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Interpreting Time in the Qur'anic Text: Between
Cosmological Vision and Narrative Structure

Abstract:

This study offers a hermeneutic reading of the possible
meanings of time in the Qur’anic text, examining the interplay
between the cosmological vision and narrative structure, with
a focus on time in both its textual and ontological dimensions.
It aims to uncover the interrelatedness of these two aspects
and their stylistic and intellectual significance in shaping
Qur’anic storytelling, while also highlighting their spiritual
and epistemological implications. The research proceeds from
the hypothesis that time in the Qur’anic narrative is not a
neutral external frame but a dynamic, directive element that
conveys profound theological and moral messages. The study
begins with a brief conceptual framework outlining
philosophical and religious conceptions of time, then surveys
major intellectual approaches to understanding its nature,
emphasizing the Qur’anic cosmological perspective, which
sees time as inherently tied to divine action in creation,
resurrection, and judgment. The research then explores key
forms of narrative time in Qur’anic stories, such as
chronological order, analepsis (flashback), prolepsis
(foreshadowing), and time compression, demonstrating how
these techniques serve to intensify meaning and create
aesthetic impact without relying on linear sequencing. Finally,
the study examines how time influences character
development and plot structure, showing how it interweaves
with transformations in character attitudes and spiritual
journeys, supported by examples from the stories of Moses
and al-Khidr, the People of the Cave, and Joseph (peace be
upon them).
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