. . —r . . E-ISSN 2663-5836
Lark Journal of Philosophy, Linguistics, and Social Sciences p 1goN 1999-5601

Journal homepage: https://lark.uowasit.edu.iq Original Research

Vol. 18 No.3  July 2026, pp.245-254
https://doi.org/10.31185/lark.5582

Yaqut al-Hamawi (d. 626 AH / 1228 AD) between Archaeological Geography and
History: A Study of His Critical Perspective on Historical Narratives in "Mu'jam
al-Buldan"

Asst. Prof. Dr. Shamkhi Yaber Oweid

University of Wasit, College of Education for Human Sciences, Department of History
shyabir@uowasit.edu.iq

Received Apr.14,2026 Revised Apr26,2026 Accepted May7,2026 OnlineJul.1,2026

ABSTRACT

Yaqutal-Hamawi is regarded as one of the most distinguished traveler-scholars and geographers ofhis time, possessing
profound expertise across various disciplines. His important work, *Mu'jam al-Buldan* (Dictionary of Countries),
stands as a cornerstone among geographical and historical primary sources. Within this encyclopedia, the author
preserved a wealth of historical data, including accounts and narratives, while providing a distinctive intellectual
framework through his rigorous analysis, interpretation, and commentary. Furthermore, al-Hamawi demonstrated
exceptional prowess in synthesizing archaeological geography with historical inquiry. He was characterized by a
meticulous approach to handling the reports and narratives he encountered, employing the methodology of a seasoned
historian. His scholarly rigoris evident in his critical evaluation of narratives—questioning their authenticity, weighing
conflictingaccounts, and conductingcomparative analyses. Such efforts were aimed at rectifyinghistorical inaccuracies
and situating these accounts within their proper scientific context
Keywords: Yaqut, Mu'jam, Perspective, Criticism, Historical Narratives.
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