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ABSTRACT

This study explores the characteristics of key visual markers within funeral discourse, proceeding from
the hypothesis that such markers have ceased to function merely as decorative or supplementary elements to
the textual content. Rather, they have emerged as semantic cores that perform significant communicative and
affective functions, contributing to the construction of a mobilizing discourse grounded in emotional rhetoric
and a sense of collective affiliation. In doing so, they shape a public discourse saturated with interpretive
potential and metaphorical representations. The study further highlights the role of both popular and official
engagement in the production of what is termed "discursive clusters"—hybrid forms that integrate the textual
with the visual, and the real with the symbolic. These clusters confer upon the discourse a resistant dimension
that transcends the local context to engage broader Arab and Islamic imaginaries .

In tracing the signs emanating from the funeral procession as a performative event, the study situates
them within their broader political and cultural contexts. It examines the mechanisms of discursive hegemony
employed by both parties—the resistance public and the Zionist entity—through an analysis of tools of
influence and reciprocal discursive responses. Ultimately, the research concludes that the rhetorical function
of resistant funeral discourse has shifted away from serving as a mere reminder of death or a form of elegy.
Instead, it has become a strategic instrument for reinforcing identity, asserting resistance values, and
deploying a conscious visual rhetoric adept at utilizing contemporary expressive modalities within a
discourse that resists compromise.

Keywords: Visual Rhetoric, Funeral Discourse, Resistance Discourse, Identity, Promotional
Discourse, Metaphorical Sign
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