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The Role of Social Media in Confronting Intellectual
Extremism and Spreading Societal Peace: A Survey Study
on a Sample of Teaching Staff Members at the Colleges of

the University of Dhi Qar
ABSTRACT

Modern communication technologies have resulted in an endless
number of positive and negative changes affecting lifestyles,
thinking, and values. These changes have led to various phenomena
such as 'extremism," 'terrorism," and 'violence.' The phenomenon of
intellectual extremism is one of the important and dangerous
phenomena that threaten societies and attack societal peace in the
present time. This research aims to explore the role of social media
in promoting the fight against intellectual extremism and in
spreading the culture of societal peace. The researchers used the
descriptive method with a survey approach, relying on a
questionnaire as a tool to collect data and information from the
respondents. The study was. applied to a random sample of 150
members of the teaching staff at the University of Dhi Qar. The
research concluded that social media is an important strategic tool in
combating intellectual extremism and in building a more tolerant and
coexisting society. It is an effective tool in facing intellectual
extremism and in spreading awareness campaigns against it. Social
media is also a tool for influencing ideas and social attitudes, as
individuals become more capable of confronting extremist ideas
through their interaction with moderate and reliable media content.
Additionally, social media contributes to spreading the culture of
societal peace by encouraging the dissemination of human values
such as tolerance, social justice, and equality. These platforms
provide suitable opportunities for spreading peaceful community
initiatives and allow for the exchange of ideas about peaceful
coexistence, leading to strengthened social cohesion in Iragi society.
The research results revealed that the respondents regularly use
social media to interact with students and the academic community,
and this interaction is an important factor in spreading the culture of
peace and community coexistence through the presentation of
articles aimed at promoting the culture of tolerance.
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