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ABSTRACT

This study examines the phenomenon of deviation in the poem “An Extremely Innocent Condemnation” by the
Mauritanian poet Al-Mukhtar Al-Salem Ahmed Salem, considering it an effective stylistic mechanism in the formation of
poetic discourse and the intensification of its semantic and aesthetic dimensions. The study is grounded in Geoffrey
Leech'’s classification of the levels of deviation, adopting eight levels: lexical, grammatical, semantic, phonetic/rhythmic,
graphic, stylistic, temporal, and dialectal deviation. It also draws on Leech’s notions of deviation from conventional
usage, linguistic archaism, and the relationship between linguistic structure and historical context in the production of
meaning . The study employs a descriptive-analytical method by examining the textual evidence found in the poem,
classifying it according to the eight levels, and subsequently analyzing its functions in constructing the poetic image and
the text’s critical vision. The findings reveal that lexical and semantic deviation shift words from their direct meanings
into symbolic and paradoxical domains that disclose manifestations of human alienation, the anxiety of the self, and a
critique of reification and the transformation of human beings into material objects. Grammatical and phonetic/rhythmic
deviation also contribute to disrupting the regularity of expression, generating aesthetic tension, and reinforcing internal
rhythm through segmentation, repetition, and variations in expressive units .Graphic deviation transforms blank spaces
and line distribution into semantic components that participate in directing the reading process and producing meaning.
Temporal deviation appears through the interaction of different temporal dimensions, the freezing of the moment, the
evocation of the past, and the juxtaposition of historical references with modern technological indicators. By contrast,
dialectal deviation is notrealized in the poem, since the poet adheres to Standard Arabic and the text contains neither
colloquial vocabulary nor local structures. The study concludes that deviation constitutes an artistic structure
foundational to the poem’s aesthetic and critical vision, rather than merely an incidental departure from conventional

linguistic usage.
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