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ABSTRACT

Justification occupied a significant place in Andalusian Arabic poetry, appearing within the folds of
poems alongside various poetic purposes such as praise, satire, supplication, and entreaty. It functioned as a
defensive strategy aimed at persuasion, whereby the justifier sought to present his action as a necessary
inevitability, urging its acceptance and submission to it. The themes of justification are diverse; however, our
study focuses on political justification and the legitimizing behaviors employed by those in power and their
defenders. Political justification can be classified into three types:

Justification through pretext, in which the justifier—or the poet—appears to deviate from correctness but
strives to endow himself with the attributes of truth and justice, fabricating excuses that serve as veneers to
conceal his actions.Persuasive justification, where the justifier seeks the reader’s agreement and endeavors
to convince him of the reality of the circumstances and the sincerity of the ideas presented.Fatalistic
justification, by which impotence or surrender is rationalized; the poet attributes events to divine
predestination and God’s will, aiming thereby to mitigate blame and quell rising resentment toward authority,
or to promote resignation and passive acceptance of unfolding events.

Numerous examples of these justifications are found in Andalusian poetry, especially in political verse,
which often revolves around struggles for power and the diverse strategies employed to attain political ends
or to mend a disgraceful act committed by rulers. This pattern characterizes much of the encomiastic and
panegyric poetry, where justification appears prominently within the discourse of authority itself or within
the poetic voices that defend it—all seeking, ultimately, to embellish the flaws of the ruling power
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