E-ISSN 2663-5836
P-ISSN 1999-5601
Original Research

Lark Journal of Philosophy, Linguistics, and Social Sciences

Journal homepage: https://lark.uowasit.edu.iq

Vol. 18 No 4 October 2026, pp.237-255
https://doi.org/10.31185/lark.5743

Sibawayh (d. 180 AH) and al-Farabi (d. 339 AH): A Comparative Study

Between the Grammatical and Logical Conceptions

Asst. Instr. Kadhim Mohsen Radhi
University of Wasit / College of Education for Humanities / Department of Arabic Language
Received Jun.3,2026 Revised Jul.14,2026 Accepted Jul.16,2026 Online Octoberl, 2026

ABSTRACT

This study examines the concept of predication in Sibawayh and al-Farabi through a comparison between the
grammatical and logical conceptions, with the aim of revealing the nature of the relationship between grammar and logic
in the Arabic intellectual tradition. The study proceeds from the premise that predication constitutes the foundation of
speech structure in Sibawayh’s grammatical thought. For him, the sentence is based on the relation between the predicate
and the subject of predication, and meaningfulness is not achieved unless the two elements combine in a well -formed
construction that observes wording, meaning, and the requirements of usage. In al-Farabi’s thought, however, predication
assumes a logical form closerto predicative attribution, whereby the proposition is based on the relation between subject
and predicate and is governed by the criterion of truth and falsity, rather than by the mere correctness of verbal structure .
The study seeks to show that the difference between Sibawayh and al-Farabi is not one of opposition, but rather one of
perspective. Sibawayh proceeds from the system of the Arabic tongue, oral transmission, usage, and meaningfulness,
whereas al-Farab1 proceeds from the system of reason, judgment, assent, and demonstration. Accordingly, the study
compares the concepts of predicate and subject of predication, subject and predicate, well -formedness and truth,
meaningfulness and assent, and the communicative function and the rational function.

The study concludes that predication in Sibawayh represents a syntactic, semantic, and pragmatic relation whose
aim is to produce meaningful and well-formed speech. In al-Farabi, by contrast, predication represents a rational
predicative relation whose aim is to produce a judgment capable of being affirmed or denied. Thus, the relationship
between grammar and logic is one of distinction and complementarity, not one of exclusion or absolute subordination.

Keywords: Predication, Sibawayh, al-Farabi, predicate and subject of predication, subject and
predicate, well-formedness, truth.
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