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The Role of Women in Preserving Islamic Manuscript
Heritage: Nabeela Abdul-Munim Dawood as a Model

ABSTRACT

Islamic manuscript heritage is one of the most significant
sources of cultural and religious knowledge in the Islamic world.
Women have played a pivotal role in its preservation and
authentication, as exemplified by the academic and intellectual
contributions of Professor Nabeela Abdul-Munim Dawood. Her
efforts in preserving Islamic manuscript heritage include employing
a meticulous methodology for text authentication, which involves
collecting various manuscript copies, verifying authorship and
titles, and performing comparative analysis. These foundational
principles have greatly contributed to the accuracy and reliability of
manuscripts. Professor Nabeela has also facilitated the organization
of Islamic manuscript heritage in a manner that makes it more
accessible to researchers. Her efforts in raising awareness about
Islamic manuscript heritage through workshops, lectures,
conferences, and scholarly investigations have inspired both men
and women to engage in this field. Her contributions highlight the
crucial role women play in preserving Islamic manuscript heritage
and demonstrate their significant contributions to both scientific
and humanities disciplines. Professor Nabeela’s work offers a
comprehensive perspective on the preservation of cultural heritage
and underscores the vital role women can play in research and
academic studies. Her systematic approach serves as an invitation
for other women to venture into the fields of scientific research and
Islamic heritage preservation. To achieve this, greater support from
research institutions dedicated to heritage preservation is essential
to empower women in realizing their goals.
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