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ABSTRACT

Infant mortality is among the most sensitive demographic indicators of the level of economic and social
development and the success of the development process in any society. Therefore, studies and research have
focused on infant mortality, collecting data and statistics at the local, regional, and international levels. These
studies have also examined spatial and temporal variations and identified spatial relationships related to
infant mortality in Al-Ahrar district. This was achieved by collecting data from the Wasit Health Directorate
and the Ministry of Planning, as well as through a field study in which 200 questionnaires were distributed in
urban and rural areas of Al-Ahrar district. Infants are most vulnerable to death during their first two years of
life; therefore, this study focused on this age group over others.

The research emphasizes investigating the causes and factors of infant mortality in Al-Ahrar district, which
can be identified as economic, demographic, social, cultural, and behavioral factors. This research aims to
study the spatial distribution of infant mortality in Al-Ahrar District, highlighting the importance of this topic
as it falls under the demographic category and can help identify a significant part of the base of the
population pyramid. The research also aims to investigate the factors contributing to the high infant mortality
rate in Al-Ahrar District, including economic, social, and health factors.

The study concluded that there is a clear variation and fluctuation in the number of infant deaths between the
governorate and the urban and rural areas of the district itself. The study found that diseases are among the
most significant causes of infant mortality, including diseases of the blood and respiratory systems, as well as
congenital malformations. The study revealed that the economic factor, specifically the standard of living, has
a significant impact on the high mortality rates. Furthermore, a strong correlation was found between
maternal education and infant mortality, and a relationship was also established between high mortality rates
and the lack or absence of health services in Al-Ahrar District..
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