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ABSTRACT

The prominent feature of Islamic history is the emergence of various
sectarian and ideological movements, each arising from different factors
and for various purposes. Among these movements is the Qarmatian
movement, which outwardly promoted religion, asceticism, piety, equality
among members of society, the elimination of injustice, and the rightful
claim of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) to the caliphate and
governance. However, beneath the surface, their beliefs were rooted in
disbelief, atheism, and polytheism. Like other Batinite sects, the
Qarmatians relied on concealing their true beliefs to integrate easily with
the broader society and propagate their faith, exploiting the surrounding
circumstances such as the weakening of the Abbasid Caliphate and the
domination of foreign powers over its affairs. This complex nature of their
ideology has made their movement a subject of contention among
historians, scholars of sects, and researchers.
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