik (2010) calls "quasi-agency"
(p- 13). It means everything that faces us "has an inside, and what has an inside is alive" and sentient
(Foltz, as cited in Borlik, 2010, p. 74). This conceptual turn opens the space for a more "equitable
relationship with animals" and other organisms without granting humanity a master hierarchy over the
nonhuman world (Martinez Serrano & Gédmez-Fernandez, 2021, p. 6).

The significance of ontological pluralism for contemporary literary studies arguably lies in its ability to
take the text into an active level of "poietic world-making event" (Czemiel, 2024, p. 95). Pluralism
enables the authors to explicitly "erode patriarchal domination" and critically question and resist the
pervasive "logic of domination" over the natural world (Kostkowska, 2013, pp. 1, 5). To create an
ontological atmosphere, multicentric pluralism must replace the singular "androcentric master
narrative" so that the diverse, non-authoritarian voices are given the space to express their identities.
Kostkowska (2013) claims that the multiplicity of perspectives is the gateway for an "ecological
polyphony" found in natural ecosystems (p. 116).

The pluralistic theorizing indicates that reading itself is a biopolitical and ecological performance.
Borlik states that polyphonic language triggers a process of "neuro-reclamation" that mainly rewires
the brain's neural pathways (2010, p. 14). By the process of cognitive rewiring, the ingrained
grammatical structures are unsettled. Human perception of nature as passive is filtered and facilitates a
significant psychological shift into a symbiotic eco consciousness. Recognizing the other as an equal
agent in a holistic cosmos, literature becomes a critical forum for planetary stewardship. This theorizing
claims that it protects cultural, linguistic and biological diversity to ensure a moral necessity for human
survival.
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Ontological pluralism has emerged as a contested and generative paradigm in contemporary ecological
discourse that reconceives the literary text as what Zapf (2017) calls an "ecological force" able to
recycle a community's imaginative resources toward a project of "reinhabiting the planet" (p. 145).
While Bergthaller (2014, as cited in Castree et al., 2018) posit that the paradigmatic reorientation moves
scholarship decisively beyond superficial nature-representation toward embracing "dense web of
material relations in which all things are enmeshed" (p. 381). What is less contestable, however, is the
functional significance attributed to such pluriversal narratives; as Clark (2019) contends, literature
cultivates "scalar literacy" which is the capacity to sustain multiple, contradictory readings of a single
text in productive balance (p. 38); it is a cognitive attitude that Goodbody (2007) considers as
indispensable to fostering "plural perspectives and dynamic interrelationships" necessary for planetary
survival (p. 27).

To ground the above theoretical assertion regarding scalar literary and the pluriverse, it is significant to
investigate how these ecological and pluralistic features manifest with specific poetic approach. If
literature is to actualize as a discursive ecosystem that subverts human dominance, scholarship must
examine the formal and linguistic techniques used to achieve remineralization. The following section
analyzes how Bringhurst poems enact ontological pluralism and how lyric space is perceived as a
symbiotic web of more-than-human relations.

Decentering the Human in Bringhurst’s Lyric Ecology

Bringhurst's poetic project is seen as a site of radical resistance and a corrective lyrical ecology. Defined
through the lens of ecopoetics, the section attempts to demonstrate that Bringhurst's poems subvert the
Cartesian dualism by restoring the ecological bond through a sustained "poetics of hearing" (Martinez
Serrano, 2021, p. 44). According to Bringhurst, "poetry is the language of being;" it is an attribute of
reality that exists in the voices of all species, rather than human possession (2006, pp. 44-45). By
overthrowing the human from his conqueror position and repositioning him in the chain of the biotic
community, the study shows that Bringhurst advocates for a multicentric pluralism.

Central to the world-building framework is the concept of Cognitive Biodiversity. To demonstrate how
these ecological concepts are materialized in poetry, the following section analyzes Bringhurst's
"Conversations with a Toad" (1987), uses a three-voice polyphonic structure, Homo sapiens, Homo
narrans, and the silent Bufo boreas, to enact an ontological pluralism that challenges human
exceptionalism.

The Plurality of Being and Aneural Memory: "Conversation with a Toad"

From the opening lines, Bringhurst's "Conversation with a Toad" enacts a structural and ontological
provocation that establishes a triadic hierarchy of voices, "Homo sapiens (11-point type)/ Homo narrans
(10-point type)/ Bufo boreas (silent throughout)" (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 313). From the very beginning,
Bringhurst destabilizes the anthropocentric assumption upon which such a hierarchy rest.

The poem's gesture is one of radical mutual indifference "The toad may listen/ or he may not. That,
perhaps, / is not the man's concern" (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 314). It is a formulation that constitutes what
Huggan and Tiffin (2010) recognize as the recognition of the nonhuman as a "self-standing agent"
inhabiting its own subjective life-world, irreducible to the support structures of human narrative (p. 13).
Bringhurst opposes the "Great Chain of Being" and articulates flat ontology, in which each being
occupies a coexistent register of experience.

The poem's opening reveals the degree to which human mythographic culture terms the influence of
thought on the material object. The legends of the three-legged crow and the rabbit in the moon are
offered, the speaker asserts, "Not for the toad, no, but for us" (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 314). The speaker's
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confession shows how human storytelling builds what Buell (1995) describes as "mythographies of
betrayed Edens," while the nonhuman world persists as a "recalcitrant reality" (p. 37) indifferent to such
projections.

It can be understood that the confession triggers a reorientation that is structurally progressive across
the sections of the poem. By the end of Section I, the speaker realizes that these legends "don't have
much to do / with us, with me, with you" (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 315) and admits he should have "told
them to the toad" (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 316). The zoe-egalitarian turn is apparent in these lines as the
speaker shifts his address from the human audience to the nonhuman being which marks a disruption
of the very distance between speaker and auditor upon which lyric convention constructs. Whether the
shift constitutes an ontological decentering or remains, a rhetorical performance that re-inscribes human
agency in the act of relinquishing it, is a conflict the poem sustains rather than resolves.

It is, however, in Bringhurst's formal treatment of the toad's silence that his lyric ecology achieves its
most philosophical demanding and formally innovative dimension. The toad's silence is treated as an
active semiotic force: "the silence of the toad/ are most important — I mean / the most meaningful —
parts of the poem" (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 314). It can be seen that Bringhurst does not treat the silence
is an absence, rather, it is presence in a non-verbal register, "filling the dark shells / of all the man's ears
and the spaces / between his sentences" (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 314), which infiltrates and reshapes the
syllables and "wrinkled, stretched and invisible skins" of human language (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 315).
The reader is forced to process the simultaneous presence of a silent, non-verbal agency that neither
confirms nor denies meaning but inhabits it, which extends what Morton (2007) terms "the collapse of
the distance between human and animal" (p. 154) from the level of theme to the level of perceptual
experience itself. In this light, the toad's silence becomes the poem's most radical assertion that a poetics
adequate to the Anthropocene must learn to attend, humbly, to what it cannot say.

Based on the assertion that the toad's silence is perceived as a semiotic force, Section II of the poem
examines the amphibian as a "territorial recorder" to elucidate the mechanics of trans-corporeality
(Martinez Serrano, 2021, p. 443). In this section, Bringhurst portrays the toad as a "Toothless carnivore,
unarmed hunter" whose ascetic biology demands an intimate fusion with its ecosystem: "So few bones,
toad, you must know / how to count them and give them away" (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 316). By describing
a biological component that "lets in the weather, taking / your temperature from the world," (Bringhurst,
2011, p. 316), the poem demonstrates a literalization of the distributed mind.

The toad's capacity to "swallow your own skin" and "pluck dinner, / still living, out of the air"
(Bringhurst, 2011, p. 316) signifies a mind that is inseparable from the material functions of survival.
It can noticed that the biological phenomenology posits that there is no "dividing line between the living
and the nonliving" (Buell, 2005, p. 137). In the end, the toad's silence is a form of mindless mastery
which is a kind of physiological "plant-thinking" that systemizes the amphibian as an active "cognitive
entity" (Ryan, 2018, p. 156).

To develop the argument further, Bringhurst's main concern with aneural memory emerges when he
depicts the toad as one "Who unthinks what others have thought, / unreads what is read, unwrites what
is written" (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 316). In its unmediated relation with reality, the toad actively undoes
the abstractions humans impose on the world, which gestures towards an ecological state of "knowing,
not owning" (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 225). This unthinking illustrates a mode of cognition that resist
human discursive logic and linear time which mirrors the "aneural " models which asserts that memory
impressions are "pulsations" existent in all matter, not exclusively in brains (Bose, as cited in Ryan,
2018, p. 1470). By treating the "silence of the toad" as "earth scripts," which are signs that need no
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verbal tradition to signify being, the poem redefines that toad as a rememberer of the evolutionary
history that diminishes the human record.
This radical "unthinking" illustrates amode of cognition that powerfully resists human discursive logic
and linear time. Arguably, it mirrors the "aneural" models of Jagadish Chandra Bose, who asserted that
memory impressions are "pulsations" inherent in all matter, not exclusively in brains (Ryan, 2018, p.
147). By treating the “silences of the toad” as "earth scripts"—signs that need no verbal tradition to
signify being—the poem redefines the toad as a "distinct rememberer" of an evolutionary history that
precedes and strictly exceeds the human record (Martinez Serrano, 2021, pp. 53, 421).
Bringhurst's decentering of the human subject reaches the climax in Section IV of the poem, where
Bringhurst executes one of his most philosophical moves by presenting a declarative destabilization of
the Western self. Renouncing the Cartesian solipsism, he writes: "The mind is the other. The mind/ is a
long complication of water. The mind/ is time, space and all creatures. The mind is the world"
(Bringhurst, 2011, p. 318). Perceiving the mind as water, the entrenched divide between the mind and
matter collapses, which illustrates trans-corporeality; it is the recognition that humans are intermeshed
with the nonhuman world.
Bringhurst indicates that "what we are not/ is all we can think with" (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 318). Through
a pluralistic framework, human thought is structurally dependent on the otherness of the nonhuman.
The poem literalizes what contemporary cognitive science terms the "extended mind" though depicting
the toad as a "toothless carnivore" and "unarmed hunter" whose body "lets in the weather, taking/ your
temperature from the world" (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 318). It can be seen that the biological porosity is
crucial to Bringhurst's broader argument, which implies that intelligence precedes and exceeds the
neural structures through which human culture has monopolized the concept of mind.
If the first sections of the poem subvert the human monopoly on mind, the subsequent sections extend
this argument into the fields of language, time, and intersubjective relations. These fields that the
Western humanist tradition has guarded as exclusively human. The resultis a poetics in which silence
becomes a form of speech, geological time becomes a form of memory, and the nonhuman body
becomes the very medium through which human intimacy is made possible.
Central to this argument is the poem's depiction of the taod's constitutive silence. Bringhurst registers
the creature as "Bufo boreas (silent throughout)" (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 313), yet this register functions
less as ataxonomic observation than as a philosophical provocation. Silence becomes an active semiotic
process that stands for the earth scripts, which requires no verbal tradition to signify being. Through
such reading, the Cartesian linguistic assumption is disrupted and meaning is not exclusively
coextensive with articulate speech. The toad becomes what Schuster (2015) calls an "eco-
consciousness" (p. 49), and the human speaker's act of listening to it constitutes a recognition that the
toad is a "cognitive entity" which operates through what Marder (2013) terms "plant-thinking," a non-
ideational, proprioceptive awareness (p. 10).
The temporal and semiotic decentering is deepened in the poems sections VI and VII, where Bringhurst
situates the toad within geological deep time to trace its lineage to the "blank rock of Precambrian time"
(Bringhurst, 2011, p. 320). Here, aneural memory is a material reality, preserved in the "old proteins and
sugars as signatures" left by "the earliest creatures" (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 320). While human
"chronicles" remain "filled with our griefs and achievements," the toad embodies a "plurality of being"
that has endured for eons at "less distance from being" (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 320), which acts, as
Dickinson (2015) refers to, as a "navigational compass" for rejoining the ecology of consciousness (p.
19). The geological perspective can be seen as nostalgic; rather, it is diagnostic. Bringhurst's warning
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that human "invincible greed" is producing a "dead silence" and an "absolute/ absence of meaning"
(Bringhurst, 2011, p. 323). Here, the poem's meditation on the toad is reframed as an ecological
argument. To silence the toad, whether literally or figuratively, is to sever access to a form of memory
and meaning that no human archive can replace.

The poem's most provocative claim arrives in section IX, where Bringhurst writes "all the roads from a
man to a woman ... / lead through the nonhuman" (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 322). These lines insists that
human relational bonds are mediated by biological kinship with the nonhuman world, including "the
bones and the horns and the bodies / and bowels of dead animals" through which human beings literally
"speak to each other" (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 322). These lines are identified with Aldo Leopold's (1949)
"land ethic," which repositions Homo sapiens from "conqueror of the land-community to plain member
and citizen of it" (as cited in Garrard, 2004, p. 56), but Bringhurst goes further: the nonhuman is not
merely a community to which humans belong but the very substrate through which human meaning is
generated and transmitted. Taken together, the poem's interlocking arguments, distributed cognition,
aneural memory, the semiotic of silence, the deep time of biological kinship, constitute a single and
coherent debatable thesis that the human is not the origin of human but its most forgetful expression.
What the poem achieves with demonstrable formal rigor is the creation of what Losasso (2023) terms a
"clearing," which is a discursive space in which "the nature of being" is unconcealed rather than
appropriate (p. 221) by deploying, as Cimen (2023) argues, "the force of human language against the
grain" (p. 337) of its anthropocentric conventions. In this respect, "Conversation with a Toad" does not
thematize interspecies kinship as a Romantic idea; it performs it as a biological and ontological reality,
one whose formal instantiation in the triadic voice structure, the graduated typographical hierarchy, and
the semiotic elevation of the toad's silence above the legibility of human speech constitutes a
"participation in being" (Cecchin, 2016, p. 1) rather than a representation of it.

By treating the poem as a "sensorium" for the human species, Zapf (2006) posits, such work restores a
biophilic memory of shared existence that Cartesian epistemology has systematically suppressed (p. 57);
and it is this restorative function, which operates simultaneously at the cognitive, ethical, and formal
level, that positions Bringhust's lyric ecology as a contribution to the environmental humanities that
exceeds the boundaries of literary scholarship proper.

Trans-corporeality and Overlapping Ontologies: "Ursa Minor"

If "Conversation with a Toad" enacts ontological pluralism through the formal resources of polyphonic
voice and the semiotic weight of nonhuman silence, his "Ursa Minor" extends this lyric ecology into a
structurally more ambitious terrain. It demonstrate that "whole ontologies can pass through one another"
(Dickinson, 2015, p. 43) without hierarchy, erasure, or assimilation. The Anthropocene crisis that
underwrites both poetic projects is, as Keller (2017) argues, a "reflexive, critical, and often anxious
awareness" of the devastating consequences of human planetary dominance (p. 2).

The critical question that "Ursa Minor" forces is whether Bringhurst's lyric ecology can extend this
decentering beyond the intimate, dyadic encounter of human and amphibian toward a cosmological
pluralism and whether poetry possesses the formal resources to enact such a scalar expansion without
reinscribing the sovereign mastery it seeks to dismantle.

The biocentric ethics is demonstrated in the poetic suite "Ursa Minor," which gathers the monologues
from his larger polyphonic work, "Ursa Major." Here Bringhurst uses the "structural conceit that whole
ontologies can pass through one another" to systematically dismantle vertical species hierarchies and
reject the "Great Chain of Being" (Martinez Serrano, 2021, p. 163). To accomplish this, the poem
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engages in "cultural bi-focalism," which is a pluralistic paradigm where no single system of thought is
given epistemological precedence over another (Weldt-Basson, 2010, p. 6).
By weaving together the Greco-Roman tradition, through referencing the Ovidian metamorphosis of
Arcas into the Little Bear, with Cree narratives of the bear as both a celestial and earthly ancestor,
Bringhust elucidates an overlapping, non-hierarchical ontology. "Ursa Minor" subverts the
anthropocentric narrative by demanding a recognition that "everything is connected to everythingelse,"
thereby realizing the ontological porosity strictly for repairing the severed ecological bond" (Commoner,
as cited in Borlik, 2010, p. 21).
The title of the poem alludes to the Greco-Roman tradition through the Ovidian metamorphoses of
Callisto and Arcas into bears, which are classical precedents of transformation that effectively "scramble
the ontological divide between articulate human subject and a mute, passive landscape" (Borlik, 2010,
pp. 12, 208). Bringhurst critically investigates the limitations of this classical tradition, wherein
metamorphosis is depicted as a "grotesque" punishment or a tragic "estrangement" from humanity
(Wood & Dickinson, 2015, p. 242). In the first section of the poem, Bringhurst presents Ovid's account
as damaged fragments of an anthropocentric worldview where assuming an animal form equates to a
loss of beauty.
The first section of "Ursa Minor," titled "ARCTURUS," is an ontological prologue that achieves what
Martinez Serrano describes as the "interpretive compass" for the entire suite (2021, p. 129). Bringhurst
sets the narrative within a highly specific North American ecotone of the "Saskatchewan prairie,/ in the
country of the Sweetgrass Cree" (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 325). By positioning the classical son of Zeus and
Callisto in this localized landscape, Bringhurst restages the primal encounter between Indigenous and
non-Indigenous civilization (Dickinson, 2021, p. 131).
Arcturus opens the section by initiating a cognitive recalibration with deceptive simplicity, "Perfectly
simple. One of the ones in the sky / wanted one of the ones on the ground" (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 326).
These lines categorize beings into two ontological worlds: the detached, divine power of the sky as
represented by Zeus, and the mortal, material vulnerability of the ground as represented by Callisto and
other earthly life forms. Through using what Peter Sanger terms the "unexalted vernacular of Canadian
prairie English," Bringhurst strips away the exalted, theological tone of classical myth (as cited in
Martinez Serrano, 2021, p. 181). It can be noticed that the linguistic choice is significant for a specific
ecocritical purpose. It subverts the Cartesian gap between the perceiving human subject and the
perceived natural object, which presents the intersection between the divine and the material as an
unavoidable biological interaction.
Bringhurst's "Ursa Minor" most philosophically and consequentially subverting of species structures
occurs in Section IV, where Arcturus delivers a visionary universal revelation, saying:

Humans can eat and sleep with gods,

and bear their children. Still, they can be just a breath away

from being rocks and trees and wolves and deer

and bears and stars and darkness. (Bringhurst, 2011, pp. 331-332)
These lines define human identity through the lens of liminal condition restricted in the form of being
rather than perceiving him as sovereign or privileged ontological stance. The metaphor of the "breath
away" clearly refers to Abram's (2010) "Commonwealth of Breath." The human is merely a porous
membrane between the eternal and the forgotten.
The liminal condition of human identity is structurally emphasized in Section VII's Split Chorus, where
Bringhurst distributes the classical elements across species boundaries: "The voices of the gods are water;
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/ ours are air; their bodies / fire; ours are water" (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 334). In these lines, Bringhurst
demonstrates that all entities are composed of the same classical elements, where all existing beings are
part of one another. The anatomical revelation of these lines expresses a biological evidence that beneath
the surface differentiation of species lies a shared corporeality that renders the boundaries between human
and nonhuman unstable.
The elemental attentiveness reaches its most programmatic expression in the lines where the speaker
invokes "Air, earth, water, fire, be here / to rebuild what we destroy" (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 336). By
invoking the four elements of nature as active agents, Bringhurst moves beyond the view of nature as a
passive representational backdrop and grants it distributive agency. The verb "rebuild" performs an act
of ecological accountability that acknowledges human destruction while situation the human species as a
dependent participant in an elemental community it did not create and cannot govern. Through Arcturus's
awakening to the "relativity of his parent culture" (Wood & Dickinson, 2015, p. 232), Bringhurst calls
for a decentered awareness, which is a cognitive reorientation in which knowing in the world displaces
owning it, and in which the human species reclaim its humble position within the "Commonwealth of
Breath."
The elemental ontology that "Ursa Minor" establishes through its invocation of air, earth, water, and fire
finds its most formally inventive extension in the Section "Split Chorus" of the poem. In this section,
Bringhurst performs trans-corporeality through the material history of language itself. The opening lines,
he writes:
Merak and Dubhe, the lip of the dipper,
Al-Miraqq means the place
the dugs of the Bear, point to the pole,
that is tender: the loins. (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 332)
Here, Bringhurst initiates the recognition that material phenomena whose significance cannot be
separated from the languages through which they are recognized. By recovering the Arabic
etymologies of A/-Mirdgqq (the loins) and Dubb (bear) from beneath the Western astronomical
designation of the "Dipper," Bringhurst proves that the stars have never been the inert, distant object
that Cartesian cosmology required them to be. They are what Martinez Serrano (2021) calls "meaning-
bearing entities" that possess biological weight (p. 125).
The trans-corporeal connection between human anatomy and celestial body reaches its tragic and
philosophically devastating culmination in this section, where the overlapping ontologies collapse
into a single move of violence Bringhurst present Arcturus as "the man" and "the cub" (Arkas), while
the target of his spear is simultaneously "the Bear" and "his mother" (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 332). This
tangled structure establishes a simultaneous overlap of intimacy and separation, which renders the
poem's center ontologically collapsed. It is important to note that this is not a paradoxical condition
to be resolved, rather, it is a structural position to be inhabited, where the human subject and animal
object are revealed to be the same through the bond of kinship.
"Ursa Minor" demonstrates that trans-corporeality and overlapping ontologies are constitutive formal
and philosophical logic of Bringhurst's lyric ecology itself. The poem systematically subverts every
boundary upon which anthropocentric hierarchy depends, such as the boundary between species,
between cosmologies, and between the intimate and the cosmic. In this respect, "Ursa Minor"
contributes to the environmental humanities as an independent site of epistemological production. It
is a poem that thinks and demands its readers a transformation of the perceptual and ethical habits
through which they inhabit a world they do not make and cannot, without catastrophic consequences.
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The significance of this contribution lies in its insistence that ontological pluralism as the poem's
structural logic demonstrates an indispensable cognitive condition of the ecological survival.
Biosemiotics and Non-Hierarchical Agency: "All Night Wood"
If "Ursa Minor" enacts ontological pluralism through the tragic collapse of the hunter-hunted binary
and the revelation of trans-corporeal kinship, "All Night Wood" extends Bringhurst's lyric ecology
into a more intimate but equally radical register. It is the biosemiotics life of the forest itself. Where
"Ursa Minor" demands a reckoning with the ethical consequences of forgetting interspecies kinship
at the cosmological scale, "All Night Wood" performs the same decentering at the level of everyday
perception. It positions the "small civilizations" of insects as active participants of the "poetics of
hearing," which is a sustained commitment to transcribing the non-verbal wisdom of the nonhuman
as a challenge to the Western tradition that privileges human agency above all others (Martinez
Serrano, 2021, pp. 43-44). In his "The Focal Length of Fuel," Bringhurst writes "the forest was not
just the first/ but the last and the only / civilization" (2011, p. 348). His perception of nature is not a
Romantic idealization; rather, it is an epistemological provocation that repositions the forest in the
lens of an active biosemiotics context.
"All Night Wood" lies in what Bringhurst (2006) terms the foundational premise of his entire poetic
project that "poetry is the language of being ... it does not need us. We are in need of it" (p. 44). This
formulation presents a reversal of the anthropocentric logic of the Anthropocene's "epistemological
fallacy" that has institutionalized. Rather than positioning poetry as a human instrument applied to
natural subjects, it reconstitutes the literary text as a site of ecological listening in which the human
speaker is the dependent party (Goodbody, 2007, p. 5).
By granting the forest's insect communities the status of "meaning-making" agents (Martinez Serrano,
2021, p. 470), "All Night Wood" treats the nonhuman as a being possessed of "inherent agency and
signifying power" (Bate, 2000, p. 283). Such a recognition demands a reader with ontological
humility. The poem present an irreducible critical question: whether such humility can cultivated
through the act of reading. Conversely, the poem's very articulation of human agency mat simply
reinstate the human as the mediating consciousness through which that agency becomes legible. This
is the central paradox of "All Night Wood," which Bringhurst lyrical ecology, at its most rigorous,
refuses to answer on the reader's behalf.
Building upon this cognitive recalibration, "All Night Wood" opens by granting immediate
communicative agency to the invertebrate. Bringhurst writes: "The crickets are talking, / the termites
are dancing" (2011, p. 355). The use of personification does not aim to anthropomorphize the
nonhuman. Instead, it elicits their natural abilities for address and sensibility. The characterization of
the insect's sounds as "talking", Bringhurst invokes the biosemiotics principle that "all things have the
capacity for speech" (Abram, 2010, p. 172). This idea mirrors the understanding that all living
creatures "tell evolutionary stories" and are involved in semiotic exchange (McKusick, 2000, p. 15).
The "dancing" of the termites depicts a corporeal semiosis. Here, meaning is inscribed through
ritualistic movement, which acknowledges the "sensuous and sentient life of the body" as the true
subject of experience (Abram, 1997, p. 45). Bringhurst demonstrates that even supposedly mute
creatures communicate through great material communities.
The poem observes:

the winged ones that do

their off-center pirouettes in the air

and make love and make
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small civilizations. What

is a civilization but

love laid down in a skein? (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 355)

Here, the biosemiotic framework is culminated in a radical zoo-egalitarian perception that subverts
human exceptionalism. The "off-center pirouettes" indicate a distinct, nonhuman aesthetic which
functions independently of human tradition. The categorizing insect life-cycle as actual "small
civilization," Bringhurst clearly rejects the Enlightenment humanist perception that only human
possess culture. On the contrary, he widens the concept of the social in include the entire ecosphere.
These lines scramble the ontological divide between the articulate verbal human and a verbless
passive entity.

Bringhurst, through the rhetorical questions, "What / is a civilization" redefines civilization which
moves away from the hollow milestones of technocracy and the colonial urge to conquer. Moving
away from human techne, the definition becomes biocentric, which anchors itself within an
interconnected web of relations. The "skein" implies a distributed mind woven through continuous
reciprocity within the universe. It refers to a braided rhythmic structure that physically resemble his
polyphonic poetics. It can be understood from these lines that civilization is an emergent property of
relationality rather than a human architectural triumph.

The biosemiotic "skein" of civilization that Bringhurst weaves through the insects' collective labor
and aerial choreography finds its most philosophically concentrated expression in the poem's second
stanza, where the activity of the nonhuman is redefined as an irreducible biological imperative: "what
they spell in the air ... is not / what they know but what cannot / be helped" (Bringhurst, 2011, p.
355). The distinction between conscious knowledge and biological necessity is significant as it locates

"

the insects' "spelling" in the compulsion of living matter itself. It is what Bringhurst (2006) identifies
as "a language before language" (p. 32) which is a form of meaning-making that precedes and exceeds
human discursive knowledge. Whether attributing "spelling" to insects remains a biosemiotics gesture
or an anthropomorphism that reinstates the human as the interpretive center of nonhuman expression.
The poem achieves its most expansive ontological claim in the phrase "writing on air," which connects
the insects' biological activity to what is identified as the "Commonwealth of Breath." By equating
"writing on air" with the inevitabilities of "living" and "dying," Bringhurst places nonhuman agency
on a horizontal scale with human history. The ontological presence itself becomes expressive. The
"writing on air" that the insects perform is not an analogue of human composition but its origin. It is
a recognition that repositions the human poet as a latecomer who listens at the edge of a conversation
the forest has always been conducting.

The last stanza presents the most consequential reversal of the anthropocentric logic that "All Night
Wood" has been systematically dismantling the human "we," which is quietly absorbed into the same
"unfinished weaving" that the insects have been practicing all along. "We are what we dream of /
music and truth / and some unfinished weaving" (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 355) is a statement of
ontological equivalence rather than human elevation. The aspirations toward "music and truth" that
Western humanism has historically deployed to distinguish the human from the nonhuman are
revealed to be continuous with the "singing" and "dancing" of the termites and crickets, not
categorically superior to them.

The last lines, the "fire / to last until morning" carry more ethical weight. This fire redefines human
purpose of humble maintenance of conditions in which other lives, human and nonhuman alike, can
continue. The human is thereby restored to the rightful place of a simple entity of the biotic sphere.
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The poem's ending offers a necessary guide for the shared, multi-species weaving through the perilous
world of the Anthropocene.

"All Night Wood" is a poem about an ecological survival technique as it functions simultaneously at
the ethical, political and epistemological levels through celebrating the small civilizations of the forest
as self-disclosing nature text. In this poem, Bringhurst dismantles the traditional premise of human
exceptionalism and gives recognition to the material world to communicate in its own evolutionary
history without human mediation.

Temporal Scaling and Necro-Ecological Realities: '"At Last"

Where "All Night Wood" is understood as an ontological humility through the biosemiotic agency of
the forest's smallest inhabitants, "At Last" extends Bringhurst's lyric ecology into its most temporally
ambitious register, which confronts the intellectual crisis of the Anthropocene. The poem situates
human existence between the "mirror of the air" and "the mirror of the earth" (Bringhurst, 2011, p.
353). Altering the perspective is significant for confronting the natural world's ecological disaster
caused by modern industry.

The "mirror" metaphor, which is the poem's main device, represents a site of ontological pluralism
that forces the human to confront modes of being existing outside the narrow temporal window of
industrial modernity. The "heart that are / faster than yours" in the "mirror of the air" (Bringhurst,
2011, p. 353) evoke the high-frequency metabolism of birds and insects, creatures whose life cycles
illustrates what Gerrard (2004) identifies as the "teaming, burgeoning" reality that human taxonomy
struggles to contain (p. 95). On the other hand, he "hearts the go / slower and slower" in the "mirror
of the earth" (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 353) represent the transition into geological deep time where
ancient geological formations preserve the chemical traces of early life.

By juxtaposing these extreme biological and geological temporalities, the poem decenters human
biological time. The "mirror" metaphor proves that nature is never merely a passive standing reserve
for human use. Instead it represents a reflective surface exposing the "ultimate finitude of the human
condition" and humanity's status as a highly transient species (Ryan, 2018, p. 192). The realization,
according to Borlik (2010), demands a "participation mystique," which acknowledges that humanity
is rooted to earth (p. 75).

Having forced the deep-time scales of geological and biological existence, "At Last" moves from
temporal abstraction to the harrowing material history of North American with a precision that
transforms the poem's lyric ecology into a necro-ecological indictment:

Did you suppose, after

the last Boethuk died,

that the cod and the lobster

would feed you forever? (Bringhurst, 2011, p. 353)

By alluding to the Boethuk, the Indigenous people of Newfoundland driven to extinction by colonial
violence and resource competition, Bringhurst links genocide and ecocide as inseparable
consequences of the same "logic of domination" Leopold, as cited in Garrard, 2004, p. 56), which
solidifies what TallBear (as cited in Fiedorczuk et al., 2023) describes as "Failed Settler Kinship,"
wherein the "decimation of humans and nonhumans has gone hand in hand" (p. 322). The Beothuk
extinction is not a detached historical document but what Fiedorczuk et al. (2023) term a "noxious
materiality" that haunts the present ecological state (p. 13).

By questioning whether the cod and lobster would feed humanity forever, Bringhurst subverts the
Enlightenment fantasy of nature as an "inexhaustible stockpile" (McKusick, 2000, p. 15), which
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exposes the grim mathematics of ecological condition, which is consumed by industrial societies.
This demonstrates that once the "last" of any lineage is gone, whether human or nonhuman, the
collapse of the biotic community that sustained it becomes inevitable.

Bringhurst's paradox "The dead are dying / of thirst, and the living/ are dying of eating" (Bringhurst,
2011, p. 353), emphasizes the grim mathematics of ecological overshoot and what Morton (2010)
calls the thanatopolitics of late capitalism (p. 17). The concept of "dying of eating" critiques a parasitic
global economy where consumption becomes annihilative rather than nutritive. Such an insatiable
appetite forces the trans-corporeal absorption of toxin, which turns the human body into a casualty of
extractive capitalism.

The "dead dying of thirst" reveals deep environmental injustice. The line shows that extractive greed
disproportionately devastates disenfranchised populations and the nonhuman world, which reduces
the environment to a modern wasteland. Bringhurst warns that the disappearance of the "ones who
have never / been born" signifies a failure of intergenerational stewardship. He aims to state that by
violating the vital ecological balance between the living and the dead, humanity forecloses its future,
abandoning behind on a used-up reality.

The thanatpolitics of consumption that "At Last" exposes in the living finds its most ethically
devastating extension in the way the poem treats those who have not yet arrived. The last three lines
of'the poem, "The ones who have never / been born, and for whom / we exist, are at last/ disappearing"
(Bringhurst, 2011, p. 353), show how the disappearance of the unborn is a direct consequence of
"ecological imperialism", which is the systematic consumption of the plant's natural capital in ways
that ensure (DeLoughrey, 2011, p. 241). Bringhurst invokes Indigenous futurity alongside ecological
diversity to enact a memory-justice which functions to resist the erasure of both the extinct and the
unborn. These lines identify the misanthropocene reality that human survival is an interspecies
relation and that the elimination of other species prevents the conditions of human existence.

It can be noted that "At Last" represents what Schuster (2023) terms a "memento-mori" for the
Anthropocene (p. 208), which is according to Borlik (2010), is an "ecological dirge" (p. 100) that
demands an ontological humility. It is a condition of survival rather than a philosophical preference.
The poem does not present consolation but calibration. It uses the resources of the lyric to measure
the human against geological and biological scales that renders anthropocentric solipsism not
untenable but lethal.

Bringhurt (2018) claims that humanity is not the "lord of beings" but a "momentary blip" in an earth
biography that may soon find human presence dispensable (p. 17). Humanity must recognize its place
within the "Commonwealth of Breath." The contribution of Bringhurst's "At Last" to the
environmental humanities lies in its rejection of aestheticizing this condition. The poem does not
make ecological catastrophe beautiful but makes it legible. It forces the reader to confront, with the
precision of a mirror held to geological time, the full consequences of a civilization that has
misunderstood the ability to cope with the world, and lacked the wisdom to enhance it.

Conclusion

The study demonstrates that the poems examined constitute a coherent and formally rigorous poetic
project whose significance for environmental humanities extends well beyond their individual lyric
achievements. Taken collectively, they show that Bringhurst's "lyric ecology" is not a thematic
orientation as much as it is a structural praxis. It is a formal dismantling of the Cartesian dualism that
reduced the nonhuman world to a mechanistic, soulless, passive being. Where "Conversation with a
Toad" establishes the toad's silence as an active semiotic force and redefines the mind as a
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complication of water, "Ursa Minor" extends this ontological pluralism to the collision of the entire
cosmological structures. The poem demonstrates through the Greco-Roman and Cree reconciliation
that ontologies can pass through each other without erasure or hierarchy. "All Night Wood"
emphasizes this decentering at the biosemiotic stance through depicting the forest's smallest creatures
to reposition the human as one thread in an unfinished weaving. Bringhurst implies that the
civilization of these forest inhabitants precedes and exceeds human history. Finally, "At Last" deploys
temporal scaling and necro-ecological indictment to portray the lethal results of anthropocentric
solipsism at both political and geological levels. The poem reveals the Anthropocene as a critical and
anxious dilemma of epistemological roots.
At central contribution of this studies lies in its application of "cognitive biodiversity" as an
interpretive framework that exceed the descriptive limitations of tradition ecocriticism. By reading
Bringhurst's formal innovations such as the silent Bufo boreas, the aneural "unthinking" of the toad,
the anatomical cartography of the celestial bear, the "writing on air" of the insects as manifestations
of distributed cognition rather than metaphorical gesture toward it. The analysis demonstrates that the
literary text can function as an independent site of epistemological production instead of being
perceived as a supplementary illustration of frameworks developed in adjacent disciplines. This
statement carries institutional implications. If aneural memory, biosemiotics transcription, and
ontological pluralism are accepted as categories with genuine explanatory force within literary
studies, then ecopoetic occupies a position of theoretical results within the environmental humanities
that the field has not yet fully claimed.
The critical question of the study sustains is whether the formal presentation of nonhuman agency
within a human-authored literature constitutes an original subversion of anthropocentrism, or a
sophisticated aesthetic reinscription of it. It is a tension that Bringhurst's "lyric ecology" refuses to
resolve, and one that future scholarship must address in intellectual honest. One productive trajectory
for future scholarship involves reading Bringhurst's polyphonic structures against Indigenous oral
storytelling, which is an approach that admits how his poetry leverages their cosmological pluralism
while demanding, as the Arcturus matricide lines makes evident, ethical accountability to those same
sources. Scholars might apply cognitive biodiversity to analyze the poetry of other contemporary
ecopoets, such as Alice Oswald and John Kinsella. By extending the concept of aneural memory into
the fields of plant neurobiology and biosemiotics, scholars can strengthen the theoretical foundation
upon which claims to nonhuman cognition rest.
Finally, what Bringhurst's "lyric ecology" demands a specific ethical stance from both its scholars
and readers, which identifies Leopold's (1949, as cited in Martinez Serrano, 2021) precondition for
genuine environmental ethics. This imperative requires a willingness to perceive oneself as a "plain
member and citizen" of a biotic community (p. 45). It is a network that humanity neither create, cannot
own, and will, without the ontological humility to recognize it debts, inevitably exhaust.
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Abstract:

This research, titled “A Pragmatic Study of the Poem ‘I Awakened Them Like the Spears' Blades’ by Al-
Sharif Al-Radi”, aims to highlight the events conveyed in the poem and their impact on its audience. The
exchange of events facilitates communication between the speaker and the audience, resulting in mutual
influence and a dynamic interaction that manifests in speech acts capable of affecting the recipient's reality.

The significance of this study lies in its pragmatic linguistic analysis of the poem, uncovering its
communicative intentions and the noble values it seeks to transmit, with the ultimate goal of influencing and
transforming the audience’s reality. The study is divided into two main sections. The first section presents the
concept of pragmatics, its origins, and its importance. The second section analyzes the structural elements of the
poem from a pragmatic perspective. The study concludes with a summary of key findings.

Keywords: Pragmatics, Conversational Implicature, Speech Acts, Hidden Reference, Deixis
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Experimental Study to Determine the Level of Arabic Language

Specialists in Detecting Auditory Errors

Dr. Alaa Yousif Hamad
Directorate of Education, Al-Anbar Governorate
alaayousef7733@gmail.com

Abstract:

This research aims to examine the ability of Arabic language specialists to detect errors in
spoken language by analyzing their responses to a set of oral linguistic structures that intentionally
contain errors. The study focuses on auditory linguistic performance rather than written texts, in order
to reveal the actual level of awareness among specialists in real communication situations. The
importance of the study lies in shedding light on a relatively neglected aspect in research, namely
listening comprehension, which helps in developing Arabic language teaching curricula to be more
closely connected to authentic spoken use. It also contributes to evaluating linguistic competence
among both specialists and learners. The research problem arises from the observation of a gap between
the theoretical knowledge of Arabic language specialists and their ability to apply it in detecting errors
during listening. This can be formulated in the following main research question: To what extent are
Arabic language specialists able to detect errors in spoken language? It is expected that the results will
show variation in individuals’ability to identify spoken errors depending on their educational level and
linguistic experience, with a possible weakness in this skill compared to detecting errors in written texts.
This reflects a limited activation of linguistic knowledge in auditory contexts. Accordingly, the study
recommends increasing attention to the listening function in Arabic language curricula and integrating
training activities based on listening and analysis, in order to enhance oral linguistic perception skills
and improve communicative competence among specialists.

Keywords: spoken language, error detection, auditory perception, linguistic competence,
Arabic language.
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Digitalization and History Education at the University: From
Traditional Lectures to the Digital Environment — A Study in
Pedagogical and Methodological Transformation

Instr.Hedoun Hamdi
University of Algiers, Higher Normal School, Sidi Bel Abbés Annex
insathistoir@hotmail.com

Abstract

Digitalization is considered the foundational mechanism of modern education, aiming to
transform educational institutions into smart and contemporary environments. These environments rely
on modern technologies, such as digital boards, artificial intelligence, and electronic platforms, to
facilitate continuous learning. Digitalization contributes to improving the efficiency of educational
administration, providing permanently accessible educational resources, and updating curricula to
enhance self-directed learning, in alignment with global visions of digital transformation.

Given that history is a significant discipline within the humanities, possessing substantial
potential for development and change through digitalization and artificial intelligence, this paper
analyzes the shift from didactic (lecture-based) methods to interactive approaches in university history
teaching. It highlights the role of digital platforms in revitalizing history instruction and evaluates the
impact of digitalization on the quality of higher education. Furthermore, it proposes practical
mechanisms for the digital development of history education.

This study attempts to address the central research problem: To what extent has digitalization
contributed to a qualitative transformation in university history teaching? Does the transition from
traditional lectures to digital environments represent a genuine methodological shift, or merely a change
in the educational medium?

To answer these questions, the paper is structured around four main axes:
1.The Traditional Method of Teaching History.
2.The Digital Environment and the Transformation of Pedagogical Practices in History.
3.The Shift Toward Digital History Education.
4.Challenges, Issues, and Prospects for Developing Digital History Education.

The study employs methodologies appropriate to its objectives, including:
1.The Descriptive-Analytical Method: To describe the digital transformation.
2.The Comparative Method: To contrast traditional and digital models.
3.The Critical Method: To analyze epistemological issues and challenges.

Keywords: History, Education, University, Digitalization, Traditional.
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The Use of Digital Media in the Narrative Structure of the Printed

Novel: by Khudair Al-Zaydi's '""YouTube " as a Case Study

Instr. Asaad Kadhim Badr (PhD)
University of Thi-Qar / College of Education for Humanities / Modern Narration
Email: asdalmtyry900@gmail.com

Abstract:

This research begins with the premise that digital technology has become an active element in
shaping narrative consciousness. It explores its impact on reshaping the narrative structure of the novel,
using the novel "YouTube" as a case study. The research examines the multiplicity of terms associated
with digital literature, exploring their overlaps and differences, ultimately adopting the term "digital
narrative" as the most appropriate description of the novel's structure.

The research analyzes how the novel employs digital tools as structural components, not merely
decorative elements, to produce a narrative that blends the literary and the technical. It focuses on the
fragmentation of narrative identity through the multiplicity of names and characters, reflecting the
transformations of the self in the digital era. Furthermore, it examines the division of space into real
and virtual, and the dominance of " placelessness" as an alternative digital space. Finally, it reveals the
presence of a meta-narrative dimension through the text's self-awareness and the use of documents and
videos within the narrative structure. The research concludes that the novel (YouTube) represents a
model of digital narrative that reshapes the paper novel from within, without cancelingit, as it employed
technology as the basis of the story and a tool for shaping the text, relying on the digital world as an
integral part of its theme, stressing that the relationship between narrative and technology is one of
interaction and integration, not replacement and exclusion.

Keywords: Digital narration, technology and narration, meta-narrative, digital identity, The
novel(YouTube)
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Abstract.

The present study conducts a dialogic analysis of Donald Trump’s 2025 inaugural speech. Its main
objective is to investigate whether Trump confines himselfto an authoritative discourse by positioning his
voice as the sole voice in play, excluding alternative viewpoints from the dialogue, or whether he engages
with his audience, maximizing dialogic space to encompass other alternative positions. To achieve this
objective, the study adopts a mixed- method approach that combines quantitative and qualitative analyses.
The engagement system of the Appraisal theory, introduced by Martin and White (2005), is employed in
the analysis. This system forms a comprehensive linguistic tool for analyzing dialogic communication and
interaction. It includes two main categories: monoglossia and heteroglossia.

The former is concerned with monoglossic discourse, where only one voice recognized in play,
whereas the latter with the key resources by which alternative voices can be introduced into the text. Within
the heteroglossic category, there are two subcategories: contraction, which contracts the dialogic space
rather than opens it up, and expansion, which expands the dialogic space by allowing more alternative
voices into the dialogue. As indicated by the results, the use of monoglossic formulations is limited; there
is a dominant use of expansive resources during the inaugural speech. Consistent with these results, the
conclusions suggest that Trump appears less authorial or overtly demanding, and he intends to engage
dialogically with other voices. In line with these two conclusions, the study suggests that Trump’s speech
serves to enhance solidarity with his audience.

Keywords: Dialogism, Monologism, Appraisal Theory, Engagement System, Attitude, Inaugural
Speech
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e e Gl e 1 sl Gupdall
Tod A 50 )y el Ay 00515
aziz.zrejy. hum58@student.uobabylon.edu.iq

Ul L A f e (]
O e i ) Al ) Cangis 2025 alal dpaai Jis (o8 el 53 alliga (S 5a¥) il e U ) sa Stalasidal all o3a J sl
e Wlsn i adl ol ) sall e Al lail) il 5 1aatinna  gmualall dim gl (6111 ddam g 4l 5 4 (385 (g ghalas Cllads o 5k ol i
S Cpllatll o ceny Ualite giad ) ol aaiad cCangll 13a Gaiaily (5 HaT (il o Clai WY 5 ) sal) Jiall oo i s o) sgen
Sl g s ke Leed Il (Appraisal) olssd) apdill & )15 e " (Engagement) ) sl doal sl allas slaie ) o3 85 e 5l
ol (e 5 a3 g sl il Joal i) Jilaid ALl 4y gad 3101 QUail) 138 35 Al pall Llaill ey Leia 0 (2005)
s ((Heteroglossia) ssloadll 2323y dald aal 5 H3imas < yiny Al Qladll ) p8 53 ¢ (Monoglossia) 2 il jaadl)
Sl i s3I (Contraction) el Gle jd 53 adll axi cint = jabs Gaill (8 ALy o) Jaad ) Ay salll 20 sall J iy
L Jilie 2 iiall gall aladiul 43 sane geliil) Helady ALadl o H¥1 (e 1 e il s 42l 52 53 (Expansion) g sill s s ) sall
o) )l 5 s Al il saal wa Ul ga Jal A1 ) a3 0 ) laliiay) o ey e plyy caneaill Gilhad 8 dnsedl) o ) sall
o seen g Gabill 5 il G e el 53 llad ol Al Sl a3 il o385 (5 A
il Clad (i gall og ) sadl AS Ll Al capiil) 4yl o gaall AaY) ¢y ) sall; dpalidal) cilakl
1. Introduction

The key aim of politicians, in order to advance their policy agenda, is to persuade the public and gain
their support. Preventing losses and promoting gains in a policy agenda depend on how messages are
framed to the public and what motivates citizens (Luttig & Lavine, 2015, para.l). Speeches occupy a
crucial role in modern American policy because verbal communication has become increasingly a major
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part of the presidency over the centuries. As stated by Gelderman (1997), “a president who wishes to
lead a nation rather than only the executive branch must be a loquacious [...] Speeches are the core of
modern presidency” (pp. 8-9). Speeches have turned to be a powerful tool in gaining votes during the
election. Notably, people have started to grow certain expectations toward speeches and to evaluate
these speeches in terms of linguistic strategies such as, lexical choices, syntactic patterns, argumentative
moves and narrative appeals. One type of speech that stimulates high expectations among the public
and is usually predicted to have a strong impact on the audience is that delivered during the election
campaigns or soon after elections (e.g., inaugural speeches) (Degani, 2022).

Donald John Trump (Junel4, 1946) is the 47" president of the United States since 2025. Prior
to that, he served as the 45" president from 2017 to 2021. Trump is a businessman, media personality
and politician who is a member of the Republican Party. There are many questions that have arisen
about his personality, his knowledge of issues, his “inflammatory” language, and his level of comfort
with political violence (McAdams, 2016, para.7). Trump’s personality, McAdams (2016) claims, is
certainly extreme, especially by the usual standards for the presidential candidates. Many people who
encounter him in negotiations or interviews seem to find him “flummoxing” (para.9). To some, if not
many, Trump’s style appears completely incoherent; others leave his rallies with the impression that
they have grasped what he said. The account for this difference is that Trump often leaves his sentences
incomplete, without clear ending. When Lakoff was asked about this seemingly confusing
contradiction, he explains that Trump “knows his audience can finish his sentence for him” (as quoted
in Golshan, 2016, para.10).

Building on these readings, it has become increasingly important to explore Trumps’ language
in political settings. Here, we observe a substantial body of linguistic analysis addressing Trump’s
language, including critical discourse analysis, stylistic analysis, multimodal discourse analysis, and
other related approaches. Few of these studies have applied dialogic and monologic discourse analysis
to the speeches of Donald Trump. Quam and Ryshina-Pankova (2016), for example, drawing on the
engagement approach of Martin and White (2005), have investigated the monoglossic and heteroglossic
strategies employed in the speeches of the three candidates, Trump, Clinton, and Sanders. The analysis
of the 2016 Presidential campaign has revealed that Trump and his opponents dialogically exploited
different patterns of interaction with their voters in terms of contractive and expansive strategies.
Trevisan (2018) shows how the three candidates employed monoglossic and heteroglossic strategies in
Twitter texts to strengthen their arguments and persuade their audience to adopt their views. Trump and
his opponents made choices, which shut down dialogistic alternatives, confining their arguments to
either bare assertions which take shared views for granted, or contractive formulations which make the
dialogic alternatives constrained.

In their pragmatic study on Trump’s inaugural speech, Balogun and Murana (2018) conclude
that inaugural speech is a type of discourse that offers the elected president the opportunity to make
promises and to give assurance of his good governance through effective language use. This is primarily
a good motivation, at least in this study, to probe Trump’s speech in inauguration ceremony. Trump’s
language use, as might be suggested here, is different from his language in Presidential campaign or
Twitter texts (see Quam & Ryshina-Pankova, 2016 and Trevisan, 2018). However, making use of
engagement resources, the present study aims to examine whether Trump constrains himself to an
authoritative voice or engages with his audience dialogically by allowing alternative views into the
dialogue. The study is also concerned with how Trump ideologically shapes his putative audience by
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following certain linguistic strategies. In the light of the discussion above, the following questions can
be raised:
1. To what extent does the frequency of monoglossic assertions in Trump’s speech reflect his
authoritative discourse?
2. How does the frequency of heteroglossic strategies shape the dialogistic nature of Trump’s
collaborative discourse?
2. Sources of Attitudes
2.1 Dialogism
Bakhtin (1981) defines dialogism as “any utterance, whether spoken or written, that people use in
communication with each other is internally dialogistic” (as quoted in Marchenkova, 2005, p.72). The
dialogic nature of discourse means that when to speak or write is to reveal the effect of what has been
said or written, and simultaneously to anticipate the responses of actual, potential or imagined reader/
listener (Martin & White, 2005). In dialogism, understanding an utterance is dependent entirely on
otherness. Thus, a form of consciousness in dialogic utterance is internally constructed through its
relation to previously heard voices and anticipated responses. All utterances are double-voiced; that is,
words are inescapably situated in relation to the intentions of others. Based on the relation between self
and other, the literary text constitutes a field of “answerability” (Holquist, 1990, p.154). As Bakhtin
(1981) puts it, “dialogism continues towards an answer. The word in living conversation is directly,
blatantly, oriented toward a future answer-word: it provokes an answer, anticipates it and structures
itself in the answer direction” (p. 280).

Built on the notion of otherness, dialogism rejects the abstract objectivism that allows no room
for negotiating subjects among speakers and listeners (Bakhtin, 1973; Volosinov, 1929). In dialogic
situation, language is recognized as alive, progressing, and its dynamics are certain because
“[a]longside the centripetal forces, the centrifugal forces of language carry on their uninterrupted work;
alongside centralization and unification, the uninterrupted processes of decentralization and
disunification go forward ”’(Bakhtin, 1981, p. 272). Addressivity works on a double-voice discourse
even within that of a single word. It is associated with our ability to expect the comments of others since
our discourse is closely dependent on the discourse of others. In the dialogic situation, it is necessary
for the participants to be able to achieve the functions of both self and others (Holquist, 1990). Speech,
in Bakhtin’s (1973) view, is a form of language employed [ideologically] to persuade others, control
their behavior, or direct their thinking.

2.2 The Engagement System

Engagement is the third sub-system of the Appraisal theory introduced by Martin and White (2005).
Together with the other two sub-systems of attitude and graduation, it forms a complementary
framework to analyze the language of evaluation. Engagement, as stated by Hood (2019), is concerned
with negotiating intersubjective stance in discourse. In other words, the engagement system describes
the way in which writers or speakers occupy a position mediating between the content of their discourse
and audience, managing agreement, disagreement or alternative viewpoints.

The engagement system is of two types of text: single- voiced and multi-voiced, technically described
by Bakhtin (1981) as monoglossia and heteroglossia, respectively. In monoglossic texts, propositions
show no space for any kind of negotiation or alternative voices. Heteroglossia, on the other hand, refers
to “the key resources by which voices other than the writer’s can be introduced into the text” (Hood,
2019, p.394). In heteroglossic texts, alternative viewpoints, responses, and truth- values are
acknowledged (Martin & White, 2005, p.97).
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Monoglossia. Hays (2005) states that monologic discourse is “a discourse in which only one point of
view is represented, however diverse the means of representation” (p. 7). For Bakhtin (1986),
monologism is the departure from the process of dialogue and its potentials. Monologism, Bakhtin
(1986) argues, is restricted to universal truth statements, what he calls truth-istina, where any other sort
of truth is not allowed, as truth-Pravda. Such universal truth statements depict a monological world- a
world described by Bakhtin in his “Problems of Dostoevsky” as “an objectified world, a world
corresponding to a single and unified authorial consciousness” (Hays, 2005, p. 9).

In the Appraisal theory, bare or categorical assertions are linked to monoglossic formulations.
Such formulations are used when there is a single-voice and no permission is made to external voices.
In other words, by using bare assertions, the speaker’s voice is presented as isolated from the
heteroglossic environment in which all verbal communication is situated (White, 2021). Moreover,
Martin and White (2005, p. 99) argue that bare assertions are different from heteroglossic formulations
in not overtly referring to other voices or observing alternative positions. The communicative context
in which bare assertions occur is observed as a single voice, monoglossic or undialogised. In this way,
the speaker conveys the proposition being advanced as one which has no dialogistic alternative. For
example, the proposition: “The banks have been greedy” is monoglossic, as it makes no reference
whatsoever to other voices or opinions. This propositionis no longer monoglossic when, for instance,
modalisation or negation is used, as in: “The banks haven’t been greedy,” where denial is employed as
an alternative voice to the implied positive one.

Furthermore, two types of monoglossic assertions are distinguished, depending upon whether
the proposition, being in advance, is introduced as taken for granted or as open for discussion. Taken
for granted propositions are recognized via what is pragmatically referred to as presupposition (Martin
& White, 2005). White (2020, p. 409) draws a distinction between bare assertions and presupposition.
Presupposition, as widely referred to in the philosophy of language and pragmatics, is linked to
formulations by which a particular proposition is presented as taken for granted, or as a universally
agreed upon belief or attitude. Bare assertions, on the other hand, formulate unproblematic propositions
for the reader, implying that the reader holds the same view as the author.

Heteroglossia. In the Appraisal framework, Martin and White (2005) distinguish between contraction,
which closes down dialogic alternatives, and expansion, which opens the space for them.
Contraction. Dialogic contraction introduces two broad categories: disclaim and proclaim:

The term disclaim is associated with positions in which some alternative voices are directly
rejected or supplanted (Martin & White, 2005). Disclaim includes two types: deny and counter. As for
denying, authors first present a proposition into the dialogue, and then they introduce negation to reject
it (Pascual & Unger, 2010). Negative propositions invoke with them the positive propositions which
they negate or contradict (White, 2020).

Furthermore, denial is a sub-category mechanism with regard to alignment and putative reader.
Negation is introduced in isolation from the current writer-reader/ speaker-listener relationship; the
author presents a disalignment with some third party. Denial is constructive of the putative reader and
presents the reader as susceptible to proposition being currently advanced. As far as reader is concerned,
denials are concerned with un-likeminded readers; they introduce already adopted views by the reader
and correct them (White, 2020). The writer’s job, thus, is to correct rather than confront the reader.
Solidarity is enhanced as long as the reader does not show any resistance regarding the view presented
by the writer (Martin & White, 2005).
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Countering typically involves introducing an alternative viewpoint, and then presenting a
position that challenges the one previously introduced. Authors take into consideration the fact that
readers usually have prior expectations about what will come later in the text. In other words, when
employing counter, writers admit the existence of other voices in addition to their own (Pascual &
Unger, 2010). Cowan (2008) argues that in order to indicate what are countering an expectation, writers
employ concessive conjunctions. Martin and Rose (2003) state that but is the most common conjunction
to express concession. But there are other concessive conjunctions that express counter-expectancy,
including “however” and “although,” and variations on the theme, including “even if,” *

99 ¢¢

even by,” “in
fact,” “at least,” “indeed,” “nevertheless,” etc. For example, “Even if God forgives me, I have to live
with this hell.” In this example, “even if” implies more than expected, given the condition of forgiveness
by God, his continued hell is rather unexpected (p.57).

As far as alignment is concerned, counters, like denials, project on to the reader particular
viewpoints or expectations. Frequently, counters such as, “but,

)

“however,” “although,” etc. align
rather than disalign in that they construe the writer as sharing particular viewpoints or beliefs with the
reader. The writer is presented as astonished or surprised, with the assumption that the reader will share
this reaction (Martin & White, 2005, p. 96). In addition, countering is a mechanism for construing
likeminded readers, as it assumes that the reader shares the writer’s view that a certain situation is
surprising or unexpected (White, 2020). Solidarity is at risk since the reader doesn’t happen to subscribe
to the implied taken for granted assertion. It is, therefore, necessary for the reader to align with the
writer by sharing the writer’s taken-for-granted viewpoint (Martin & White, 2005).

The term proclaim is associated with formulations by which some dialogical voices are added
or emphasized (Martin & White, 2005). Proclaim includes three sub-categories: concur, endorse and
pronounce.

Concur, Martin and White (2005) point out, is associated with formulations that explicitly
present the writer as having the same viewpoint as the reader. Huan (2018) defines concur as those
“semantic values which explicitly project the writer as affirming the voice or positioning of the putative
readers” (p.14). Authors employ certain formulations in order to agree with other voices; these
formulations are typically some interpersonal modal adjuncts such as, “of course,” “naturally,”
“certainly,” “obviously” (Pascual & Unger, 2010, p.267). Concur is also realized via some types of
rhetorical or leading questions, i.e. questions employed to present the writer as expecting no answer
from the reader, as in “Should we go to war against these children? ” This question leads the reader to
an avoidable answer: “No, of course, we shouldn’t go war with these children” (Martin & White, 2005,
p. 123).

The term endorse is concerned with some formulations by which some external voices are
introduced by the writer as indisputable, reliable or correct. These formulations include certain verbal
processes such as, “researchers have shown/ found/ demonstrated,” etc. (Huan, 2018, p.14). Such
endorsing utterances present the authorial voice as merging with a dialogic relationship of alignment
with the writer. Dialogistically contractive endorsements are similar to dialogistically expansive
attribution in the grammar of reported speech. However, while expansive attributions employ the
grammar of reported speech via disassociating the proposition from the internal authorial voice, no such
authorial disassociation is possible with endorsing formulations (Martin & White, 2005).

Huan (2018) defines pronounce as an “explicit authorial intrusion into the dialogue so as to
de/value the one positioning over another” (p.14). Pronouncement refers to instances where the writer
or the speaker overtly intervenes themselves into the text, often using expressions like “/ contend...,”
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“the facts of the matter are that...,” “the truth of the matter is that...,” “we can only conclude that...,”
“you must agree that...,” and intensifiers like, “really,” “indeed,” etc. (Martin & White, 2005, p.127,
Pascual & Unger, 2010, p.267). Other instances of pronouncement include formulations in which the
writer’s subjective presence intrudes into the text, often through first-person expressions that assert
personal belief or judgment, such as “I hold/ contend/ maintain that...” (Swain, 2010, p.300). When
the reader confronts instances of pronouncement, there is often a perceived threat to solidarity, as the
authorial voice asserts itself strongly and positions its stance in potential opposition to the reader. When
such a confrontation takes place, the writer may often exploit other dialogistic resources to restore
solidarity, especially in the face of writer-reader disalignment (Martin & White, 2005).

Expansion. Expanding formulations fall into two main categories: entertain and attribute. The term
entertain refers to instances by which the authorial voice presents its position or stance as one of a
number of other possible positions, and thereby admits dialogistically other opinions and views to
intervene the text. The system of entertainment is traditionally associated with two semantic domains
epistemic modality and evidentiality (Martin & White, 2005). Swain (2010) points out that
entertainment comprises resources which are categorized as part of hedges and boosters, and which are
typically theorized as epistemic probability like the modal verb may used in: “The large scale
application of economic, trade or communication sanction, as happened with Italy in 1935 or more
recentlywith Libya, Iraq [...], may represent a failure of the United Nations’(p.298). In this example,
the modal verb may is employed in order to express authorial caution towards the proposition being
advanced.

Modality plays a crucial role in the systems of engagement and graduation of Appraisal theory.
It comprises all the formulations that speakers employ to convey their attitudes regarding the truth,
certainty or likelihood of a proposition (Becker, 2011). Halliday and Matthiessen (2004) state that
modality is a linguistic resource that sets up a semantic space between yes and no, a cline between
positive and negative poles. Modality comprises two general types, one used for negotiating services
(deontic modality), and the other for negotiating information (epistemic modality). As for dialogical
expansion, modalising formulations allow other alternative voices and positions into the proposition
being advanced. However, a particular viewpoint is actually or potentially put in tension with other
possible dialogistic alternatives (Martin & White, 2005).

The term attribution is used to refer to linguistic formulations in which a proposition is presented
as disassociated from the authorial voice and is related to some external sources. Attribution is typically
achieved by using direct or indirect speech. In this sense, propositions are formulated using process
verbs, as in “Mr. Mandela said the Group of eight nations have a duty to help...” or verbs indicating
mental processes (e.g., “believe,” “suspect”), as in “Dawkins believes that religion is not an adaptive
evolutionary vestige, but....” Attributionis also associated with nominalizations of these processes, as
in “Russia rejected the United Nations assertion that...,” “Chomsky’s belief that language is for
individuals rather than groups,” and adverbial adjuncts such as “according to,” as in “He poses little
threat in the world, according to Halliday” (Martin & White, 2005, p.111).

Furthermore, attribute is of two types: acknowledgement and distance. The term
acknowledgement refers to formulations where authorial voice stands with respect to the proposition
(Martin & White, 2005). In other words, acknowledgement is employed by authors in order to express
alignment, whereby authorial voice is positioned in relation to external voices (Pascual & Unger, 2010).
Acknowledgment is associated with the domain of reporting verbs such as, “report,” “state,”
“declare,” “announce,” “believe,” and “think” ( Martin & White, 2005, p.112).
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The term distance refers to instances by which the authorial voice is explicitly distancing itself
from the proposition being advanced. These instances typically include the reporting verb, “to claim,”
and scare quotes (Martin & White, 2005, p.112). Scare quotes are the punctuation marks used to indicate
that someone else’s words are being used, such as “those at the top,” “the cliques and our men” (Martin
& Rose, 2003, p.52).

Fig.1. Martin and White’s (2005) Engagement System of Appraisal Theory

deny
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- Methodology

The present study aims to investigate dialogic resources in Trump’s inaugural speech, delivered on
January 20, 2025, as it is considered a source of significant attitudes and controversial issues that have
attracted the global interest. The main objective of the study is to explore whether Trump limits his
speech to a single authoritative voice (i.e., by employing monoglossic assertions) or opens it up to
dialogic engagement (i.e., by employing heteroglossic strategies). In terms of dialogic engagement, the
study seeks to investigate whether these multiple voicesrepresent diverse perspectives or merely limited
alternative viewpoints.

To achieve these aims, Martin and White’s (2005) engagement system is employed to analyze the
data. A full transcription of Trump’s inaugural speech can be accessed as PDF via the link:
https://www.astrid-online.it/static/upload/trum/trump _inauguration-speech-20-1-25.pdf. A  mixed-
method approach, combining both quantitative and qualitative analyses, is applied to the text. The
quantitative analysis involves counting the number of engagement resources and organizing them into
tables to highlight the dominant ones that merit consideration. Extracts are purposefully selected for a
qualitative analysis, based on their relevance to the study and their frequency in the quantitative
analysis. This qualitative analysis includes segmenting the speech into sentences, clauses or meaningful
units, with the focus on the strict division between monoglossic and heteroglossic formulations; within
the heteroglossic instances, a further division is made between contractive and expansive discourse.
- Results and Discussion
A significant difference is observed regarding the use of monoglossic and heteroglossic items. Of the
total number of the dialogic resources observed in the data (235), heteroglossic instances are realized
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with a noticeable number of occurrences (189) comprising (80.43%), whereas monoglossic
formulations occur only (46) times corresponding to (19.57%).
Table 1. Monoglossic and Heteroglossic Items in Trump’s 2025 Inaugural Speech

Dialogic Resources Frequency Percentage
Monoglossia 46 19.57
Heteroglossia 189 80.43
Total 235 100.00

Monoglossia. Based on the quantitative analysis, the results show that Trump’s employment of
monoglossic assertions is relatively limited, when compared to other dialogic resources. As far as the
quantitative analysis is concerned, the results indicate that, in terms of percentage, monoglossic
discourse has no significant place in Trump’s inaugural speech. Concerning our first question: “7o what
extent does the frequency of monoglossic formulations in Trump’s speech reflect his authoritative
discourse? ’-Strictly speaking, the relatively limited use of bare assertions reflects Trump’s
authoritative stance toward his audience, that is, throughout his inaugural speech, Trump appears less
authorial or overtly demanding. Consequently, this can be compared to Quam and Ryshina-Pankova’s
(2016) study, which shows Trump as relying in his speech on monoglossic discourse. In Trevisan’s
(2018) study, monoglossic assertions occupy a significant position in the data, reflecting Trump’s
tendency to present his views as indisputably true.

From the qualitative perspective, the assumption that Trump is aware of where to use his
monoglossic statements is primarily based on their strategic placement at the very beginning of his
speech “The golden age of America begins right now,” and the very end “And our golden age has just
begun.” A thorough exploration of the whole transcript reveals that Trump’s assertions are complete,
coherent, and thoughtfully expressed. This is possibly comparable to Quam and Ryshina-Pankova,
(2016), who describe Trump’s single-voicedness as resembling the language of sermons which are
characterized by simple sentence structure, common lexical choice, and repetition.

Notably, Trump opens and closes his inaugural speech with a monoglossic proposition. The
opening and closing propositions “7The golden age of America begins right now” and “And our golden
age has just begun,” respectively are monoglossic, which show that Trump presents a single-voiced,
undisputed or authoritative stance. In both statements, there is a reference to the golden age of America,
a metaphorical expression employed by Trump to suggest that, with his presidency, America begins
(and has already begun) a new golden era. The propositions are devoid of any heteroglossic
formulations, which present them as objectified and taken for granted.

Following Martin and White, (2005) and Quam and Ryshina-Pankova, (2016), the present study
examines monoglossic assertions as either presuppositions or bare assertions. Out of the total number
of monoglossic assertions (46), presuppositions are observed only (12) times with (26.09%), whereas
bare assertions occur (34) times, accounting for (73.91%). This difference in the monoglossic variants

is shown in Table 2 below:
Table 2. Monoglossic variants: Bare assertions and Presuppositions

Monoglossic Resources Frequency Percentage
Bare assertions 34 7391
Presuppositions 12 26.09
Total 46 100.00

The distinctions between presuppositions and bare assertions accounts for whether the proposition is
presented as taken for granted or, alternatively, as currently at issue or up for discussion. “The golden
age of America begins right now” and “And our golden age has just begun” are two examples of bare
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assertions, in which the propositions presented are not taken for granted, and the audience, though does
not necessarily share Trump’s view, is still interested in further argumentation. Trump, here, cuts
himself off from his audience and listeners a single and authoritative voice. The statement “/ return to
the presidency confident and optimistic that we are at the start of a thrilling new era of natural success”
is an example of presupposition and bare assertion. The first part of the proposition “I return to the
presidency confident and optimistic” invokes a presuppositional reading by the use of the verb return,
a presuppositional trigger indicating that Trump has held the presidency before. As a consequence,
solidarity is enhanced, and Trump attaches himselfto the audience, thereby appearing less authoritative.
Trump, then, separates himself from his audience through the adjectival complement “that we are at
the start of a thrilling new era of natural success.” He singles himself out as the only voice in play,
closing off any further argumentation that might arise from the audience.

Heteroglossia. Heteroglossic items occupy a significant position in Trump’s inaugural speech, when
compared to monoglossic ones. Concerning our second question: “How does the frequency of
heteroglossic strategies shape the dialogic nature of Trump’s collaborative discourse?”-These
heteroglossic strategies play a central role in conveying Trump’s attitude, reflecting his views as various
and diverse between contractive and expansive formulations. During his speech, these heteroglossic
formulations help Trump at times to contract his dialogue, not allowing alternative voices to interact
with his own. At other times, he expands his dialogue, allowing other voices to share and shape his own
attitude. This interplay between contractive and expansive formulations reflects in one way the
complexity of his rhetorical approach and in another way highlights how he positions himselfin relation
to his audience and broader community. Nearly half of the formulations in the studies by Quam and
Ryshina-Pankova (2016) and Trevisan (2018) involve heteroglossic strategies, allocated to contractive
and expansive items, which suggests that monoglossic and heteroglossic formulations play a relatively
equal role in the speeches of the three candidates.

Table 3 shows that the expansive formulations are used more than the contractive ones
throughout the whole speech. Out of the whole number of the heteroglossic items (189), the total
number of the expansive items is (117), with a percentage of (61.90%), whereas the contractive
strategies score (72) occurrences with (38.10%). Within the subcategory of expansion, entertain is the
only category recognized in the data, occurring (117) times with (61.90%). Other categories such as,
acknowledge and distance are not supported by the analysis. Within contraction, disclaim: deny and
counter hold aremarkable position in ideologically conveying Trump’s attitude. They are observed (42)
times with (22.22%) and (26) times with (13.76%), respectively. As for proclaim, Table 3 shows that
endorse occurs only (1) time with (0.53%), and pronounce is realized (3) times with (1.59%).

Table 3. Heteroglossic Items in Trump’s Inaugural Speech

Item Frequency Percentage

Disclaim Deny 42 22.22

Counter 26 13.76
Contraction Concur 0 0.00
Proclaim Endorse 1 0.53
72 (38.10%) pronounce 3 1.59

Expansion Entertain 117 61.90
. acknowledge 0 0.00
117 (61.90%) | ‘bt distance - 0 0.00
Grand Total 189 100
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Contraction. Within the heteroglossic subsystem, contractive formulations play a role in Trump’s
inaugural speech; though their role is less prominent than that of expansive formulations. Trump’s use
of contractive strategies is limited to disclaim: deny and counter, and, to a much lesser extent, to
proclaim: endorse and pronounce.

Disclaim: denials: Trump employs denial strategies to construct his audience as potentially
rejecting the positive presuppositions these denials invoke. Although both contribute to Trump’s stance
toward his audience, denials are employed more prominently than counters; Trump mostly uses full
forms of negatives, such as will not, cannot, which are more emphatic than contracted forms; he
sometimes uses non- assertive forms like nothing, no one, no longer, any longer, etc. All these negative
forms, though being heteroglossic, still have the effect of closing of the debate. To settle the debate
decisively, Trump, notably, employs the adverb never in (9) statements, which implicitly adds to the
negation emotion, emphasis, and permanence, as in “The American Dream will soon be back like never
before.” The phrase like never before might comparatively refer to the previous administrations
preceding Trump, potentially including the President Biden or even earlier presidents prior to Trump.

Interestingly, the use of denials is intermixed with that of entertains. By the use of will not and
cannot, Trump shifts from the expansive resources: entertains, which allow negotiation and multiple
views, to the contractive resources: denials, which close off any alternative positions. This rhetorical
oscillation between expansion and contraction is apparently noticed in the extract: “ We will not be
conquered, We will not be intimidated. We will not be broken. And we will not fail. ” By these negative
propositions, Trump dialogically invokes alternative positive positions into his speech, acknowledges
them, and then rejects them. So Trump rejects the idea that the United States might be conquered,
intimidated, broken, or fail. Trump directs his denials outward and away from his audience, indicating
a disalignment with some third party (might be Biden and his staff). Here, obviously, Trump aligns his
audience into a stance of opposing the idea of conquering, intimidating, breaking the United States, or
the idea of failure as well. The denial in all these propositions is constructive of the putative audience
to the extent it presents them as potentially rejecting all the positive presuppositions these negative
propositions invoke.

Disclaim: counters, though less prominent than denials in Trump’s inaugural speech, still play
arole in expressing his attitudes and beliefs. During his speech, Trump employs (26) conjunctions, such
as but, while, still, yet, despite, etc. Countering formulations, particularly but, hold a position as counter-
expectation, where a situation or event goes against what someone would expect. The extract below
exemplifies how counter-expectation works:

It fails to protect our magnificent, law-biding American citizens but provides sanctuary and protection
for dangerous criminals, many from prisons and mental institutions that have allegedly entered our
country from all over the world. We have a government that has given unlimited funding to the defense
of foreign borders but refuses to defend American borders, or more importantly, its own people.

The text presents a counter-expectation meaning, through which Trump exploits the conjunction
but to present two opposing positions for which Biden’s government is responsible. So, whereas
Biden’s government is expected to protect its American citizens, whom Trump describes as magnificent
and law-biding, the government directs its protection toward dangerous criminals and many others from
prisons and mental institutions. Trump, additionally, exploits the counter-expectation meaning to blame
Biden’s government for not defending its American borders, or its own people, and for giving unlimited
funding to defend foreign borders. Through these counters above, the audience is injected with new
beliefs and expectations as what Biden’s government is expected to do, and what it has actually done.
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Such counters are aligning rather than disaligning in the sense that they construe Trump as sharing these
views with the audience. Trump is presented as just as surprised by these exceptional cases as it is
assumed the audience will be.

Proclaim: endorse: The quantitative analysis reveals that the category of endorse occurs only a
single time. This is demonstrated in the extract: “Our country can no longer deliver basic services in
times of emergency, as recently shown by the wonderful people of North Carolina, who 've been treated
badly.” Such a formulation by which the proposition sourced to an external source (people of North
Carolina) is construed by Trump as correct, valid, undeniable or rather warrantable. Such construals are
achieved by the use of the verbal process verb shown, which provides the grounds for the audience to
presuppose that: “Our country can no longer deliver basic services in times of emergency.” Trump
takes over the responsibility for the correction, validity, and warrantability of this viewpoint, or at least

shares it with people of North Carolina.

Proclaim: pronounce. As with endorse, the existence of pronounce in the data is very limited.
The study quantitatively proves only (3) instances of pronouncing formulations. One instance of such
formulations is observed in the statement “7Those who wish to stop our cause have tried to take my
freedom and_indeed to take my life. The formulation, indeed, shapes an overt intervention into the text
by Trump’ authorial voice. One purpose of the authorial voice is to assert the warrantability of the
proposition. By the use of the phrase to take my life, Trump’s subjective role seems more salient. His
focus on the phrase “to take my life” implies a form of resistance and challenge against which Trump’s
authorial voice asserts itself. It is quite possible that there is some counter-viewpoint regarding the
attempt to assassinate Trump, a reason that might have prompted him to direct his insistence thereby.

Furthermore, whereas the role of contractive strategies is less prominent in Trump’s 2025

inaugural speech, Quam and Ryshina-Pankova (2016) and Trevisan (2018) show him as relying heavily
on them in his campaign against other candidates. Though Trump is not as prominent as Clinton and
Sanders in his employment of contractive strategies, their occurrences in his speech occupy (77.70%),
a very high percentage, when compared to expansive strategies which occupy only (22.30%).
Accordingly, Trump’s speech in his campaign is dialogically contractive- which suggests a tendency to
prelude any further arguments. What is of additional concern is that it is not only Trump, but also
Clinton and Sanders who rely heavily on contractive strategies. The analysis reveals the extent to which
they employ contractive formulations, (85.71%) and (88.00%) respectively. This reflects the
importance of contraction, in American Presidential campaigns as a maneuvering strategy; that is, the
candidates defend themselves by closing off any further argumentation. Similarly, Trivason’ (2018)
analysis of Twitter shows that the three candidates rely nearly on contractive strategies. So after bare
assertions recognized with (44%), come contractive instances with (37%) and then expansive choices
with (19%).

Expansion. Expansive sources play a central role in expressing Trump’s attitude. Out of (189)
heteroglossic formulationsrecognized, (117) instances are expansive, with (61.90%), mostly limited to
entertainment. The analysis does not demonstrate the occurrence of acknowledge and distance. What
is worth noting is that the use of expansive formulations is largely restricted to wil/l and, to a lesser
extent, to be going to, should, can, must and perhaps. Strikingly, out of (117) expansive items, (94)
instances are will or its negative version will not. Most of the expansive formulations are modal verbs
of deontic modality, which negotiates services and allow other alternative voices into the proposition.
The deontic instances demonstrated in the analysis negotiates personal promises with first person 7 or
We, institutional commitments, and expectations. Some of these are exemplified in the text below:
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It's all about common sense. First, I will declare a national emergency at our southern border. All
illegal entry will immediately be halted. And we will begin the process of returning millions and
millions of criminal aliens back to the places from which they came. We will reinstate my remain in
Mexico policy. I will end the practice of catch and release. And I will send troops to the southern
border to repel the disastrous invasion of our country. Under the orders I sign today we will also be
designating the cartels as foreign terrorist organizations. And by invoking the Alien Enemies Act of
1798, 1 will direct our government to use the full and immense power of federal and state law
enforcement to eliminate the presence of all foreign gangs and criminal networks bringing devastating
crime to U.S. soil, including our cities and inner cities.

The first proposition of the extract “I/t’s all about common sense” is monoglossic (bare
assertion), an opening formulation used by Trump to indicate the taken for grantedness of what follows.
It literally means that everything he is about to say is reasonable and widely accepted. By employing
the monoglossic proposition in question, Trump isolates himself from audience as the single
authoritative voice in play. He then dialogically expands his resources by using wi/l after the first person
I to express promise or intention “First, I will declare a national emergency at our southern border.”
The second move implies strong obligation marked by authority identified in “All illegal entry will
immediately be halted.” However, throughout the whole text, Trump’s authorial voice makes its
position as one of a number of possible positions, but as the most prominent one, voice in charge. Such
an example of including others’ voices is that Trump employs the inclusive we as in “And we will begin
the process of returning millions and millions of criminal aliens..., We will reinstate my remain in
Mexico policy, and as voice in charge.” Including others’ voices no longer survives; there is a shift
toward a personal responsibility as realized by the use of the first person pronoun 7 as in “7 will end the
practice of catch and release. And I will send troops to the southern border to repel the disastrous
invasion of our country.” However, the entire text proceeds in this same manner as detailed above.

Entertains are usually followed by disclaim: denials as in “We will not be intimidated. We will
not be broken. And we will not fail. ” Trump moves from entertain will, where he opens up dialogic
space by proposing a view with which the audience might agree, to denial not, where he closes up the
argument, where no alternative views are allowed into dialogue. This mixture of entertain and denial
has the effect of sharing the audience with a certain idea by employing the inclusive we, and then closing
this idea up so that a third party is not allowed into the dialogic argument. So Trump tells the audience
that neither he nor the American people, including the attendants, will be intimidated, broken, or fail.

When compared to Trump’s Presidential campaigns and Twitter posts, engagement resources
in his 2025 inaugural speech are predominantly expansive. Limited to the category of entertain, the
expansive items in Trump’s inaugural speech are relatively five times higher than those in Quam and
Ryshina and Pankova (2016) and Treviasn (2018), individually. As we have noted so far, engagement
resources in Trump’s campaign and Twitter posts are arranged according to their frequencies as follows:
monoglossic, contractive and expansive, whereas in inaugural speech: expansive, contractive and
monoglossic. This comparison, notably, reveals a significant difference between the present study and
the previous ones. Moreover, it suggests that Trump in his inaugural speech follows a strategy quite
different form that in his Presidential campaigns. Based on the comparison made so far, it is better to
suggest that Trump, in his inaugural speech, ideologically follows a strategy dependent entirely on
involving the audience in his arguments and decisions.
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- Conclusion

In recent years, there has been a growing interest in the dialogic perspective of political discourse,
particularly in terms of monoglossic and heteroglossic strategies employed by politicians and leaders
to persuade their audience of their viewpoints. Donald Trump is among those, who, during his political
career and presidencies from 2017 to 2021 and from 2025 onward, has arisen a public inquiry in his
personality and language, particularly among psychologists and linguists. Drawing on the engagement
system of Appraisal theory developed by Martin and White, (2005), researchers explore in depth
Trump’s political speeches in his Presidential campaigns, focusing on monoglossic and heteroglossic
resources. For example, Quam and Ryshina-Pankova (2016) and Trevisan (2018) conclude that Trump,
by relying heavily on monoglossic assertions and contractive heteroglossic options, tends to shut up
any dialogic alternatives.These dialogic alternatives, even when they are allowed into the dialogue, are
so contracted that they give him an air of authority and put solidarity at risk. These studies describe
Trump’s style generally as single and authoritative, and particularly as simple, repetitive,
straightforward, and forceful.

The present study conducts an analysis of the engagement system in Trump’s 2025 inaugural
speech. It aims to investigate whether Trump ideologically constrains his speech to an authoritative
discourse, or whether he variously and divergently adopts a collaborative discourse toward his audience.
Drawing on the results obtained from the analysis, it can be concluded that Trump’s use of monoglossic
assertions is quite limited. Trump relies heavily on expansive resources, particularly of entertain, in
order to widen the scope of arguments. He is privileged meaning- making choices that tend to allow
dialogic alternatives, particularly the deontic modality (e.g., will, will not), which expresses the
meanings of promise, intention, and expectation. Trump does not always adhere to expansive dialogic
resources; instead, he often contracts or narrows the dialogic space rather than opens it up. His use of
contractive strategies is restricted mostly to disclaim: deny and counter. Employing denials and
counters is a basic strategy by which Trump invokes some prior utterance or alternative position in
order to reject it, or present it as unsustainable. As an effect of dialogistically validating alternative
voices, solidarity is, to greater or lesser degrees, enhanced between Trump and his audience particularly
those who actually or potentially adopt his views. On the accounts presented here, It can also be
concluded that Trump’s discourse is less authoritative and more collaborative, as he often opens up
space for further argumentation.

Although this study has arrived at several conclusions that merit consideration, particularly
those related to monoglossic and heteroglossic resources, it still suffers from certain shortcomings. To
my knowledge, one particular shortcoming is the limitation lying in the study’s exclusive focus on
Trump’s 2025 inaugural speech that does not adequately saturate the reliability of its findings. To
effectively achieve the study’s aims, a corpus-based analysis is recommended, as it provides
comprehensive insights into how engagement resources can be applied to political discourse.
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Abstract

Contemporary Arabic poetry is undergoing significant transformations in light of the spread of
digital technology. The poetic text is no longer confined to the printed page; rather, it operates within
an open digital space where it interacts with readers and is shaped by various digital media. This
transformation is not limited to modes of publication or reception but extends to the core of the creative
process itself, giving rise to new forms of writing that reflect the nature of the digital environment.

This study aims to examine the experience of the Iraqi poet Aref Al-Saadi in his work Computer
Poems, in order to explore how the creative selfis formed within this context and to analyze the cultural
transformations affecting the structure of the poetic text. It also seeks to clarify the concept of “digital
poetics” as a structural transformation that reshapes poetic sensibility rather than merely employing
technological tools.

The research is divided into two main sections. The first addresses the conceptual framework of
digital poetics and its relation to digital literature, while the second focuses on textual analysis by tracing
representations of the digital self and transformations in language, emotion, and social relations within
the poems. The study adopts a cultural approach to provide a critical reading that enhances
understanding of the relationship between poetry and technology in the digital age.

Keywords: Digital poetry, Digital poetics, Interactive literature, Digital self, Technology,
Contemporary poetry.
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Textual Structure Analysis of Surat Al-Qasas up to Verse(50)
Lect. Sabreen Khalif Mutair , (PhD)
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Abstract

Since modern linguistic studies focus on text analysis, the factors influencing it, and how textual
expressions are directed to convey diverse meanings to the recipient, they also approach the text as a
linguistic product shaped by internal and external circumstances. A textis viewed as a reflection of the
speaker’s inner state, as well as the result of the causes and contexts that led to its production. Based on
the importance of this perspective, the present research seeks to shed light on the topic entitled “Textual
Structure Analysis of Surat Al-Qasas up to Verse 50.” The study aims to analyze this blessed text
according to a plan built on three main axes. The first axis addresses the analysis of the micro-structure,
which represents the smallest unit of the text (letters).The second axis examines the middle structure of
the text, namely the lexical level and the sentences and stylistic forms it contains, such as the vocative,
emphasis, command, and interrogative structures. The third axis analyzes the macro-structure of the
text, focusing on larger constructions such as events, mechanisms of cohesion, and the sequential
development of the narrative that leads to the overall meaning. The study concludes with the most
significant findings. It is also necessary to clarify the reason for limiting the study to verse (50), which
is based on two considerations. First, due to the importance of Surat Al-Qasas in general—especially
the story of Moses (peace be upon him)—this blessed section covers the story of Prophet Moses from
the circumstances preceding his birth until his prophethood, presenting his story in full with its highly
significant events. Second, because numerous studies have already examined the entire surah, this
research avoids repetition by restricting the analysis to this particular section. May Allah grant success
and acceptance.
Keywords: Analysis, Textual Structure, Surat Al-Qasas, Prophet Moses (peace be upon him).
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